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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 
B Y T H E 
T R A N S L A T O R . 
T H O U G H the public is already 
in poífeilion of the remarks of feveral 
travellers on Spain, they none of them 
can make any pretenfions to preclude 
the prefent work, the author of which 
has principally direéled his inquines to 
a fubject which, though highly intereít-
ing, pcrhaps the moíl interefting of 
any that can engage the attention of 
a traveller, has been lefs attended to by 
former writers on this country ; I mean 
the prefent ftate of its civil government, 
trade, and manufactures. The long 
ítay of the Chevalier de Bourgoanne in 
Spain* has enabled him to treat thefe 
* The Chevalier, we have been informed, was 
fecretary to the French embaffy at the court of Spain; 
and refides at prefent at Hamburgh, as French mi-
niñer to the Circle of Lower Saxony. 
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fubjeóls more at large, and more ac-
curately, than any who have preceded 
h im; not to mention that the accounts 
heve given, independent of their un-
queílionable fidelity, are much the moíl 
•modera. 
To render this work fti l l more com-
pleat, an additional volume has been 
added, conñíting of very copións extraéis 
from the Effays on, or Travels in, Spain, 
of M . Peyron; a late work of confider-
abie merit, which has never yet ap-
peared in Englill i . Snch defcriptions of 
places as had already been defcribed 
in the preceding volumes, inventories 
of paintings, the whole, or at leaíl the 
principal, of which had before been 
noticed, are, as may be fuppoled, 
omitted. Thus alio the chapters on 
the inquifition, the bull-fights, and the 
Spanlíh iheep, are omitted, becaufe they 
contain little more than what may be 
round in the work of M. de Bourgoanne. 
The greatcíl part, however, of what is 
mofí: intereftÍDg and novel in the Tra-
vels 
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veis of M . Peyron is retained; the ao 
count of the Alhambra and its infcrip-
tions, in particular, w i l l be found fo 
ful l and compleat as to be no improper 
fupplement to Mr. Swinburn's defcrip-
tion of that noble monument of Mooriíh 
antiquity. 
The tranflator has only to add, that, 
with refpeél to the performance of his 
part of what is here prefented to the 
reader, he afpires to no other praife but 
that of having rendered the fenfe of his 
original with fidelity, and, he flatters 
himfelf, with perfpicuity. He has in -
dulged himfelf in very few liberties; 
but has endeavoured to give a juít copy 
of the manner, as well as faithfully to 
prefcrve the meaning of his author. 

P R E F A G E . 
I F i t is difficult, not to fay i m -
poffible, for even an impartial hif-
torían always to difcover the t ru th , 
to unravel the compllcated details, 
or clearly to explain the obfcure 
caufes o f the events he relates, even 
o f thofe to w h i c h he has himfelf 
been a witnefs; how much more 
difficult muft i t be for the writer 
o f travels fufficiently to guard againft 
error, or combat prej udice; efpecially 
if , as is commonly the cafe, after 
haftily traverfmg countries entirely 
unknown to h i m , he undertakes to 
give a faithful account o f the man-
ners, arts, fciences, virtues, vices, 
and a thoufand other phyfical and 
moral charaderiftics which dif t in-
guiíli a people of whofe language 
he is, perhaps, totally igaorant, or 
at beí l has but an imperfeft kaow-
ledge ? 
Severa! 
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Several deícriptions o f Spain have 
appeared wi th in thefe few years. 
The Effays o f M . Peyron, the Travels 
o f M r . T w i l s , and, efpecially, thofe 
o f M r . Swinburn, certainly contain 
many interefting and accurate ob-
fervations; but the author o f the 
following work, who has re í ided 
many years i n Spain, while he pays 
all poffible refpect to the abilities o f 
thefe writers, thinks himfelf juít if ied 
i n afferting that no acutenefs or pe-
netration can compenfate for the 
í h o r t ftay they made in a country 
which can only be known by a long 
and in t ímate intercourfe w i t h the 
various clafles o f its inhabitants, 
and a perfed acquaintance w i t h their 
language and manners. 
T h e Spanifli nation has almoft 
conftantly been treated by the ge-
nerality o f t raveüers w i t h a feverity 
-of cenfure'extremely difpleafmg to 
all 
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all tliofe who poffefs a real know-
ledge of ks true charafter. N o t that 
thefol lowingwork is tobe confidered 
as eitber a profeffed eulogium, or 
an apology. A n eulogium is ever 
fufpicious: we know well that many 
dedudions are always to be made 
from every t l i ing which appears un -
der fuch a form: i t is frequently 
only the exaggerated tribute o f gra-
titude, or the mean adulation of felf-
in tere íh The author, indeed, f ránk-
l y confeffes that he has found i t 
necefíary to be upon his guard 
againft the former o f thefe motives; 
but the latter can not exiíl , as all 
connexion between h i m and the 
country o f whic l i he writes has 
entirely ceafed. As to an apology, 
he is wel l perfuaded that i t can 
never convince prejudice, and that 
it would be fuperfluous to readers 
of under í l and ing , whofe judgment 
can 
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can only be influenced by indif-
putable fads. 
The prefeñt work, therefore, is 
not wri t ten either indifcriminately 
to praife, or obñina te ly to defend 
the Spaniíh nation. I t m u í l not be 
forgotten, l ikewife, that i t was not 
originally intended for the public 
eye, though certain reafons, wh ich 
ir is not neceffary here to fpecify, 
have induced the writer to y ie ld 
to the folicitations of friendíhip. 
W e may therefore, perhaps, the 
rather exped to find in i t impar-
t ial i ty and truth, as far, at leaft, as 
i t was in the power of the author to 
difcover what was t ru th . 
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T H E 
P R E S E N T S T A T E 
O F 
S P A I N . 
IN the year 1782, I conceived the de» fign of making a journey into Spain. 
a country, concerning which, I liad heard 
fo man y contradiélory accounts ; which 
formerly was of íuch diftinguiíhed emi-
nence among the powers of Europe, and 
which ílill poíTeíTes conñderable weight in 
the balance of its various ftates; a country 
with which we are but little acquainted, 
though well deferving to be better known. 
VOL, L B When 
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Whcn 1 paíTed the Bidaflba, I deter-
mined to leave my prívate as well as na-
tional prejudices, with all my indeterminate 
ideas of the people I was about to viíit on 
the bank, and endeavourcd to forget, as 
much as pofiible, every thing I had heard 
or read concerning Spain, io that on my 
arriving at Ir un, the firíl Spaniíli town, 
my mind, with refpe6l to all I had read 
or heard concerning this coimtry, might 
have been compared to the rofa tabula of 
the fchoolmen. 
My intention is to give a plain relation, 
devoid of aerimony or enthuíiaím, of every 
thing of which I ftill preícrve the imprcf-
fion. Inítead of taking poft-horfes from 
Bayonne to Orogne, which is five leagues 
diftant from the former, and two from 
the frontiers, I exchanged my carriage, as 
moíl travcllcrs do, for a vchicle not very 
elegante called, by the Spaniards, Coche de 
Colleras, and which, t i l ! we are nfed to i t , 
excites man y alarming apprehcnfions. This 
carriage is rather ftrong than commodious, 
and drawn by fix mules, to which the 
voice 
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volee of the conduélors ferves either as 
a fpur or bridle. On feeing tiiem faftened 
to each other as well as to the íliaftss 
with fimple cords, and tlieir ftraggling 
mariner óf going, as i f without any icind 
of guidance, in the crooked, uneven, and 
frequently unbeaten roads of Spain, the 
travelier imagines himfelf entirely aban-
doned to the care of Providence ; but on 
the appearance of the leaft danger, a (in-
gle word from the chief muleteer, who is 
called Mayoral, is fufficient to góvern and 
direcl thele docile animáis. I f their ardor 
abates, the Zagala who is his poílillion, 
jumps from the íhafts, where he is íia-
tioned as a centinel, animates them with 
his voice and whip, runs for fome time by 
their fide, and then returns to his poft, 
where he remains until called forth by 
the fame or fome íimilar circumílance to 
repeat his fervices. This vigü'ance of 
the two conduélors foon relieves the 
travelier from his fcars, who, notwith-
flanding, remains aífoniflied that more 
accidents do not happen from fo awkwárd 
a manner of travelling. He reconeiles 
B 2 him-
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himfelf, howcver, more eañly to this than 
to the Spanilli iinis. Their inconvenien-
cies have, perhaps, becn exaggerated, as 
i t generally happens when ill-humonr 
guides the pen ; but the truth is, that 
they are in general without any good ac-
commodation ; travellcrs are badly lodged 
and ferved; and thofe who wifh for a 
tolerable repaíl, nuift themfelves folicit 
the aid of the butcher, baker, and grocer. 
I n this refpea, however, there has, within 
thefe few years, been a change for the 
better. I have met with fome tolerable 
inns, efpecially in the principal cities. 
The prefent miniíler, who extends his be-
neficent attention to every thing which 
can benefit the kingdom, is at this mo-
ment forming a plan for the improvement 
of inns in general, and its completion is 
impatiently expeéled. To carry fuch a 
plan into effeét, wi l l be more difficult 
in Spain than in any other nation, 
becaufe the abufes to be reformed pro-
ceed from the manners, cuítoms, pre-
judices, and, in fome meafure, from the 
conílitution of the country. Thefe obíla-
cíes 
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des are not of fuch a magnitude as tq 
abate the zeal of the Count de Florida 
Blanca; they wi l l only render his fuccefs 
more honourable. The execution of his 
plan was for fome years retarded by the 
war, but he now means to confecrate the 
leifure and favings of peace to the accom-
pliíhraent of his purpofe. 
Thefe few remarks upon inns wi l l cer-
tainly be fufficient, I wi l l not fatigue the 
reader wi th obfervations upon fo beaten. 
a fubjeól. 
I was familiarized to my perilous equi-
page by the time I arrived at the frontier 
of the two kingdoms. The boundary of 
thefe is the BidaíToa, a river famous in 
the political hiftory of Louis XIV. from 
the ifland which i t forms at a fmall dif-
tance to the right of the place where the 
river is paífed, and called the Ifland of 
Pheafants. The important interview be-
tween Cardinal Mazarin and Don Louis 
de Haro, occafioned i t to receive the ñame 
of the Ifland of Conference. I t is not a 
B 3 quarter 
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quarter of a league in circumference, is 
entirely nninhabited, and almoíl barren; 
i t owes its fame, like many períbns of mo-
dérate talents, to a fortúnate circumítance. 
As foon as .the traveller has paífed this 
ifland? he finds himfelf in Spain. Some 
of my enthuüaftic countrymen wi l l tell 
yon, that the moment they fet thcir feet 
on the other ñde of the river, the hori-
zón and foil are changed; that they 
breathe another air, and feél the influ-
ence of a foreign climate. Forgive them 
theidle fancy; Nature, whjch fports with 
our geographical diviíions, when they are 
marked by great rivers, or even by arms 
of the fea, preferves, notwithftanding the 
change of denomination, a ftriking fimi-
litude between the two oppofite banks; 
i t would be the fame thing to her did the 
rivulet of Bidaffoa divide the meadow 
of a prívate individual. The banks re-
femble each other; i f the traveller re-
move from them a few leagues on either 
fide, he wi l l , whether he be a Trench-
pian or not, prefer the di í l r iá which 
leads 
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léads him from Bayonne to that which 
conduéts him to it. The difieren ce aifo 
between the laft roads of Francc and thofe 
at the entran ce of Spain, is in favour of 
the iatter. The roads of Biícay may be 
faid to be among the fineíl in Europc. 
Few countrics laboined, in this refpecl, 
under greater diíficulties. Bifcay, which 
joins the Pyrenecs, feems to be an ex-
tenfive continuation of theíe mountaihs 
to the borders of Caftile. In tracing a 
road the re were con fide rabie deícents to 
diminifli, precipices to avoid, and high 
fummits to turn with addrefs. Such 
gronnd required all the art which can be 
difplayed in the conftrndion of roads. 
The three provinces (Guipufcoa, Vizcaya? 
and Alava) of which Bifcay is compofed, 
and which, with refpecl to their prívate 
concerns, form three diítinft little ílates, 
joined their efrorts to accompliíh this end, 
as is ufual wi th them when their com-
mon intereíl is in queftion: Nature has 
not been prodigal to them in her gifts. 
Guipufcoa, and Vizcaya are unprovided 
with corn, and are fupplied with i t by 
B 4 Alava, 
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Álava, which wi th that only refource 
is almoft as well peopled as the other two. 
The three provinces of Bifcay are the 
afylum of liberty and induílry, and this 
is the great caufe o f their commcn prof-
perí ty; for what miracles may not be 
wropght by thefe two fifters who ufually 
go hand in hand ? In croffing Bifcay, we 
perceive that their prefence has given 
animation to every objeél; nothing can 
be more delightful than the hi l ls ; no-
thing more chearful than the cuitivatcd 
valleys. For thirty leagues, the diítance 
between the BidaíToa and Vittoria, not a 
quarter of an hour paíTes but the travel-
ler difcovers fomc village or hamlet. The 
towns of Villafranca, Villareai and Mon-
dragon; have the air of independence 
and plenty. What a difference in the 
afpe£l of this country and that of the 
neighbouring province! I am far from 
wiíhing to throw ridicule on the Caftili-
ans, whofe virtues I efteem ; but they are 
filent and melanchojy; they bear in their 
auftere and fallow vifages the marks of 
laílitude and poverty. The Bifcayans have 
a dif^. 
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adifFerent complexión, and quite another a ir 
of countenance and charaéler. Free, lively, 
and hofpitable ; they feem to enjoy their 
happinefs, and wiíh to communicate i t to 
thofe who come among them. I íhall long 
remember what happened to us at Villa-
franca, We arrived there early, the wea-
tlier was fine, and we wandered on the 
outfide of the town, amufing ourfelves 
with obferving the. varieties of its cul-
tivation. Severa! groups pf peafants in 
different parts of the orchards engaged 
our attention ; we alfo excited theirs. A 
moment of mutual curiofity caufed us to 
approach egch othen My travelling com^ 
panion fpoke Spaniíh with great facility; 
he knew, as well as myfelf, that that lan-
guage bore no refemblance to that of 
the Bifcayans; but we could not imagine 
that in a province fo long fubjecled to 
Spain, the language of the fovereign was 
unknown : and that it was neceffary to 
have recourfe to the primitive tongue. 
We gave thefe good people to underíland 
that we wiíhed to taíle their fruit. Tfiey 
ímmediately ítrove who íhould be the 
firíl 
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firíl to oblige us ; our hands were foon 
filled, and we were ítrongly folicitcd to 
fill our pockets alfo. Some of the pea-
fants went to procure us fowl and freíh 
eggs; we had great difficulty in prevent-
ing them from being ofFended at our 
refufal, and regretted we had no other in-
terpreter than our looks and geftures. We 
were obliged, at laít, to leave them ; but 
as we had rambled without direéting but 
fteps to any particular place, and were 
unable, without a guide, to find the * f 
back to our inn, our benefaélors now 
caufed us fome embarraíTment, as each 
wiíhed to become our guide. Thofe 
whoíe fervices were not accepted, kept, 
for a long time, their eyes fixed upon us. 
They con Id not but eañly difeover that 
we were furprized at their hofpitality. 
We left them fome marks of our acknow-
ledgment, which they received in fuch a 
manner as proved to us the difmterefted-
nefs of the reception we had met with. 
We feemed to quit thofe amiable natives 
of the South-fea iílands, whom Meífrs. 
Cook and Bougainville have taught us to 
love. 
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¡ove, and yet we were not twenty leagues 
from Bayonne. 
Thefe Bifcayans, who are fo different 
in their language and appearance from. 
the Caftilians, are not lefs Ib in the con-
ítitution of their coimtry. Their pro-
vince is conñdered, in many refpeéls, as 
beyond the Spaniíli frontiers. Except a 
few reílriclions, all merchandize enters, 
and is never examined but at the interior 
limits, The province has other privileges 
of which the people are very jealous, 
but fo precarions a poíleíTion is liberty, 
that thefe have reccntly been more than 
once attacked. The moíl modérate govern-
ment fuffers with regret the íhackles with 
which liberty confines its authority. I f 
the king be in want of a certain number 
of foldiers or failors, he notifies his wiíhes 
to the province, and the people find the 
moíl eafy means of furniíhing their con-
tingency. The taxes which they pay have 
the ñame and form of free gifts {donativo) 
The monarch, by his minifter of finalices, 
requires a certain fum, the demand is dif-
cuíícd 
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cuíTed by the ílates, and, as i t may be 
imagined, is always acquiefced in. They 
then levy the fum upon the different cides 
and communities, according to a regiíler, 
which, like that of the tailles in France, 
fuíFers frequent modifications. There is 
one advantage derived from this mode of 
levying; the impoft being paid from the 
city grants, individuáis are not expofed 
either to feizure or conílraint. I t there-
fore feems, in the firíl point of view, that 
Bifcay taxes itfelf; and, for want of the 
reality, the inhabitants cheriíh this íha-
dow, to which, for fome years paít, they 
have made real facrifices. The free com-
merce of Spaniíh America might be ex-
tended to their ports, i f the Bifcayans 
would allow the necefíary duties to be 
there paid; but they look upon cuílom-
houfe officers as the creatures of defpotifm, 
and their jealoufy rejecls the proffered 
bencñts of the fovereign. They can rnake 
no commcrcial expedition to America, 
without preparing for it in a neighbour-
ing port, and the moft induítrious people 
of Spain, the moít experienced in navi-
gation. 
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gation, and the beíl fituated for fuch a 
commerce, facrifice a part of thefe ad-
vantages to that of preferving fome fmall 
remains of liberty. Thus, before the war 
which gave independence to Britiíh Ame-
rica, all the inhabitants of one of the pro-
vinces engaged themfelves, by an oath, 
not to eat lamb, in order to increafe the 
growth of wool, vvith the intention of 
rendering ufelefs the manufacíures of the 
mother country. 
I n fací, the Bifcayans have had from 
the beginning of the prefent century an 
advantage over the Spaniards, relative to 
the commerce of America. The company 
of Caracas, known alfo by the ñame of 
that of Guipufcoa, had warehoufes upon 
the coaft, and made voy ages from one 
of their ports ; but this company has lately 
been unfortunate, on which account go-
vernment has determined to relieve i t 
from a burden, which from circumílances 
became highly inconvenient. Exempted 
thereforefrom contributing to the expences 
of governmcnt, its commerce may be re-
newed 
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newed with the colony of Caracas, without 
having reafon to fear, for many years, 
thofe competitors who have been permited 
the fame liberty of traffic. 
Bifcay is remarkable for its roads, cul-
tivation, and privileges, but more par-
ticulariy for the induftry of its inha-
bitants. This is chie^fiy exerciíed upon 
iron, the principal produélion of the pro-
vince. In order to improve this manu-
faólure, the Bifcayans have recouríe to 
foreign correfpondence, public leclures, 
and travelling. At Bergara there is a pa-
triotic fchool, wherc metallurgy is taught 
by the moíl able profefibrs. Students in 
chymiftry have been fent to Sweden and 
Germany, where they have acquired, as 
well in the bowels of the earth as in the 
íhops of manufacturers, fuch know-
ledge as has airead y been profitable to 
their country; for this word is not a 
vain found in Bifcay. The inhabitants, 
feparated by their fituation, language, and 
privileges, weak as they are, and confined 
within narrow limits, are called by Na-
ture 
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ture and Policy to feel the fpirit of pa-
triotilm, and are obedient tp the cali. 
This noble fentiment produced the fchool 
of Bergara, where the nobility of the 
conntry are brought up at the expence 
of the ftates ; and, not longago, the fame 
patriotifm has given new employment to 
the indaftry of the Bifcayans by digging 
the port of Deva, 
There are feveral other fuch harbours 
upon their coaíts, which merit the traveller's 
attention. Bilboa, the capital of Bifcay, pro-
periy fo called, has one where commerce 
is in the moíl flourifhing fíate, and whence 
an intercouríe is maintained with France, 
Holland, and England. I did not vifit 
this city, i t being too far from the great 
road from Bayonne to Madrid, but I made 
a little circuit to go to two other nearer 
ports. I left the great road at Arnani, to 
crofs by a fine road the mountains which 
feparate it from the fea. From their tops 
is feen the little city of St. Sebaítian, 
which is joined to the Continent by a nar-
row neck of low land. The port, i f an 
arti-
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artificial barbónr can be fo called, is very 
narrow, and adapted, by moles, for fifteen 
or twenty vefíels, which are there placed 
as in fo man y drawers, I t is íheltered 
by an eminence, on which the ruins of 
an oíd caílle are difcovered. From St. 
Sebaílian I kept along the fea coaft, tra-
velling over mountains that furround a 
bay called the Port of the Pajfage, and which 
refembles rather a great pond than a 
gulph of the ocean. As foon as I ar-
rived at the inncr confines, I was befet 
by a troop of female Bifcayans, who fpoke 
to me with fome vehemence, without my 
miderílanding a word of what they ut-
tered. I was for fome time embarraíTed to 
difcover the intention of this feeming 
banditti; and muít confcfs, that liad not 
a little íliamc prevented me, I íhould 
have íhewn fome marks of fear. They 
foon, however, became more calm, and 
by fome words, almoft French, I under-
ftood that thefe rivals difputed with each 
other the good fortune of carrying me 
over to the other fide of the harbour. I 
recovered from my alarm, and threw the 
apple 
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apple to the prettieft of the women. I t 
was not an apple of difcord; íhe who had 
obtained the preference, modeílly enjoyed 
her triumph, without fo much as exciting 
envy. Notwithítanding the prefence of 
my amiable boat-woman, the fpace I had 
ío crofs appeared to be about half a league ; 
at length I arrived at the little town of the 
PaíTage, built in the very narrow fpace be-
tween the mountains and the harbour; and 
climbed up to the caílle, which commands 
its narrow entrance. From this caílle there 
is, on one íide, a view of the fpacious ba-
fon, and, on the other, of the open fea. 
I t is from the Port of the PaíTage that 
the company of Guipufcoa fits out vefíels 
for the coaft of Caracas. After having 
admired the fingular form of this harbour, 
one of the largeíl and, perhaps, the fafeft 
in Europe, I rcturned to St. Sebaftian, and 
again ente red the road to Victoria. 
This city, the capital of the province 
of Alava, one of the three of Bifcay, is 
feen as we defcend from the mountains; 
VOL. I . C i t 
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i t ftands i ti the middle of a well cultivated 
plain, abounding in villages; the town is 
i i l buiit, and the ítreets badly contrived; 
i t , however, exhibits the appearance of 
aélivity and induñry. As I paíTed throngh 
i t , I obferved a fquare newly begun, which 
at my return was compleatly finiíhed. 
Each fide contains nineteen arcades, and 
one of the fronts of which is that of the 
town or manñon-houfe. The pillars are 
of the Tafean ordef. This edifice, not-
withñanding fome defeds, would be an 
ornament to a city more confiderable than 
that of Vittoria: the plan was not p-iven 
by a foreign architeél, but by M . Olarvide, 
a native of Vittoria. There is a pleafure in 
fceing a citizen dedicate his talcnts to the 
cmbclliíhment of his native country, in 
which he has improved them. This is 
no iefs natural than pleafmg ; why there-
fore íhouid it be thonght extraordinary ? 
Five leagues beyond the Vittoria, the 
Ebro, which divides the town of Miranda 
into two unequal parts, the principal of 
which is that on the left bank, makes its 
appearance. This river is one of thofe 
ob~ 
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bbjeéls aggrandized by the magic ^olours 
óf hiíloiy, and is fourid mücli inferior to 
the reputatiori i t has acquired. í t is truc 
that at Miranda it is near its fource, whicli 
is at the feet of the mountains of the 
kingdom of Leori; but although. i t for-
me rly ferved as a boundary to the con-
queíls of Charlemagne, i t has not hitherto 
bceñ made navigable. I t remains for the 
prfefent firíl miniíter to realize a projeél, 
the execütion of which would, as i t is 
prefumed, give ñew lifé to Ñavarre, Ar-
ragon, and Catalonia. ín the year 1785, 
the famous canal of Arragon began to 
juílify the hopes which had been enter-
tainéd of i t fince the reign of Charles V . 
Some fmall veffels froni Tudela arrived at 
Saragoíía, where they were received wi th 
the moft üvely demonítrations of joy and 
gratitude. 
Don Ramón Plgnatelli did ñot think 
he derogated from the dignity of an eccle-^  
fiaftic, ñor from that of his illuftrious 
hivth, in devoting his ítudies to the fer-
Vlce 0f his country. He prefides over this 
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tindeitaking, which, when accompliíhed, 
wi l l open a new conveyance to the pro-
duélions of Arragon, one of the provinces 
of Spain, the moíl favoured by Nature^ 
and yet one of the leaft produélive rela-
tively to its extent. Two canals, that of 
Tauí le and the Imperial Canal, both of 
which begin in Navarre, and have the 
fame depth of water, run in various 
windings through Arragon, and by turns 
recedc from or approach the Ebro, t i l l 
they, at length, fall into i t . Thefe ítreams 
are the fonrees of induftry to all the dif-
triéls through which they flow, and ren-
der their fields fertile by their fruétifying 
waters. The country of Arragon is al-
ready planted with thoufands of olive and 
other trees. The cities and towns which 
formerly were condemned to dronght and 
fcarcity, are now fupplied with fiíh and 
water from thefe canals. The rivers 
which from the north of Navarre and 
Arragon, formerly emptied their waters 
into the Ebro, wi l l contribute to the 
fiouriíliing condition of the countries they 
have hitherto uleleísly watered, as íbon 
as 
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as the Ebro can receive the merchandize 
they bring. This undertaking has been 
eíFeóted by labonrs, which deferve no 
lefs admiration than that excited by the 
wonders of the canal of Langnedoc. Be-
fides the dykes, banks, and fluices, with 
the larger and fmaller bridges, which the 
two canals in their comTe rendered necef-
fary ; there has been conítructed in the 
vally of Riojalon an aqueducl fevcn hun-
dred and ten fathoms in length, and fe-
venteen feet thick at the bale, in which 
the little. river runs. 
Let us now quit the banks of the 
Ebro, and enter Caftile; for we have not 
yet reached its fpacious plains. On leav-
ing Miranda, I diícovercd the rocks of 
Pancorvo, which have a moíl picturefque 
appearance, and have already exerciíed 
the pencii of feveral travellers. The v i l -
lage of Pancorvo, three leagues from M i -
randa, is buried, i f I may ib fay, among 
the rocks. They fcarcely leave a narrow 
pafíage for the great road, which is over-
íliaded by their threatening fummits. Five 
C 3 leagues 
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3cagues farther on, we pafs through the 
fmall city of Bribiefca, enclofed by a wall 
which has four gates, placed at equal dif-
tances. The inhabitants are not opulent, 
but appear to be aílive. On leaving Bri-
biefca to go to Burgos, we meet with two 
íleep hi l ls ; and here to quiet our fears, 
i t is necefíary to have an unlimited confi-
dence in the docility and fure-footednefs 
of the mules, and the care of their drivers. 
Near Burgos the road becomes tolerable. 
This city, the capital of pld Caítile, is 
very agreeably fituated; the greateft part of 
i t is on the right of the Arlan9on, over 
which there are three bridges. That riyer 
deícribes an arch of a circle round Burgos^ 
and on the other fide is a h i l l , ripon which 
there ftill remain lome ruins of an oíd fort. 
The Arlancon embelliíhes and fertilifes all 
the environs; it renders flourilliing the 
plantatipns which ferve as public walks, 
waters the verdant meadows, and waíhes 
the waiis of two rcmarkable edifices, fitu-
ated below the city ; the firíl is the monaf-
tery de las Huelgas, a convent of nnns, the 
abbefs of which has conñderable privileges; 
the 
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the other is the Hopital del Rey, the Royal 
or King's Hofpital, remarkable for the ex-
treme cleanlinefs preferved in i t , and the 
healthinefs of its ñtuation. The moíl 
poliíhed nations might take example from 
the Spaniards with refpecf to thefe chari-
table foundations. A cruel prejudice has 
not yet made them fear that the wretched 
íhould there find themfelves fufficiently 
comforted to fee, without repugaance, 
this afylum open to their mifery. 
There is nothing remarkable in Burgos 
cxcept its cathedral, one of the moft mag-
niftcent and the beft preferved of the an-
cient Gothic edifices. The traveller is 
not a iittle furprizcd at finding in one 
of the chapéis a pióture by Michael An-
gelo Buonarotti, reprcfenting the Virgin 
dreíTmg the jnfant Jefus, who is ítanding 
upon a table. The noble air which M i -
chael Angelo gave to his figures is very 
obfervable in thefe, as is alfo the ílrength 
and correclnefs of defign, to which he 
frequently facrificed grace. The cathedral 
at the cxtreipaity of the city, almoft op-
C 4 pofite 
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poíite to one of the three bridges over 
the Arlangon. On the other fide of the 
fame bridge is a fuburb, where, as through-
out the kingdom of Spain, is a miracu-
lous image known by the ñame of Santo 
Chrijlo de Burgos, I t is kept in a dark 
chapel, perfumed with incenfe, and ful l 
of ex votóos and filver lamps, and into 
which perfons are introduced in a manner 
fo myíterious, as to have fomething awful 
even to thofe who are no ways inclined 
to fuperílition. As foon as the curious are 
within the chapel, and on their knees, 
the wax tapers of the altar, on which the 
crucifix ftands, are lighted. The crucifix 
is concealed behind three curtains, that 
are drawn one after the other with a 
íludied ílowneís, which ílill adds to the 
religious folemnity. Simple people believe 
that its beard grows. Devotees attribute 
to i t many miracles, but impartial eyes 
can difcover in i t nothing extraordinary. 
The Arlancon again prefents itfelf to 
view on leaving Burgos, and is fcarcely 
ever loft fight of in any part of the road 
to 
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tp Villadrigo ; a very agreeable village, 
to the right of the river, at the bottom 
of a vaft plain, tolerably cultivated, and 
lefs deílitute of trees than the reít of 
Caftile. 
We next perceive the Pifuerga, a little 
river which runs from north to fouth, and 
the waters of which it was intended íhould 
be made to fupply the canal of Caftile, 
projeóled and begun in the preceding 
reign. This projeél was afterwards almoít 
abandoned, lo the great prejudice of oíd 
Caftile, which 011 ly waits for fuch an open-
ing for the fale and increafe of its produc-
tions. The canal was to begin at Segovia, 
and following the courfe of the Erefma, 
which falls into the Duero, to be conti-
nued as far north as Reynofa, receiving 
from the little rivers, in its paíTage, the 
tribute of their waters. Reynofa is but 
twcnty ieagues from Saint-Ander, a fea-
port, where all the merchandize exported 
írom oíd Caftile is íhipped. A road, which 
wi l i be déílroyed before the canal is finiíhed, 
has 
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has been made to facilítate a communl-
catión by iand. 
Continuing our way along the banks 
of the Pifuerga, which has led me into 
this digreíTion, and after having pafíed 
two íleep hills, the feet of which are 
waíhed by the river, we arrive at Quintana 
de la Puente, near to a bridge of eighteen 
arches, and Torquemada, one of the moít 
dirty and wretched towns in Spain. The 
Pifuerga is again to be croíTed here over 
a bridge of twenty-fix arches, and which 
has lately been al moít wholly rebuilt. 
Were it not for this river, the banks of 
which are extremely pleaíant, and em-
beliiíhed at fmall diílances by groups of 
trees, nothing could be more dull and 
lefs varied than the road from Villadrigo 
to Duermas. Before we arrive at the latter 
town, which ftands upon rather a íleep 
h i l l , by the fide of the Pifuerga, which 
in this place receives the river of Carrion ; 
we fee on the left the great monaílery of 
St. Iñdro, and on |:he ñde oppofite, a new 
road, begun in 1784, by the governor 
of 
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of Falencia, whofe refidence is but two 
kagues from Duennas. I t was macle at 
the expence of the neigh bou ring commn-
nities, and may ferve as a model in any 
country. This, like many other modern 
works, proves that in Spain, as well as 
other countries, a love for the public 
good, and an aélive difpofition, may un^ 
dertake any thing for general utility, pro^ 
vided the means employed to eífe6t i t be 
not oppreffive. 
From the bilis of Duennas, the coun-
try is quite flat and naked to Valladolid, 
a coníiderable city, ñtuated near the Pifu-
erga, and on the banks of the Efquava, a 
fmall river, upon which are pftabliíhed a 
few waíhing places for the wool of the 
neighbouring country. Valladolid is well 
peopled, and feems lively enough, efpe^ 
cially at the fair which is held towards 
the cnd of September, but the ítreets are 
fo dirty as to be diíguíting both to the fight 
and fmell; pcople however may, no doubt, 
accuílom themfelves to this inconvcnience 
as well as ío many others. 
Scvcral 
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Scveral of the churches of Valladolid, 
thofe efpecially of the Dominicans and of 
San Benito, are. elegant, agreeable to the 
Spaniíh tañe, that is handfome and full 
of altars richly gilt. They moreover con-
tain fome tombs of white marble, admi-
rably fculptured. The fculptures, as well 
in coloured wood as in marble, in detached 
groups or bas relief, may be traced back 
to the revival of the arts in Spain ; an 
epocha which produced Juan de Junj, 
Berruguete, Becerra, and others, who 
would do honour to more enlightencd 
ages. 
The cathedral of Valladolid engaged 
my attention. This, even towards the 
end of the year 1785, was but an enor-
mous mafs of dark-colon red ílone, wi th-
out the ieaít ornament. The pilaílers 
round the nave are of the Doric order, the 
proportions of which are obferved with the 
greateft accuracy. . The cathedral may in 
time be embelliíhed by art, but i t w i l l be 
impoffible to remove a ílriking defecl, 
which is that oa entering, a high wall 
behind 
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behind the choir is the firíl obje6l that 
prefents itfelf to view, and hides the reíl 
of the church. I was ftill more aíloniílied 
at not finding in Valladolid, a great city, 
the refidence of a biíhop and chapter, the 
feat of an univerñty, one of the ñx great 
colleges of the kingdom, and one of the 
íwo lupreme tribunals of Spain, any fucli 
thing as a map or chart to be fold, 
ñor a fmgle copy of Don Quixot. But 
in amends, there are convents in great 
plenty. A t one end of Valladolid is an 
enormous fquare, called the Campo-Grande, 
from which are feen thirteen others. 
Valladolid is not wholly without ma~ 
nufaétures, fome ftuíís and courfe cloths 
are made there from the wool of the 
íheep which are kept in the neighbour-
hood. There are alfo gold and ñlver-
fmiths, and one ftreet is entirely inhabited 
by jewellers. This is very lively and full 
of bufinefs, as are all the others which 
terminate in the great fquare. 
Olmedo, 
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Olmedo is feparated from Valiadóíid hf 
eight Ieagues of fandy foil. In all this 
di flan ce there is no other verdure to be 
feen than that of a dull foreft of pines, 
at firíl to the left of the road which after-
wards palies through it. Valdeílillas is half 
Avay, and a league farther on we pafs the 
Duero over a handfome bridge, to the right 
of which there are fome htíufes undeí 
ground, and detached vaults, in which the 
wine made in that part of the country is 
kept. 
Olmedo is íeated upon an eminence, in 
the middle of a plain, which appears al-
moít unbounded on every fide, except to 
the north-eaft, in which direélion are feeri 
fome barren hills. This city, which was 
formerly ítrong, is ftill partly enclofed by 
thick walls three quartcrs of a league in 
extent. I t has very few inhabitants or 
manufaélures, and its whüle internal ap^ 
pearance announces its decay. I w i i l 
mention but one cauíe which wi l l alfo be a 
proof of its prefent ruinous condition, 
There are ítill leven pariíhes and as many 
con-» 
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convents. A few bricks are made in or 
near the town, and the inhabitants feed 
hogs and turkeys. There are fome vine-
yards in the neighbourhood, and a few 
kitchen gardens under the ancient walls. 
Thefe conftitute ali the riches of Ol-
medo. 
Segovia is eleven leagues from Olmedo. 
The country round this city is the moít 
barren, poor and dcpopulated part of all 
Caftile. We pafs through fome towns, 
fuch as Santa María de Nieva, and Giuftí, 
and perceive the turrets of the caftle of 
Se govia and the íleeple of the cathedral at 
a confiderable diftance. The traveller'íuf-
fers much from impatience beforc he ar-
rives at this city; he has feveral circuits 
to make with many painful and tedious 
efforts before he has climbed, as i t were, 
up to the fquare of Segovia. 
As he approaches, he fees to the right 
an oíd caftle, built upon the fummit of a 
fteep rock ; and to the left, a valley wa-
tered by a little river from which it receives 
lts verdure. His imagination is by turns ex-
alted 
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aited and delighted. He forgets the parclled 
and barren country he has pafíed through, 
and of which he wi l l find a continuation 
on leaving Segovia, becaufe he is wholly 
intent on. the fine profpeéls by which he 
is furrounded. 
Let vis now cnter this city which for» 
merly was famous on feveral accounts, and 
notwithftanding its dirtinefs, and the fmall 
numberof its inhabitants, is ftill not unwor-
thy the attention of the traveller. Its prin-
cipal cdifices are the cathedral and the 
caílle or Alcázar. 
The cathedral is a mixture of the go» 
thic and mooriíh architeclure. The in-
fide is very fpacious and of majeftic íim-
plicity. The windows are well difpofed, 
and the great altar has been lately deco-
rated wi th the fineft Grenadian marble. 
I t is to be regretted that in this cathedral, 
as well as in moft others of Spain, the choir 
is placed in the middle of the nave. 
The 
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IThe Alcázar of Segovia, formerly the, 
rcficlence of the Gothic kings, is a well 
preferved edifice. W i t h i n thefe few* 
years a military fchool has been efla-
bliíhed in i t , for young gentlemen i l i -
ten ded for the artillery. Thcir educa-
tion in every particular does the greateíl 
honour to the perfon who prefides 
over i t , the Count de Lacy, infpeétor 
general of the department. 
The Alcázar was for a long time made 
ufe of as a prifon for the crews of the 
barbary corfairs who fell into the hands 
of the Spaniards. I t was impofílbie to 
fee, without compaffion, thofe robuíl 
Moors, condemned to a painful idle-
nefs, and devoting themfelves to feden-
taryemployments. They were however 
never treated with rigour, and the court 
of Spain has reftored them to thcir 
country fmce the Spanifli monarch has 
formed connexions with the Emperor. 
But nothing is more worthy the at-
tention of curioñty at Segovia, than the 
VOL. I . D aque-
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aquedu6t which the fmgular fítuation 
of the city renders necefíary. Segovia is 
built upon two hills, and the valley by 
which they are feparated ; i t beñdes ex-
tends confiderably in every direólion. 
This poñtion made i t very difficult 
for a part of the citizens to be íup-
plied wi th water. The difficulty was 
removed, according to the learned, in 
the reign of Trajan, by an aquedu6t, 
which unti l this day is one of the moít 
aíloniñiing, and the beíl preferved, of 
the Román works. I t begins on a level 
wi th the rivulet i t receives, and is, at 
ñr í l , fnpported by a fingle line of arches 
three feet h i g h ; i t rnns by a gentle 
afcent to the fummit of a h i l l on the 
other ñde of the city, and appears to 
become more elevated in proportion as 
the ground over which it is extended 
declines. At its higheíl part is has the 
appearance of a bridge boldly thrown 
over a prodigious abyfs. I t has two 
branches which form an obtufe angle, 
relatively to the city. I t is at this an-
§1^ 
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gle that i t becomes really awful. Two 
rows of arches rife majeílically one 
above tbe othcr, and the fpeélator 
feels fome impreíTion of fear in com-
paring their flender bafe wi th their 
amazing heigbt. Its folidity, which 
has braved upwards of fixteen centuries, 
feems inexplicable on clofely obferv-
ing the fimplicity of its conftru6lion. 
I t is compofed of fquare ftones, placed 
one upon another, without any exte-
rior appearance of cement, though we 
cannot now be certain whether they 
were really united without this aid, by 
being cut and placed with peculiar art, 
or whether the cement has been de-
ftroyed by time. I t is wi th regret we 
fee wretched houfes reared againíl the 
pillars of the arcades, feeking in thefe 
durable ruins, a fupport for their weak-
nefs; and, in return for this benefit, 
degrading a monument which even 
time has refpeded; but thefe fcarcely 
rife to a third of the height of the aque-
duél, and ferve, at leaft, to give an 
appearance of a greater projection to 
D 2 - i t s 
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its awefül mafs. A ímall i l l-built con-
vent has been ere6led behind the angle 
which forras the two branches. But 
what nation has not been guilty of 
like profanations ? Let thofe of my 
countrymen, whofe indignation may 
be excited by this, remember the am-
phitheatre at Nimes. 
I t is needlefs to obferve that the 
houfes near which this beneficent 
aquedua pafíes, lay it under contri-
bution on paying a certain duty, and that 
it was of the greateft utility to the 
houfes, formerly much more numerous 
than at prefent, in which the wools of 
Segovia were waíhed and dyed. 
The wools, however, have loft no-
thing of their goodnefs. The beft in 
Spain are thofe of the diftricls of Se-
govia, thofe of ^he country of Buytrago, 
leven or eight leagues eaíl of Segovia, 
thofe of Pedraza to the north; and to-
wards theDouro, thofe of A villa and León. 
The accounts which I received in Spain 
during 
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during the eighteen years I refided in 
that kingdom, enabled me to form a 
judgment of Spaniíh wool. I'íhall only 
prefent my reader with the moft inte-
reíting refults of my enquiries. 
In the firft place, i t is an almoíl uní-
verfal opinión, althongh combated by 
feveral well informed perfons, that the 
wools of Spain do not fo much owe 
their finenefs and quality to the tem-
perature of the climate or the nature of 
the foil on which the íheep are bred, 
as the cuílom of driving the flocks to 
different parts of the coontry. Two 
obfervations, well fupported, w i l l , per-
haps, be fufficient to invalídate this opi-
nión. The firft is, that in Eítramadura 
there are fiocks of íheep which are 
never driven to any other place, yet 
there is no ícnfible diíference betwecn 
their wool and that of thofe which are 
almoíl conílantly in motion ; the fe-
cond is, that evcn in the en virón s 
of Segovia, there are fraall fiocks 
which are never driven thence, and 
D 3 their 
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their wool is as fine as that of thofe 
which are. I have been aíTured by the 
people of tliis diítriél, that of the twen-
ty arrobes of fine wool grown there, near 
a third was produced by the ílationary 
flocks. Whence therefore is derived the 
cuílom, fo troublefome in various re-
fpeéls, of driving feveral millions of 
íheep all ©ver Spain * ? From that 
which caufes, propagates and eílabliíhes 
abufes, from the private intereíl of 
the great, which, in Spain, gave birth 
to the ruinous privileges of the Mcíla. 
This is a company of great proprietors. 
* In the fixteenth century the travelling íheep 
were eftimatcd at feven millions : under Philip the 
Third, the numbcr was dlminiíhed to two millions 
and a haif. Vüaúzz who wrote at the beginning 
of this century, made it amount to four millions. 
The general opinión is, that at prefent it does not 
exceed five millions. If to this number the eight 
millions of ílationary íheep be added, it will make 
near 1 y th irte en million of animáis, all managed con-
írary to the truc intereíls of Spain, for the advan-
tage of a few individuáis. For the proprietors of 
ílationary flocks alfo have privileges, which greatly 
refemble thofe of the member§ of the Mefla. 
of 
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of flocks, compofed of rich. religious 
communities, grandees of Spain, and 
opulent individuáis, who find their ao 
count in feeding their íheep at the ex-
pence of the public in every feafon of 
the year, and who, by impolitic laws 
and regulations, have given fanélion to 
a cuílom which neceííity firíl efta-
bliíhed. 
The mountains of Soria and Segovia, 
condemned to fterility by the climate, 
foil, and the íleepnefs of their fides, 
were formerly the afylum of fome 
neighbouring flocks. At the approacli 
©f winter the place was no longer tena-
ble. The íheep fought, in the circum-
jacent plains, more températe air. Their 
maílers foon changed this permiíTion 
into a right, and united themfelves by an 
aíTociation. This company in time be-
came augmented by the addition of 
others, who, having acquired flocks, 
were defirous of enjoying the fame pri-
vileges. The theatre was extended i n 
proportion as the aclors became more 
D 4 nume-
4 o THE P RE SE NT S T A T E 
numerous, and, by degrees, the pe-
riódica! excurñons of the flocks were 
extended to the plains of Eílramadura, 
where the climate was more températe 
and paílurage in plenty. 
When the abufe began to appear in* 
tolerable, i t had already taken deep root, 
and affeéled the intereít of the moíl 
powerful citizens. The confequence is, 
that for more than a century, there has ' 
been a continued ftrnggle between the 
company of the Mefta on one part, and 
the lovers of public good on the other. 
I f a traveller paffes through Spain in 
the month of Oétober, when the íheep 
tro/humantes *, arrive in great numbers 
in and about the plains of Eílramadura 
and Andalufia; or in the month of 
May, when they return towards the 
mountains of oíd Caftile ; let him be 
informed that thefe animáis have the 
right of paílurage on every common in 
their way, that the laws annex abreadth 
* The Spaniíh ñame íor the travelling íheep. 
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of ninety varas * to the road by which 
they pafs ; that the paftures which are 
referved for them in Eítramadura are 
rented at a very modérate rate, and that 
the proprietors have for a long time 
vainly folicited an augmentation of price ; 
and i f he be a Frenchman and pretend 
to the leaíl philofophy, he wi l l not fail 
to exclaim againíl fuch abfurdities and 
barbarous ignorance, forgetting t h a t j n 
bis own country, a Spaniíh traveller 
would have reafon to be ítill more fur-
prifed at the multiplicity of our cuftoms, 
at the ftrange and complex adminiftra-
tion of our finances, and at the íhameful 
inequality which fubfiíls between the 
taxes and privileges of two neighbouring 
provinces, one of which pays an enor-
mous price for falt, at the fame time that 
the other obtains i t at a very trifling ex-
pence. 
* The Spaniíli vara is to the ell of France as 5 to 
7 \ ninety varas therefore make about forty toifes or 
fathoms. 
X 1.1 v* 
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The Spaniard would exclaim, from his 
poft-chaife, What little progrefs has 
this vain and trifling nation made in the 
art of government! W h y are^not the 
laws, weights and meafures the fame i n 
every part of the kingdom ? W h y do 
not its miniílers eftabliíh a general and 
equal impo í l ; which might ib eaíily be 
eíFeéled ? A Tingle word from thetn would 
be fufficient. On the other hand, the 
Frenchman would aík, W h y the too 
great number of íheep was not diminiíh-
ed, or at leaft circumfcribed within more 
narrow bounds ? Alas ! my dear fellow-
citizen, fatigue not your imagination in 
leeking the means of delivering our allies 
from the i l l confequences of this error. 
W c l l informed people of that nation 
(for of fach there are many, notwith-
ftanding what you may fay or think to 
the contrary) have conñdered this fub-
je£t before you. Read what has lately 
been written upon i t by the Count de 
Campomanes, Don Antonio Ponz, and 
before them by Arriquibar, Lernela, 
Uftariz, and the laughing philoibpher 
Cervantes, 
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Cervantes; who, under the veil of plea-
fantry, has given fuch wife leíTons to man-
kind, and more efpecially to his fellow-
citizens. But that which to yon appears 
fo éafy to eradicate isconnccledwith many 
circumílances with which you are unac-
quainted. Without repeating what we 
havefaidconcerning the influence of per-
fons of wealth and power, who in every 
country have atall times been the greateíl 
obftacles to ufeful reforms, let us con-
ñder the reafon why the feeding of íheep 
is preferred to agricultura W i t h i n the 
laíl hundred jears the valué of wool has 
doubled, whilft grain, the cultivation of 
which requires fo much labour and is fo 
precarious, has fcarcely rifen at all in 
pnce. Ten thoufand head of íheep pro-
duce communibus annls, two thoufand 
arrobes or five hundred weight of wool: 
I f we eftimate the arrobe of wool at a 
hundred riáis, or twenty-five livrcs, theíe 
ten thoufand íheep wi l l produce fifty 
thoufand livres, (above two thoufand 
pounds) from which, indeed the expence 
of feeding, that of traveiiing, the rent of 
their 
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their winter paílures, fhepherds wages, 
and other trifling expences, muíl be 
deducled, but which leaves a neat pro-
duce fufficiently confiderabie to render 
this kind of prope.rty very valuable. W i t h 
refpeéb to the cuítom of making the 
fheep travel, i t muíl be obferved, that 
beñdes its being fanélioned by the laws, 
and having acquired by long cuftom the 
nature of a property, feveral circum-
ftances confpire not only to excufe i t , 
but even, perhaps, to render i t neceíTary. 
Thcnumber of ílieepmuft bediminiíhed, 
or fome of them muíl wander. Thofe 
which during theñne feafon 6f the year, 
feed upon the mountains of Segovia, 
Soria, Cuenca and Buytrago, would in 
winter periíh with hunger ; and where 
can a bettcr afylum be found for them 
than in Eftramadura, a province badly 
peopled, not rich, and where paílurage 
is the only rcfource ? 
How would it be poffible befides to per-
fuade theproprietors of flocks voluntarily 
to renounce a property eafily managed, 
ci-ll el. 
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and of which the almoft certain produce 
finds an inexhauftible market in manu-
facluring countries, where the wools of 
Spain are fo eageriy bought up ? I t muíl 
however be allowed that the Spaniards 
might ítill reap greater advantage from 
this commercc. The French, Dutch, 
and Englifh go to Bilboa and Saint Ander 
in fearch of the wools of Segovia and 
León. They do not even leave to the 
natives the commiilion upon the fales. 
They purchafe the wool from the íhep-
herds, and get it waíhed at their own 
expence. Of a million of arrobes *, 
which Spain annually gathers of fine 
wool, more than five hundred thoufand 
are exported waíhed, and a leíTer quan-
tity in the greafe. The duties upon this 
cxportation, which i t has not hitherto 
been thought proper to limit, are cal-
* The arrobe is twenty-five pounds. The middle 
price of the boíl wools is from twenty-three to 
twenty-four livres (aos.) the arrobe in the greafe, 
^pon which a duty of five livres ten fols (43, yd.) is 
paid on exportation. The waíhed arrobe pays 
double the fum. 
eulated 
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culatee! at about five millions of livres 
(about two hundred thoufandpounds) an-
other reafon for not haftily endeavouring 
to remedy the abufes complained of by the 
patriots. Such a refource is not too eañly 
to be abandoned, without having an equi-
valent at hand. But the government is 
ufing means to tender the exportation of 
wool more proñtable to the revenue, 
and to employ a greater quantity of i t 
in the country. A l l common wools, of 
which the exportation is prohibited, are, 
and have for fome time been, worked up 
in Spain to cloath the foldiers and lowcr 
claíTes of people* 
Fine wools are alfo made into cloth in 
feveral places, but no where better than 
at Guadalaxara, the manufaélures of 
which I viüted towards the end of the 
year 1783. I obferved wi th fome furprize 
that the art of manufacluring wool had 
in feveral refpecls made a conñderable 
progrefs. I fay wi th furprife, becaufe 
I had fo often heard i t aííerted, that the 
Spaniards underftood nothing of the mat-
ter; 
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ter ; that they knew neither how to card, 
fpin, weave, dye, mil i ñor calendar ; that 
their cloths were of a bad texture and 
wore very badly ; and that the price was 
exorbitant. How many prejudices of the 
fame nature vanilli upon impartial and 
careful examination ! I íhall ílate but 
one faa to prove, that what is faid of 
the bad quality of the cloths of Spain is 
not univerfally true, and that the Spa-
niards are in a fair way of wiping oíF all 
fimilar reproaches. I was íhewn at Gua-
dalaxara pieces of fcarlet cloth, which 
forcolour and quality, appeared tome 
worthy to be compared to the beít cloths 
of Julicn. Thefe are worth thirty-nine 
livres ( i 1. i2s . 6d.) an ell in the towri 
where they are made, and according to 
the tarif in the manufadure of Guada-
laxara^ I obferved that the price of the 
fineft fcarlet was no more than from 
thirty to thirty one livres (25S. to 253. 
iod.) an ell. On comparing other ar-
ticles of the tarif, the fame difference 
appeared between the price of Spaniíli 
cloths and thofe of France, but to the 
advan-
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advantage of the former. What appeará 
more furprifing is, that the manufaélures 
for the king's account were regulated 
with but little oeconomy, añd that of 
Guadalaxara with ítill lefs. Since I was 
there fome alteration has beeri made^ 
which wi l l improve the operations, and 
be the means of reducing the price of 
the produclions. This, however, was 
one of the molí complete manufaétories 
any where to be met with ; i t contained, 
within a fmaíl fpace, all the inftruments 
and machines neceífary for making cloth, 
except the th in fmooth paíle-board 
which is put between the folds of a piece 
of cloth before it goes into the prefs; 
this was imported from England, the 
reíl was the produ6lion of the place, not 
even excepting the íhears with which 
cloths are íhorn. There were eighty 
looms for the cloths of the firít quality, 
properly callcd cloths of San Fernando, 
from the place where they were firíl ma-
nufaélured; a hundred for thofe of the 
fecond quality, and five hündred and 
üx for ícrges, with which the Spaniards 
hope 
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hopeto do in time'without thofe of Eng-
land *. Thefe looms, contained in two 
buildings, employed three thoufandeight 
hundred and twenty-five perfons, all paid 
by the king f , befides near forty thouíand. 
difperfed over the countries of Mancha 
and the Caíliles, who fpun the wdói in -
tended to be manufaélured at Guada.-
laxara. The oeconomical adminiftration 
excepted, I atn of opinión that it would 
be difficult to find a manufaéture better 
eftabliíhed. The city, wherein it is car-
ried on, forms a ftriking contraíl wi th 
thofe in the neighbourhood. I íaw not 
one beggar or idle perfon among the fif-
teen or ñxteen thoufand inhabitants i t 
contains. Such is the advantage of ma-
nufaétures, and efpecially thofe of cloth; 
* It was calculated at the time here jeferred % 
that Spain annually paid to Engl^ nd two miliions 
ílerling for woollen articles alone. 
t His catholic majefty furniíhed from Kistreafury9 
for the fupport of this maiiufaftóry, a hundred and 
fifty thoufand livres a month ; an exorbitant fum, 
which poffibly might not be returned by the fale of 
the qloths, 
VOL. í. E that 
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that they afFord many trifling employ-
ments of whicli children and the aged and 
infirm are capable. Thefe are aids whick 
the arts oíFer to weak or íuíFering hu-
manity, to thofe whom nature feeined 
to have condemned to inutility and a 
burdenfome languor. We muíl> how-
ever relate the whole t ruth ; the Spa-
niards in general confefs themfelves in -
ferior in the arts of dying and milling 
their cloths; but as they pofíefs the firft 
materials, as well for manufaéluring as 
fór dying, a few perfons flíilled in thefe 
two arts would be fufficient to carry fe-
veral óf their manufaélures to the greateíl 
perfeétion, and the prefent government 
negleéts no means to procure them. 
Guadalaxara is alfo the only place in 
Spain where the famous cloths of V i -
gonia are made ; a valuable commodity 
which the reft of the globe muft envy 
Spaniíh America As this kind of 
cloth 
* The wooi is obtained from the province of 
Buenos-
O F S P A I N. Sí 
cloth is not yet much in ufe, the manu-
fa^ure of i t is not regularly continued. 
í t is difficult even to procure a few ells of 
it , without havinggiven forthem a.pre-
vious order of íbme months. Some of 
this cloth álfo is made for the king of 
Spain, who makes prefents of i t to dif-
ferent fovereigns. In 1782, his majeíty 
fent twenty pieces to the grand feignior, 
immediately after the treaty which he 
had juft concluded with the Port. They 
were very well received 5 and it was faid, 
on this occafion, that Spain would not be 
forry to give the Turks an inclination 
for their cloths. Manufaéluring na-
tions were a little alarmed at thb, but 
perhaps without much reafon. The 
Spaniíh government is too wife to un-
dertake to rival thefe natíons in fuch a 
commerce, unt i l i t is enabied, from its 
manufaélures, to fupply the twenty mi l -
lions of fubjeéls in its own dominions. 
Spain knows how far íhe yet is from 
Buenos-Ayres and from Peni; that ofthe firíl is 
longer, but the other is more lilky. 
E 2 fuch 
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fucli a ftate of profperity. The manu-. 
faólory of Guadalaxara finds in that of 
BníTnega, at four leagucs diftance, aklnd 
o f aíTiftant. The latter contains a hun-
dred looms, all cmployed in weaving 
cloths o f the firft quality. 
Segovia, which has ever been famous 
for the goodnefs of its wool, was formerly 
not lefs lo for the number and perfe6lion 
of its manufaélures. I t is fallen from-
its ancient fplendour to a degree affliól-
ing to every fríend of his country. I n 
1785, the number of looms did not ex-
ceed two hundred and fifty. 
The moíl confíderabieof its manufae-
tones was that of Ortiz, eílabliíhed in 
1779, under the ñame of The Royal Ma-
nufaólory ; the king allows a certain 
íum to be employed in i t . Ortiz furnilh-
ed employment, in 1785, for three thou-
fand perfons in Segovia and the environs, 
and had fixty-thrce looms at work, in 
which cloths of every quality, from pieces, 
which according to the ordinanccs? con-
tain 
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tain two thoufand threads, to thofe of 
four thoufand, were manufa6lured. The 
idlenefs of the inhabitants of that city 
was íhe onlyobftacle to aninduflry which 
might otherwile have been conñderable, 
thepriviiegcs by which the miniíter wiíhed 
to encourage the firít undertakings are 
not burthenfome to the reft of the ma-
núfaclurers. They all fell in compe-
tition at a price by no means exorbitant. 
The deareft cloths in the month of Sep-
tember, 1785, coft no more than ninety 
riáis a vara, which is nearly thirty-one 
livres ten fols (26S. 3d.) an ell. 
Ideas may be formed of every thing 
relative to the Spaniüi íheep and their 
precious fpoils, without going far from 
Segovia. 
I t is in the neighbonring mountains 
that a part of the wandering íheep feed 
during the fine feafon. They leave them 
in the month of Oclober, pafs over thofe 
which feparate the two Caftiles, crofs 
New Caílile and difperfe th«míel ves m 
E 3 . the 
54 THE PRESENT STATE 
the plains of Eíbramadiira and Andalufía. 
For fome years paíl thofe of the tvvQ 
Caítiles, which are within reach of 
the Sierra-Morena, go thither to pafs 
thewinter; which, in that part of Spain, 
is more mild : the length of their day's 
journey is in propprtion to the paitare 
they meet wi th . They travel in flocks 
from a thonfand to twelve hundred in 
number, under theconduél of two íhep-
herds; one of whom is called the Ma~. 
yora¡% the pther the Zagal. When 
arrived at the place of their deftination, 
they are diftributed in the paftures pre-
vioufly affigned them. They return in 
the month of A p r i l ; and whether i t be 
habit or natural inílin6t that draws them 
towards the climate, which at this feafon 
becomes moíl proper for them, the in -
quietude which they manifeíl might, 
in cafe of need, ferve as an almanack tq 
their condu6lors, 
While on their return, in the month 
of May, they are íhorn, an operation of 
confiderable magnitude in Spain, be-
caufe 
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caufe there i t is performed in great build-
ings contrived fo as to receive whole 
flocks of forty, fifty and fometimes fixty 
thoufand íheep *. The harveíl and vint-
age in cornand wine countries are not fea-
fons of greater feftivity. The íheep-
íheering is a time of rejoicing, both to 
the owner and workmen. The latter 
are divided into dañes, each of which 
has its diítinót employment. A hundred 
and twenty-five workmen are necefíary 
to every thoufand íheep. Each íheep 
produces four forts of wool, more or lefs 
fine according to the part from whence i t 
is taken. In the neighbourhood of Se-
* Each flocli, belongíng to one proprletor, is called 
3, cavana, which is pronounced cavanyQ; they 
take the ñame of their proprietors, The moft 
numerous cávanos are thofe of Bejar and Ne* 
gretti, each of which cpnfift of lixty thoufand íheep. 
In that of the Efcurial, one of the moft famous, 
íhere are fifty thoufand. Prejudice or cuftom 
gives a preference to the wool of one cavana to that 
of another. Thus, for inílance, no wools, except 
thofe of the cavernas of Nigretti, the Efcurial and 
Paular, are made ufe of at Guadalaxara, 
E 4 govia 
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govia there are feveral íhearing houfes • 
(Efquileos). One of the moíl remarkable 
is that of Iturvieta. 
When the íhearing is finiíhed, the 
wool is made up in bags and fent to 
the fea ports, where it is íhipped wi th -
out any other preparation, or to the 
waíhing or fcowering places in different 
parts of Caítile. There are feveral in 
the diílri6t of Segovia. I particularly 
examined one p f the moíl confiderable, 
that of Ortijofa, three leagues from St. 
íldefonfo, I was there convinced that 
this pperation, imperfeéi as i t appears 
at firít fight, becaufe foreign manu-
faélurers repeat it before they make ufe 
of the wool, fuíhcicntly anfwers the 
intention, which is to preierve the wool, 
ío that i t íhail not be poííible for the 
longeíl voyage tp alter its quality. 
A l l the wool ufed in the royal manur 
faélory of Guadalaxara is fcowered in 
this quarter. The quantity* annually 
fcowered herc is aboiit forty thoufand 
arrobes 
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arrobes (or five hundrcd ton) which 
by tbis operation is reduced to the half. 
The íituation conld not have been better 
chofen ; i t is very fpacious, and forms 
a kind of bafon, the inner divifions of 
\yhicli are meadows, on an eafy declivity, 
which termínate in a common center, 
and are open to the rays of the fun i i \ 
every díre6lion. 
The wool is carried thither in the 
ílate i t was when taken from the íheep ; 
each fleece is as i t was firít made up. 
In this form i t is given to the Apar-
tadores, who divide i t into three heaps 
pf diíFerent qualtities. They are fo ao 
cuílomed to this bnfinefs, which re-
quires a long apprenticeíhip, that they 
can teil, at firíl fight, fromwhat part of 
the animal each flock of wool has been 
taken. Thefe three forts thus fepa-
rated are extended upon wooden hur-
dles, where they are fpread, beaten and. 
cleanfed from the duít and dirt adhe-
rmgto them ; they are afterwards taken 
to the waíhing place. 
As 
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As íbon as tlie water in the great 
copper is pn the point of boilíng, i t is 
let out by two great fpigots that open 
or íluit certain pipes by which i t is con-
veyed into three fquare wells, lined 
wi th hewn ftone, and about three or 
four feet deep. The hot water falls 
npon a bed of wool, which covers the 
bottom of the welL The wool thus 
difpofed is turned in every direélion by 
three men. Each íbrt of wool is waíhed 
feparately ; and, according to its finehefs, 
re qu i res the water to be more or lefs 
heated. 
After this firft opcration, the wool is 
again ípread upon hurdles, to drain off 
the water, and with i t the filth, which 
it has begun to diílolve. The coarfe locks 
are affo feparated from the reíl, and 
íbld for the benefit of the fouls in pur-
gatory; for, in Spain, religión is con-
necled with every thing. The Spa-
niards mean to fanctify by this aíToci-
ation, frequently not a little ridiculous, 
their occupations, riches, and even their 
pie a-
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pleafures. The motive, however chL 
¡nerical, is amiable; the defign, com-
inendable. Pity i t is that as much can^ 
not be faid of the means. But |et us 
return to our fubjeól. 
The hprdles upon which the vvool 
is fpread out, are placed in an interval 
pf three or four feet, which feparates 
the ítone-wells from the narrow aque-
du6t, alio of ftone, through which runs 
a ftream of cold water. A man placed 
at the entrance of the aquedu¿t receives 
thp wool, and throws it i n ; while five 
men, who ftand by the fide below the 
firíl man, prefs and rub i t with their 
feet as Jt paíTes, and. fend i t from one 
to the other. Still lower down are other 
workrnen who ílop i t in its paíTage, and 
íhrow i t on a ítone ílope, where i t 
drains, while the water runs off into a 
gutter contrived below the flope. A 
net, placed at the extremity of the little 
aqueduél, retains the locks, which, from 
time to time, are carried away by the 
rapidity of the ciirreíit. 
When 
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When the wool is well drained, it is 
fpread upon the declivity of the mea-
dows which we have before-mentioned, 
and four fine funny days are fcarcely 
fufficient to dry i t thoroughly. When 
i t is quite dry i t is put into bags to be 
carried away. Initial letters upon the 
bags indicate the fort of wool contained 
in each; and, befides thefe, there is a 
mark which diftinguiíhes the flock by 
which it was furniíhed ; fo that a con-
noiffeur, who faw the bags, would lay, 
that is fine or fuperfine wool of the 
Eícurial, Negretti, or Bejar flocks. 
I make no apology for thefe details; 
they may furniíh our proprietors of 
íheep wi th ufeful knowledge, as well 
as give hints to our manufaclurers of 
the ufe to be made of our wools, or at 
leaít infpire them with emulation, and 
indicate to them the means of improve-
ment. They may moreover ferve, in 
many refpecls, to vindícate the Spa-
niards from the charge of idlenefs and 
ignorancc, which has fo frequently been 
b r o u g h t 
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brought againíl them. Confequently I 
mereiy pay a tribute due to juílice. 
I Chali now leave Segovia and its en-
virons, and conduA ray reader to the 
caftle of St. Ildefonfo, which is only 
two leagucs from it. The high moun-
tains which command i t are feen at a 
great diílance, and fcarcely has the tra-
veller quitted Segovia before he difcovers 
the caftle itfelf, which the rifing #or 
fmking, of the road, from time to time, 
conceals or difcovers. Appearances by 
no means announce the refidence of a 
great court. The country is barren, and a 
few wretched hamlets, atfmall diftances, 
give no idea of the enlivening preíence 
of the monarch. Ñor would i t be fuf-
peded, that in that fpacious and naked 
horizon, therc were manufaclures of ya-
rious kinds, fuch as of paper, cloth, and 
glafs, or that the environs of St. Ilde-
fonfo were decorated wi th rivulets, cuí-
tivated fields, meadows, and clumps 
of green oaks; ñor, after having feen 
aü thefe, is i t poffible to conceive 
that 
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that the refult íhouid be fo poor and 
dilmal. This muíl firft be attributed 
to the nature of the foil and the íitu-
ation of that part of Caílile, furrounded. 
by mountains, and without roads, ca-
líais, or navigable rivers. But i t muft 
be more particularly afcribed to the nu-
merous herds of deer which live in peace 
ín this diftrift, and never have their re-
pofe diílurbed by the royal hunt ímen 
who pafs there about three months in • 
the year, and appear more difpofed to 
preferve than to deftroy them. 
The country, however, becomes more 
beautiful as we approach St. Ildefonfo ; 
a number of rivulets meander through 
the freíh vcrdure, and the deer wander 
in herds in the copfes, or bound upon 
the hilis in a fecurity which could not 
be expeled in thofe timid animáis; the 
tops of a few handfome houfes appear 
above the green oaks; and the group, 
formed by the caílle and the adjoin-
ing edifices, crowned by mountains, 
ibme naked? others covered to their 
fum~ 
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íummits with trees and ílirubs, prefents 
a very pleafing profpea. At length we 
arrive at the gate fronting the royal re-
íidence, and which is feparated from i t 
by a fpacious court in form of a glacis. 
The whole bears fome refemblance to 
Verfailles, which, although imperfea, 
cannot but be pleafing to a Frenchman. 
He, at firft, imagines that Philip V , 
who built St. Ildefonfo, wiíhed to have 
about his perfon fuch objeéls as might 
recall to his recolleaion the abode 
which was fo dear to him in his early 
youth. He feems to have had the fame 
intention in eftabliíhing his military 
houíliold. 
Of the oíd guards of the kings of 
Spain there remains but one company 
of halbardiers, which may be compared 
ta that of the hundred Swifs. Philip V , 
eílablilhed three companies of body 
guards, each of two hundred men, mo-
delled, wi th refpeft to form and cloath-
mg, after thofe of the French court. 
Two 
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T w o regiments, which guard the exte-
rior of the caílle, that of the Spaniíli 
guards, and the regiment of Walloons, 
are alfo perfeót copies of our regiments 
of French and Swifs guards. A com-
pany is detached from each of them to 
do duty wherever the court refides. 
The command of each of thefe fix 
military corps which form the interior 
and exterior guard of the kings of Spain, 
is given to the moít diftinguiíhed per-
fons of the nation. The commander 
of the halbardiers is always a grandee of 
Spain. The captain of the Spaniíh com-
pany of body guards is one of the moft 
illuftrious families. That of the Italian 
company is generally an Italian noble-
man, and the captain of the Flemiíh 
corps is either a noble Fleming, or fome 
ílranger of rank. The fame rule is ob-
ferved wi th refpecl to the Walloons. 
The captain of the Spaniíh guards is 
always chofen from the moíl diílin-
gniíhed grandees of Spain. 
This 
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This refemblance to our court, ob-
ferved at St. Ildefoníb, which makes a 
Frenchman recolleél Verfailles, is like 
á diminutive íhade in painting, and 
fmooths the pafíage from one court to 
the other, fo that when arrived at St. 
Ildefoníb, you are tempted to believe 
that you are but half the diítance by 
which they are feparated. 
The proofs of the predileélion whicli. 
Philip V . had for this place of royal 
refidence have furvived him. His re-
remains are depoñted in a chapel within 
the caftie. 1 vifited this maufoleum, 
which has fomething awful in its i lm-
plicity. 
The appeararice of the tomb which 
contains an illuílrious perfon, always 
excites ferious reflexión. What then 
líiuft be the impreíTion made by that 
of a prince, whofe reign hoíds fo dif-
ímguiíhed a place in modern hiílory, 
and forms the epocha of the laíl ex-
Ploits of Loüis X I V , and of his greateíl 
V o L ' F dif» 
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difaílers ; of a prince for whofe intereíls 
Europe was agitated by three wars within 
lefs than half a century ; and whom the 
conqueft of the greaíeft monarchy in 
the world could not render happy. At 
leaíl the gloomy meiancholy which ob-
fcured the laíl ycars of his Ufe, proved 
that the moít brilliant fucceíTes of am-
bition are ever followed by fatiety and 
languor. What a fubject for philofo-
phical refleélions upon the vanity of 
human greatnefs l 
After having indulgcd my mind with 
thefe at the foot of the tomb of Philip, 
I went to viüt the enchanting abode 
which he prepared for himfelf in the 
midft of a folitary wood, and in the 
bofom of fteep mountains, There is 
nothing magniñcent in the palace, par-
ticularly in its exterior appearance. The 
fron-t on the fide of the garden is of the 
Corinthian order, and not deftitute of 
elegance. Here are the king's apart-
rnents, which look upon a parterre, 
furrounded wi th vafes and raarbie (ta-
túes 
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íües, and a cafcade which, for the rich-
nefs of its dccorations, may be compared 
with the fineíl of the kíndo 
The purity and clearnefs of the water 
is indeed incomparable. Philip V , could 
not, in this refpeél, be better ferved by 
na tu re. From the mourítains which 
íhade the palace, defcend feveral r ivu-
lets, which íüpply the refervoirs. Thefe 
waters anfwer the doubie purpofe of 
fupplying nnmérous founíains, and' of 
diífufing life and verdure through the 
magnificent gardens, the ñght of which 
alone is a fufficient recompenfe for a 
journey into Spain. Thcy are 011 the 
infide a league in circumfercnce. The 
inequality of the ground affcrds every 
momcnt new points of view. The prin-
cipal alleys anfwer to different fummíts 
of neighbouring momitams ; and ene in 
particular produces the moft agreeable 
éífeél, I t is térrainated at one end by 
^e grand front of the palace.- From 
Ais point are feen, at one view, five 
fountains, ornamented with elegant 
' F 2 groups3 
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groups, riímg into an amphitheatre,. 
above which appear the fummits of 
lofty mountains. The moít elevated of 
thefe groups is that of Andrómeda 
faílened to a rock. When feen at a 
little diftance i t is perhaps defe6livey 
becaufe the rock appears too diminutive 
by the fide of the moníler which threatens 
Andrómeda; and of Perfeus, by whom 
i t is attacked ; but the whole contri-
butes to the beauty of the view. Tbe 
moft remarkable of the five groups is 
that of Neptune. 
Genius prefided at the compofition 
and in the choice of the ñtuation; the 
deity of the ocean appears ere6t, fur-
rounded by his marine court. His at-
titude, his threatening countenance, 
and tíie manner of holding his tridente 
announce that he has juft impofed fi-
lence on the mutinous waves; and the 
calm which reigns in thebafon, defended 
from eyery wind by the triple wail of ver-
dure, by which it is furrounded, feem 
to indicate that he has not iíTued his 
com-
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commands in vain. Often have I feated 
myfelf, wi th Virgil in my hand, by the 
fíde of this íilent water, undet the 
fhade of the verdant foliage, ñor bver 
did I fail to recolkél the famous ^uos 
Pgo ! 
There are other fountains worthy of 
the attention of the curious; fuch as 
that of Latona, where the limpid íheaves, 
fome perpendicularly, and others in 
every direaion, fall from the hoarfe 
throats of the Lycian peafants, half 
transformed into frogs, and fpouting 
them forth in fuch abundance, that 
the ítatue of the Goddefs difappears 
under the wide mantle of liquid cryf-
t a l ; that alfo of Diana in the bath, fur-
rounded by her nymphs; in the twink-
ling of an eye all the chaíle court is 
hidden beneath the waters ; the fpeélator 
imagines he hears the whiílling of aqua-
tic birds, and the roaring of lions from 
the pkce whence this momentary de-
luge efcapes by a hundred canals. The 
fountain of Fame is formed by a fingle 
F 3 jet-
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jet-d'eau, which rifes a hundred and 
thirty feet, exhibiting to the diílance of 
feveral leagues round the triumph of 
art over nature, and falls in a gentle 
íhower upon the gazing fpeélators, 
There m'c fome ñtuations in the gar-
dens of St. Ildefoníb, whenee the eye 
takes in the whole of the greater part 
pf thefe fomitains, and where the ear is 
delighted wi th the harmony of their 
marmurs. The traveller who wiílies to 
charm ali his fenles at once, muft 
take his ñation on the high fíat 
ground in front of the king's apart-
ment. In the thick part of the foli-
age are contrived two large arbours, 
from the top of which are feen twenty 
cryftai columns rifing into the air to 
the height of the furrounding trees, 
mixing their reí píen dent whiteneís with 
the verdure of the foliage, uniting their 
confufed noife to the niftling of the 
^ranches, and reñ'eíliing and embalm-
ing the air ; i f the traveller here ex-
perience no pleafmg feníations, let him 
feturn borne, he is uttcrly incapable 
' , • "V ' ' \ ' : : o f 
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of feeling either the beauties of art or 
nature. 
The reader may liere imagine my en-
tliuñaím too extravagant. He is mif-
taken ; lef him foliow me to the great 
refervoir of abimdant aüd limpid waters. 
He wil l have to climb for fome minutes, 
bot wi l l not regret the trouble he has 
taken, Let us fuppofe ourfelves arrived 
at the long and narrow alley which takes 
np the whole of the upper part of the 
gardens ; proceed to the middle, and 
turn your face toward the caílle. T o 
the vaíl horizon around yon, no other 
boundarics are difcovered but thofe 
which Ümit the human ñ g h t ; theíe 
alone prevent yon from difcovering the 
Pyrenees. Obferve the ñeeple which 
lecms but a point in the immenfe ex-
tent; you wi l l perhaps imagine i t to be 
that of the pariüi church of St. Ilde-
fonfo ; but, in rcality, i t is the cathe-
dral of Segovia, at two leagues diílance. 
The gardens, through which you have 
pafíedj becorae narrower to the eye. You 
' , F 4 fup-
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íupppfe yourfelf clofe to the royal habi-
ta tion ; the alleys, fountains, and par-? 
terres have all difappeared ; yon f e e but 
one ro^d which, in the forrn of a vefíel, 
uppn the prow of which you feem tq 
íland, has its ílern on the top of the 
palace. Afterward turn and take a view 
of the little lake behind yon, of which 
the irregular borders do not, like what 
w e cali our Engliíh gardens, merely ape 
the diforder of Nature. Nature her-
felf has traced them, except on the 
fide where you íland. This ítraight 
alley is united at each end to the curve 
which furrounds the referyoir. The 
wáters, which ítream in abundance from 
the fides of the mountain in front, 
meet in this refervoir, and thence de-
fcend by a thoufand inviñble tubes, to 
other refervoirs, whence they are fpout-
ed in columns or íheets upon the flowery 
ibil to which they" were ílrangers. The 
birds, drawn by their clearnefs, come 
to íkim and agitate their cryílal. The 
.jmage of the tufted woods which fur-
rpund them is reflecled from their iinT 
moveable 
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moveable furface, as is alfo that of fome 
íimple and rural houles, thrown, as by 
accident, into this deiightful pifture, 
which Lorrain would have imitated, 
but, perhaps, could not have imagined, 
Tlie oppofite bank is obfcijred by thick 
íhades. Some hollows overíhadowed by 
arching trees, feem to be the afylums 
of the Naiades. Diíturb them not by 
indifcreet loquacity, but filently admire 
and meditatp. 
I t is impofíible, however, not to go 
to the fource of thcíc waters; let us 
foliow the meandring of their con ríe, 
and obferve the winding paths which 
there terminate, after appearing and dif-
appearing at intervals through the copie. 
Let us Hiten to the bubbiing of the r i -
yulets which, from time to time, efcape 
from our fight, and bailen to the ren-
dezvous affigned them by the defcend-
ants of Louis X I V . They formerly ioft 
themfeives in the yalleys, where they 
quenched the thirft of the h unible i n -
habitantSj but are now confecrated to 
the 
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the pleaíures of kings. • Afccnding 
the back of the pyramidical moun-
tain, behind whicli their fource is con» 
cealed, we arrive at the wali which con-
fines a part of them in the garden, and 
which was hidden by the trees; nothing 
however, ought here to recall to miiid, 
excluñve property and flavery. Woods, 
waters, and the majeftic folitude of 
monntains, which are at a diílance from 
the tnmult of courts and citics, are the 
property of every man. 
Beyond this wall, which forms the 
exterior enciofure of the gardens, is an 
empty and fíat ground, wherc the in-
fant Don Louis brother to the king, 
chofe a place which he confecratcd to 
cultivation. Farther on the monntain 
becomes more íleep, and is covered with 
trees to its fummit. Let us now re-
t u r n ; as we feek amufement and not 
fatigue. We wi l l follow the courfe of 
the waters, they defcend in bubbling 
ñreams from one level of the gardens to 
the other, In their courfe, in one place 
they 
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they water the feet of the trees, in others 
they crofs an alley to nouriíh more ílow-
iy the plants of a parterre. From the 
bafon of Andrómeda they run between 
íwo rows of trees in the forrn of a canal, 
the too fndden inclination of which is 
taken oíFby cafcades and windings. They 
receive and carry wi th them from the 
gardens the rivulets, which, after having 
played amongft the gods and nymphs, 
and moiítened the throats of the fwans, 
tritóns and lions, humbly delcend under 
ground, and rnn on into the bofom of 
the neiglibouring meadows, where they 
fulfill purpoíes lefs brilliant but more 
ufeful. 
We muít. not quit thefe magniñcent 
gardens without ftopping at a place 
which appcars to promife much but pro-
duces not any very great effeél. This is 
the fquare of the eight allies, Piafa Je 
¡as ocho calles. In the center is the group 
of Pandora, the only one which is of 
whitened ítone, all the others are of 
White marble or lead painted of a bronze 
colour. 
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colour. Eight alleysanfwer to this cen-
ter, and each is terminated by a foun-
tain. Plats of verdure fill up the inter-
vals between the alleys, and each has 
an altar under a pórtico of white marble 
by the fide of a bafon facred to fome 
god or goddefs. Thefe eight altars, 
placed at equal diílances and decorated, 
among other jets-d'eau, have two which 
rife in the form of tapers on each fide of 
their divinities. This cold regularity 
difpleafed Philip V . who a little before 
his death, when vifiting the gardens, 
made fome fevere reproaches to the in -
ventor upon the fubjeót. Philip had 
not the pieafure of completely enjoying 
what he had created; death furprifed 
him when the works he had begun were 
but half finiilied. The undertaking was 
however the moft expenfive one of his 
reign. The ñnances of Spain, fo de-
ranged under the princes of the houfe of 
Auftria, thanks to the wife calculations 
of Orry, to the fubñdies of France, and 
ftiii more to the courageous efforts of 
the faithful Caftilians, would have been 
fufficienü 
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fufficient for three long and ruinotís 
wars, and for all the operations of a 
monarchy which Philip V . had con-
quered and formed anew, as well as to 
have reílíled the íhocks of ambition and 
polilical intrigue; but they lunk beneath 
the expenüvc cíForts of magnificence. 
I t is fingular that the caílle and gar-
dens of St. Ildefonfo íhould have coíl 
about forty-five millions of piaílres, pre-
cifely the fum in which Philip died i n -
debted. This enormons expence w i l l 
appear credible when i t is known that 
the ñtuation of the royal palace was at 
the beginning of this century the floping 
top of a pile of rocks; that i t was ne-
ceffary to dig and hew out the ñones, 
and in feveral places to level the rock ; 
to cut out of its ñdes a paíTage for a hun-
dred different cañáis, to carry vegitative 
earth to every place in which i t was 
intended to fubílitute cultivation for 
ílerility, and to work a mine to clear a 
paíTage to the roots of the numerous 
trees which are there planted. A l l thefe 
' eíForts 
T H E PRESENT S T A T E 
eíForts were crowned with fuccefs. íil 
the orchards, kitchen gardens and parter-
res there are but few fiowers, efpaliers or 
plants which do not thrive ; but the trees 
naturally of a lofty growth, and which 
confequently muft ílrike their roots deep 
into the earth, already prove the infuf-
ficiency of art when i t attempts to 
ftruggle againíl natnre. Many of them 
languiíh wi th withered trunks and 
with difficulty keep life in their almoíl 
naked branches. Every year it is neceííary 
to cali in the aid of gun-powder to make 
new beds for thoíe which are to fupply 
their place ; and none of them are covered 
wi th that tuftcd foliage which belongs 
only to thoíe that grow in a natural 
foil. I n a word, there are in the groves 
of St. Ildefonfo, marble ftatnes, baíbns, 
cafcades, limpid waters, verdure and de-
lightful profpech, every th ing but that 
which ^ould be more charming than 
all the reft, thick (hades. 
The court of Spain comes hither an-
nually during the heat of the dog days* 
I t 
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I t arrives towards the end of July and 
returns at the beginning of Odober. 
The fitnation of St. Ildefonfo, upon the 
declivity of the mountains which fepa-
rate the two Gañiles, and fronting a 
vaft plain where there is no obílacle to 
the paííage of the north wind, renders 
this abode delightful in fummer. The 
mornings and evenings of the hoteíl 
days are agreeably cool. Yet as this 
palace is upwards of twenty leagues from 
Madrid*, and half of the road which 
leads to it croífes the broad tops of moun-
tains, extremely íleep in many places, i t 
is much more agreeable to the lovers of 
the chace and folitude than to others. 
I arrivcd there at a time as briilxant for 
the court of Charles I I I . as i t was flatter-
ingto that monarch.- He expecled the 
arrival of oneof his auguíl nephews, the 
* Fouríeen Spaniíh leagues, feventeen and. a 
half to a degree. Thefe fourtcen make upwards 
of twenty of thofe of Franca (and above fiíty-fivc 
Englifh miles). I t is a great effort to perform this 
Journey in fiX hours with muíes which are much 
more fwift than our beíl poíl-horfcs, 
count 
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eontit cTArtoiss who allured by the glóry 
promifed to the befiegers of Gibraltar, 
was going to give new luítre to viélory 
by his prelence and íhare iri tile laurels. 
I t is well known how abortivo thefé 
fplendid expeétatións proved by a fatality 
which renders vain the projeéls even of 
kings. The amiable brother of our íb-
vereign, while making every exertion in 
his power, could only Ihew his courage 
and his love for his country. The zea-
lous ardour wi th which he paffed the 
Pyrenees excited all the enthuñafm of 
admiration and love. I had the happi-
nefs of being every where a witnefs to i t 
in my jonrney throngh Biícay and Caf-
tile ; he was impatiently expe6led day 
after day. Every perfon I met enquired 
of me Goncerning him ; and I was joy-
fully received as one of his fore-runners» 
The people imagined, becaufe I was a 
Frenchman, I muft know and love him, 
Since the conqueíl of Spain by the houfe 
of Bourbon, this was the firíl time that 
one of the fupporters of the. ancient 
throne had approached the new one; 
The 
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The Spaniíh monarch, towhom, iri the 
midft o f royal occupations and political 
cares, the fentiments of nature have ever 
been dear, expeéled bis nephew with tile 
impatience o f a father. In bis manrier 
o f receiving him the courtiers knew not 
whether they íhould moíl admire bis 
magnificence or the proofs of bis aíFec-
tion. Ti le forefight of the fovereign ex-
tended to bis paíling the Pyrene.es, and 
he feemed to have communicated to all 
bis lubjeóls both bis joy and impatience. 
How amiably did the youthful prince re-
turn thefe homages of the beart; and 
how well was bis gratitude feconded by 
the friends who accompanied him ! A t 
Segovia he found the king's guards who 
conduéled him in triumph to the palace, 
amid the -tbunder of artillery, the beatino; 
of drums and the acclamations of the 
court and people. An afFecling inter-
view fucceeded to this ceremonious 
pomp. The oldeíl monarch in Europe 
preffed to bis bofom the amiable hcir to 
bis ñame. Tears fell from bis eyes; and 
aíFeélion, united with dignity, provecí to 
h G every 
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every fpeélator that the habit of great-
nefs deprives not all hearts of tender-
nefs, and that Natnre ever has her irre-
fiftible claims. The connt d'Artois, and 
thofe who accompanied him, were lodged 
i n the palace. The whole houfehold 
was at his command ; but care was taken 
that thofe about his perfon íhould, by 
their manners and language, recall to his 
mind a faint idea of the court he had 
qnitted. Thefe attentions had no bounds 
but that of the deñre of leaving a yonng 
prince at ful! liberty, which is far pre-
ferable to all the vain homages of cere-
mony. The king of Spain himfelf leads 
a very regular life ; fome certain employ-
ment is afligned to every hour of the 
day ; yet nothing was deranged on ac-
f.ount of his nephew's arrival. Hunting, 
fílhing, his devotions and his bufmefs 
wi th the miniílers were all continned as 
ufual. The count d'Artois, on his part, 
knew how to enjoy the liberty granted 
him. W i t h the docility of any leis i l -
lufhious pupi l ; he fubraitted himfelf to 
the-; 
Ó F S i* A I N. 83 
the care ofthe count of Mdntmorin^ am» 
baíTador of the king his brother. 
I faw but littie of the count, who was 
wholly employed in the honourable taík 
impofed upon him ; but according to 
every thing I heard, I judged that i t 
could not be better executed, ñor the 
intereft of the king better attended to 
than by this nobleman. He would have 
been every where Well placed. He was 
particularly fo in Spain, a nation in 
general littie prejudiced in our favour. 
We have however proved to the Spa-
niards in his perfon, that the French 
alfo are fufceptible of gravity unaccom-
panied by pedantry, that they may pof~ 
fefs wifdom without auílerity, dignity 
without pride, and prudence without 
timidity. Treated by the Spaniíh mo-
narch and all his auguíl family, with 
the greateíl kindnefs and refpeél he con-
ciliated to himfelf the confidence of the 
minifters, the efteem of the great, and 
the good-will of the people. The nati-
onal characlcr is fomewhat cold, and not 
V G 2 , too 
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too prodigal of the tokens of its benevo-
lence ; but períbns of merit are there-
fore the more flattered in receiving them; 
and I never yet have mct with any one 
who knewthe Spaniards intimately wi th-
out having conceived for them a ílrong 
and lafting eíteem. There is no court 
in Europe where the perfons of ambaíTa-
dors are more generaiiy known. In 
other courts they are feldom communi-
catcd with except upon the aírairs with 
which they are chargecL At that of 
Madrid, they are confian tly befo re the 
eyes of the monarch, efpecially the fa-
mily ambaíladors. Every morning as 
foon as the king returns from hunting, 
or has finiíhed the bufinefs which pre-
venís his takingthat diverfion every day, 
he reeeives thofe of his mmiíters who 
have any thing to commnnkate to him ; 
thefe are fucceeded by his confeíTor. 
After this audience the family ambaíía-
dors are introduced ; and in theie fecret 
conferences, i t is laid, the rnofí; delicate 
affairs. are frequently difcuffed. Thefe 
ambaíTadors afíerwards join thofe of other 
eourts^ 
O F S P A 1 N. S.5 
courts, between whom the converfatioii 
is generally íhort. 
The king's dinner immediately fuc-
ceeds, at the end of which the whole 
corps dlplomatique is again introduced. 
After having appeared at the tables of 
the princes and princeíTes, the ambaffadors 
and envoys from foreign courts pafs inte 
the cabinet, where the monarch gives 
them a fe con d audience. Thefe au-
diences are repcated every day, and at 
th@ fame hour, efpecially for the ambaf-
fadors of France and Naples, who, as 
family ambaíladors, lefs frequently per-
mit themfelves to be abíent from the 
court than thofe from other powers. The 
whole ,day is paffed by the king of Spain 
with the fame regularity and exaélnefs. 
An hour after dinner he goes wi th the 
princeof Afturias to the chace, whence he 
does not return until the evenins:. Ex-
a6l in the dudes of a father of a family, 
as well as in thofe of a fovereign,' he 
goes to embrace his chiídren, tranfacfs 
buíinefs with one of his miniílersj makes 
G 3 iprut j 
r 
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a party wi th fome of the grandees whó 
attend on his perfon, fups in prívate, 
and retires early to bed. A t ten o'clock 
the moíl profound filence reigns i n his 
palacc. 
This conrt, To regular in its con-? 
du6l and fimple in its manners, is not 
however wanting in magnificcnce. The 
monarch, who always eats alone, has 
behind his chair his grand maíler, his 
almoner, and the captain of his guards. 
His table is ferved by two grandees, on© 
of them places the diíhes and the other, 
upon one knee, gives him the cup. There 
can be nothing bumiliating in this pof-
ture, which íhocks thofe who at' other 
times are admitted to the familiarity of 
the fovereign, becaufe i t is fanétioned 
by habit, and becaufe the principal per-? 
íbns of the kingdom fubmit to i t ; be* 
íides, is not this homage, at which 
French vanity is fo much offended, ren-
dered alfp at the courts of Vienna and 
London, where the authority of the 
monarch is in fo many refpeóts circum* 
fcribed | 
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fcribed ? At Madrid i t is paid to all the 
perfons of the royal family ; and the 
ladies who ferve the princefíes kneel 
iikewife upon one knee, when they 
prefent them any thing to drink. 
But the magnificenee of the conrt of 
Spain ís more particularly difpiayed 011 
gala-days. The fe are of two kinds, the 
great and leífer galas. The great galas 
are kept eight times a year, on the 
birth-days of the king, the prince and 
princefs of Aíturias, and of the king and 
queen of Naples : the leífer ones, which 
are called demi-galas, are in honour of 
the other princes and princeíTes, de-
fcendants of Philip V . Thefe only re-
quire the courtiers to be dreífed a little 
better than ordinary; but at the granel 
galas, the greateíl luxury of dreís is 
difpiayed, in which, however, taíle does 
not always prefide. Every perfon in 
the lervice of the court, from the 
grand maíter to thofe who hold the 
moíl inconfidcrable cmploymcnts, have 
a uniform fnitable to their places, and 
G 4 which 
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which they wear on theíe occaíions. 
í n the morning of thefe great days, 
all thofe who have any connexion with 
the court, whether by their military 
fervice, their tities, or civil funólions, 
the eccleñaílics, and, for the moft part, 
fome monks, pafs before the king and 
the royal family, bending one knee and 
kiffing the monarch's hand. This is a 
fpecies of loyalty and homage, a renew-
ing of the oath of ñdelity. Qur bravc 
knights, as proud as we are, but per-
haps lefs vain, difdained not to kneel be-
fore him from whom they received 
their honours. The ceremony of in-
veítiture is, at prefent, accompanied by 
the fame a el of fubmiíTion. What 
therefore is there mortifying to pride 
in the homage rendered to the king of 
Spain, on certain folemn occañons, or 
when thanks are returned him for fome 
favour ? But what is more fingular, 
women, of the greateft diftinótion, kifs 
not only the hand of the monarch, 
but that of ali his children, whatever 
may be their age or fex, and the moít 
charm-
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pbarming duchefs nroílrates herfelf be-
fore the youngeft infant, even when at 
the breaft, and prelles, with her lips, 
the little hand which mechanically re-
ceives or refuíes the premature homage. 
But Spain is not the only country in 
which ceremony has fanclified cuíloms 
diíavowed by Nature, or mortifying to 
gallantry. J . J . Rouífeau, when com-
bating, with that energy fo natural to 
him, thofe who degrade the dignity of 
man before his feÍlov\r creature, remarks 
that in more conrts than one, the whole 
body of ambaífadors go folemnly to pay 
their compliments to a crowned infant, 
whofe only anfwer con/ifts in cry'mg and 
drivelling, My philofophy is lefs rigo-
rous; and I referve my inveélives for 
fubje6ts of more importance. I will 
moreover obferve, in behalf of Spaniíli 
etiquette, that it favours the delicacy 
of the fair fex. Men kifs hands in pub-
lic, but the ladies only in the inner 
apartments. None but the ladies who 
have employment in the palace, kifs 
the 
9o T H E PRESENT S T A T E 
the hands of all the royal family. The 
others, who are received at court, pay 
this homage to no one but the queen 
and the princefs of Afturias. This clafs 
is compofed of all the female grandees 
of Spain, and ladies of title; which de-
nomination muíl not be underftood in 
the feníe affixed to it in France. It 
here becomes necefíary to treat of the 
dignities and titles of the court of 
Spain,. 
Princes of the blood, fo called, have 
not hitherto been diítinguiíhed as fuch 
at this court. Next to the Infants and 
Infantas of Spain, and the fons, grand-
fons and nephews of the fovereign, im-
mediateiy come the grandees. Thefe are 
divided into three claíTes, diíFering from 
each other by fuch trifling diítinélions 
as are fcarcely worth notice. All the 
grandees of Spain, of whatever clafs they 
raay be, are covered in prefence of the 
king, and have the title of excellence; 
in thefe are comprehended all their pre-
rogatives* 
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xogatives *. There is no place or em-
ployment, however diftinguiíhcd it may 
be, which is excluüvely attached to their 
rank, if thofe of grand-maíter, and 
grand-equerry be excepted ; as alfo that 
of Sumiller de corps, which has fome re-
lation with the place of grand-cham-
berlain, and the commiflion of captain 
of halbardiers; but there are feveral 
others which infallibly lead to the rank 
of grandee. The band of gentlemen 
of the chamber to the number of forty, 
more or lefs, at the will of the fove-
reign, is for the moft part compofed of 
grandees; but there are alfo fome per-
lons of quality, who, without the for-
mer rank, obtain this dignity. It is true 
that none of the latter are employed 
immediately about the perfon of the fo-
vereign, or the heir to the crown, and 
that the queen and the princeís of Af-
* I pay no attention to the frivolons honours 
they receivc when they pafs the guard-room. Sonic 
perfon i a waitlng ílrikes his foot againft the ground 
to give notice to the centinel to reíl his arras to 
íhem. 
turias 
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turias are ferved by none bnt grandees • 
bnt thefe of both fexes are indifcrimi» 
nately taken from the three claífes. 
There are grandees of the moíl ancient 
and iiluílríous extraílion of the two in-
ferior claífes, and who do not efteem 
themfelves the lefs on that aeeount. 
Philip V . who conferred man y titles 
of grandee, created not one either of the 
fecond or third clafs. Ferdinand VI . 
imitated his example; but Charles III. 
lias revived a diítinétion. almoít imagi-
nary, which was nearly obliterated ; and, 
in the laíl promotions, created feveral 
grandees of the fecond clafs. They do 
not all enjoy the privilege of being co-
vered in the royal prefence, except when 
they are received for the firít time, and 
when they accompany his majefty at 
any ceremony. This honour does not, 
however, belong to them exclufively ; 
they enjoy it in common with the nun-
cio, the family ambaíladors, and fome 
generáis of orders, who alfo have the 
titie of excelience, and as iong as thelr 
dignity 
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dignity continúes, are afíbciated w i th 
the real grandees, 
Beñdes the titles of grandee, which 
are hereditar/, there are others that be-
come extina at the death of the pof-
feííor. Some perfons obtaia the honours 
only of grandee, and tranfmit them to 
their defcendants. He who enjoys them 
bears the title of excellence, but is not 
covered in prefence of the king. A more 
marked diftinélion in the diíferent clafíes 
of grandee, and which is not founded 
upon law, but upon cuílom, ftill more 
tyrannical, is that which the grandees 
of ancient families eftabliüi between 
themfelves and thoíe of more modern 
or lefs illuítrious extraélion. The firít 
fpeak to each othcr in the fingular num-
ber, on all occafions, and whatever may 
be the diíFerence in their ages, or the 
places they hold. I have more than 
once heard young grandees, who fcarce-
ly had the rank of colonel, fpeak in this 
manner to the minifter for war, whom 
they looked upon as their equal in point 
of 
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of birth. But when they converfe or 
correfpond with grandees, whofe extrac* 
tion appears to them to be unequal to 
their own, they ceiemoniouíly give and 
receive the title of excellcnce. The lat-
ter frequently fuíFer in fecret by this 
mortifying homage; fo ingenieras is va-
nity in every country, in creating it-
felf enjoyments, and even torments, and 
in converting vain chimeras into reali-
ties, which have an influence npon hap-
pinefs. The new grandees folicit the 
honour of fpeaking to each other in the 
fmguiar number, as they would do the 
favour of the fovereign. The refufai 
they meet with is the more mortifying, 
as this mark of equaiity and familiarity 
is fometimes granted by the moíl diítin-
guiílied grandees, to branches of fome 
illuílrious houfes who have not yet ob-
tained the title, and who, thinking they 
have well-founded pretenüons to fuch 
an honour, are diftingmíhed by tbe 
ñame of cafas agraviadas, injured fam 
milies. 
The 
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The title of grandee, when heredi-
tary, is fo in males and females, unlefs 
the patent formally exprefíes the con-
traiy. There are many houíes in Spain 
that, by marriages with heirefíes to 
this title, have ten or twelve hats ; which 
is the vulgar term ta denote the dignity 
qf grandee of Spain. 
This accumulation is an imagi-
nary advantage, which adds no» 
íhing to the dignity of him by whom 
k is enjoyed: and although he may 
have children, he has not even the 
power of diftributing the hats among 
them. The right of primogeniture to 
the title of grandee is eftabliíhed in 
every family enjoying that hereditary 
rank. There are but few in which the 
fecond fon has a title and a grandee-
íhip in his own right. All the eldeft 
fons of grandees receive,. by anticipa-
tion, the title of excellence, but their 
brothers have it not, ñor that of count 
or marquis: they bear the ñame of their 
family, preceded by that they received in 
bap-
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baptifm. Thus the brother of the duké 
oí Uceda, is fimply called Don Emma-
nuel Pacheco ; and the younger fons of s 
the late count of Fuentes, predecefíbr 
of the count of Aranda, Don Juan and 
Don Francifco Pignatelli. 
Tliis diílinélion muíl not be loíl 
íight of by a ftranger, who does not 
wiíh to be deceived by the vain words 
count and marquis, and by them to 
appreciate the rank of perfons. There 
are many grandees of Spain who have 
no other title. There is no mark of 
extraordinary diílinclion in that of duke. 
It is given according to the pleafure of 
the fovereign, when he confers the title 
of grandee, on which account the pa-
tent is a little more expenñve. 
But all thofe who are honoured with 
the title of count or marquis are not 
grandees. Moíl of them are no more 
tban what are cailed títulos^ or titles of 
Caftile. Tliefe titles prove not an ü-
luítrious race, but the favour of the 
• fove-
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fovereign, coramonly merited by fome 
particular and important fervice, either 
in a military or civil capacity. The king 
generally grants to him whom he thus 
honours, the liberty of applying his title 
toone of his eílates; and fometimes adds 
a denomination which denotes the fer-
vice he wilhes to recompence. Thus 
was it that under Philip V , the admiral 
Navarro, who commanded the Spaniíli 
fquadron at the battle of Toulon, re-
ceived the title of Marquis de la Vtttoria; 
he who in 1759 efcorted Charles IIL 
from Naples to Barcelona, that of 
Marquis del Real Tranjporte; and more 
recently, the Miniíter of the Indies ; 
Don Jofeph de Calvez, whofe long fer-
vices Charles III. wilhed to reward by 
one of thefe titles, took that of Mar-
quis de la Sonora, from the ñame of a 
colony, which his zeal and talents had 
acquired to his country, by peopling and 
improving it, and by freeing the whole 
fettlement from the incurfions ' of the 
favages. 
VOL. I. H Thefe 
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Thefe titles of Caftile give to thofe 
who bear them, and to their wives, the 
qualification of Lordíhip, Fuejira Señoría. 
The refufal of this, in matters of cere-
mony, cardes with it a mortification ; 
but the greater part are too reafonable to 
require or even fuffer it from their 
equals in the ordinary intercourfe of 
fociety; though their inferiors beftow 
this honour upon them very laviíhly. 
There are every where flatterers, as well 
as perfons who love to be flattered. But 
thofe who are more particularly exaél 
in rendering them their due in this re-
fpetSl, are luch as have a right to the 
title of excellence in return, and who 
love their own ears íhould be tickled 
with a found fo pleafing. 
There is a title bctween this and 
lordíhip; that of UJjut lllujirijjima (ñioft 
illuílrious lordíhip) which is given to 
archbiíhops, biíhops, and great magif-
trates. . 
The 
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The dignity of grandee, as well as the 
titles of marquis and counts of Caítile 
are not only unaccompanied with any 
pecuniary advantage, but are not even 
beftowed gratis. Thoíe who obtaia 
them, immediately pay a duty which has 
been received ever íince the reign of 
Charles V , known by the appellation of 
Demi-Annates *. 
The grandees pay about twenty 
thoufand livres (833I.) which, by the 
fees of the Chancery are increafed to 
twenty-five thoufand ( 1 0 4 0 I . ) This 
duty is paid as often as the title defcends, 
and is more or lefs according to the 
greater or lefíer diílance between him 
who inherits it, and the períbn froni 
whom it is derived. Befides the duty on 
taking up the title, the grandees annually 
pay another under the ñame of Lanzas* 
* The king fomctimcs remíts this duty. The count 
d'Eftaing received from the Spaniíh monarch this 
additional favour 011 obíaining the rank of gran-
dee, 
XI '2¡ This 
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This is the remains and faint image of 
the military fervice, which the greatvaf-
fals of the crown formciiy performed, by 
furniíhing a certain number of fpears. 
As foreigners, who are grandees of Spain, 
cannotbe fubjeéled to this fpecies of ler-
vitude, it appears equaliy conformable 
to reafon and cuftom that they íhould 
not pay the duty of lanzas, 
According to an arrangement mutually 
agreed to between the courts of Madrid 
and Verfailles, fince the fame family has 
been in poíTeflion of the two thrones, 
the grandees of Spain are to rank with 
the dukes and peers of France. This 
acknowledgment of equaiity was not 
obtained without much oppoñtion on the 
part of the former. When the queftion 
was agitated at the beginning of the reign 
of Philip V. the duke of Arcos, in the 
ñame of all the grandees, remonítrated 
againít it to that monardi in the ftrongeft 
terms. He afíerted, that the grandees 
could not but be greatly furpriled and 
oífcnded at finding themfclves confidered 
as 
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as 011 a level with the peers of Francc. 
At their own coui-t, faid the duke, the 
grandees fee no one between them and 
the throne but the fons of their íbve-
reign, whilft the peers of France muft 
give place, firíl to the princcs of the blood, 
next to the legitiinated princes, and laít-
ly even to foreign ones, not only to thofe 
of Italy and Germany, but alfo to thofe 
who, although defcended from royal 
families, hold places in the fervice of the 
king of France, fuch as the dukes of L o -
raine, de Bouillon, and others. The 
duke endeavoured to prove by many 
facls, that the grandees in Spain coníli-
tuted the firíl order of fubje6ls imme-
diately after the royal family ; and that 
moíl of them were in poíTeííion of privi-
leges, as defcending from royal anceítors, 
either in the male line, as the dukes of 
Medina Celi, defcended from the infants 
de la Cerda, or in the fe male, or even 
from baílards. He gave inftances of 
kings of Spain, and even of emperors, 
who had treated them as equals with the 
princes of Italy and Germany, and proved 
11 3 that 
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that the grandees had always enjoyed 
thefame honours as the princes deícend-
ed from íbvereigns, when they were not 
royal ; that when the courts of France 
and Spain had named reprefentatives, 
thofe of France were princes ofthe blood, 
and tliofe of Spain grandees ; without 
the leaíl difieren ce being made in the 
refpeél and honours paid to each. From 
ali thefe proofs the duke concluded, that 
the dignity of grandee of Spain eor-
refponded with that of the princes of the 
blood in France, and not with that of 
the peers, 
Thefe arguments were certainly plau-
fible, but they were iil-received by Phi-
lip, who had contracled at the court of 
iiis grand-father a tafte for defpotifm. 
The anfwer he returned to the duke 
was, that he would do well to go and 
íignalize bis zeal with the army in Flan-
ders. This order was obeyed, 'and the 
duke, when on his return through París, 
was the firft who defifted from the píe-
te n ñon s of which he had been the ad-
vócate. 
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vocate. He made the firíl vifit to the 
princes of the blood, gave them the 
title of highnefs without receiving the 
fame, and addreíied the dukes and peers 
by the title of excellence without re-
quiring a retnrn ; thus the caufe of the 
grandees was loít for ever. Their num-
ber rapidly increafed ; their dignity was 
granted to fe ver al foreign noblemen; 
and, as all things are diminiíhed in valué 
by being multipiied, the grandees have 
become accuftomed, by degrees, to fee 
themí'elves, without any great mortifica-
tion, conñdered as on a level with the 
dukes and peers of Fian ce. We are 
not toluppofe, however, that the gran-
dees of Spain, who derive their dignity 
from the reign of Charles V , do not 
think themíelves fuperior to others, as 
in Germán y the princes of ancient fami-
lies believe they are to thofe who were 
crea'ted by Ferdinand and his fucceífors ; 
but this difference fo flattering in fecret 
to vanity, vaniíhes frombefore the eyes 
the catión, and efpccially from thofe 
the fovereiirn. 
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Thefe grandees may, indeed, enter-
tain a very high opinión of their own 
dignity and illuílrious birth, but in 
other refpe6ls they are extremely afFable 
and obliging. They are far from pof-
feffing that fullen pride attributed to 
them by European prejndices. Many of 
them are as remarkable for a gentlenefs 
of manners and goodnefs of heart, as 
the great in other courts for a haughty 
and forbidding dignity. It is not that 
they do not pofíefs that which might 
be, if not a motive, at leaíl an excufe for 
the aíTuming airs of pride; high eraploy-
ments, illuílrious birth, and immenfe 
fortunes. Indeed, with refpeél to the 
latter, they are fuperior to thofe of 
the moíl opulent at the court of 
France. 
There are no fortunes at Verfailles 
to be compared to thofe of the duke of 
Medina Celi, the duke of Alba, the 
marquis of Penañel, the count of Alta-
mira, or the duke of Infantado. It 
müft however be confeñcd that their 
ex-
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exíernal appearance does not correfpond 
to their fortune. They do not ruin 
themlelves as in France, in large and 
numerous houfes, entertainments and 
Englifli gardens. All thefe fpecies of 
oftentation are in Spain yet in their in-
fancy : theirs is more obfcure, but per-
haps not lefs expeníive. Numerous fets 
of mules, rich liveries which are dií-
played but three or four times a year, 
and a multitude of fervants, are their 
great articles of expence. The ill ma-
nagement of their eftates, into which 
they feldom or never examine, conñ-
derably diminiíhes their income. They 
have ílewards, treaíurers, and various 
officers, like thofe of petty fovereigns. 
They keep in their pay, not only the 
fervants grown oíd in their fervice, but 
thofe even of their fathers, and the fa-
milies whence they inherit, and even 
provide for the íubfiílence of their chil-
dren and relations. I was affured that 
the duke of Arcos, who died in i;8o, 
maintained three thoufand perfons. This 
magnificence which difguifes itfelf under 
111 e 
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the veil of charity, appears to have 
more than ene inconvenience, i t en-
conrages idlenefs and caufes miímanage-
ment and extravagance, which while 
dependents are thus multiplied, muft 
efeape the moft careful vigilance. Not-
withftanding all this, there are fewer 
great families go to decay and ruin in 
Spain than in moíl other countries. Th^ 
íimplicity of their manners, their little 
talle for oílentation, and repugnance to 
ruinous arts, which, in otherkingdoms, 
are foimd ib feducing, confpire to pre-
ferve the e(lates of the Spaniíh nobility ; 
but wh ene ver the grandees of Spain íhali 
chufe to imítate the example of thofe of 
-other courts, their íplendour wi l l be 
equai to that of the moft brilliant. This 
may be judged of by the appearance 
lome have made in foreie*n countries 
•when the dignity of their nation required 
a diíplay of magniñeence. They have hi-
therío indeed but little feught the paths 
which lead to the gratiñeation of am-
bition. At the beginning of the prefent 
century, when they were divided be-
twecn 
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tween the two princes who afpired to the 
throne, when once their paffions were 
roufed, they made efforts and difplayed 
íalents, which were not always employed 
in the bcft caufe, but which proved that 
the latter reigns of the princes of the 
houfe of Auílria had not benumbecl 
their faculties. A kind of fupinenefs, 
which continued half a century, fuc-
ceeded to this fermentation ; but in the 
prcfent reign they have íliaken it oíF3 
and proved that the moíl diftinguiíhed 
lubjcéls in a nation are not always the 
moíl uíelefs. They embrace with eager-
nefs the profefíion of arms, which in 
fact offers them but few temptadons, and 
which in Spain is more fübjecling to 
courtiers than in France. In the po-
litical department they have more than 
one diftinguiíhed ftatefman to boaíl of, 
without mentioning that noble perfon-
age who is too intimatcly connecled with 
us to permit me to put his modefty to 
the biuíh by an homage which I íhould 
have fo much pleafure in rendering to 
his íalents and virtues. 
The 
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The body of the grandees furniílies at 
prefent but few members to the church, 
which in Spain has not fo many attrao 
tions for the vanity of great families as 
in other catholic kingdoms of Europe ; 
but the few individuáis of this clafs who 
have devoted themfelves to the facred 
duties, without regard to worldiy con-
íiderations, are exemplary for their learn-
ing and piety. The only dignity with 
which they at prefent are invefted, is 
thatof Patriarch of the Indies, who at the 
court of Spain performs the funélions of 
grand almoner. This is not merely a place 
of ceremony; he who holds it is conftant-
ly in waiting near the perfon of the fo-
vereign. No other grandees, except thofe 
in aclual fervice are near the monarch: 
thefe are the grand-maíter of his houfe-
liold, his grand equerry, his Sumiller de 
corps, his firft equerry, two gentlemen of 
the chamber, the captain of the guards 
in quarter, and he who attends the 
prince of Aílurias, his Sumiller de corfs, 
and four gentlemen of the chamber, 
who in turns ferve hirn by two and two. 
T h i s 
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This prince and the princefs of Afturias, 
have each their grand-mafter and grand 
equerry ; which great officers conítantly 
refide near the perfons of their high-
neffes. All the other grandees have 
their fixed refidence at Madrid, whence 
they are but momentarily abfent to make 
their court. Some, though but few 
almoft conftantly refide in the capitals of 
provinces ; but I know none who habi-
tnally refide on their eftates, which they 
dignify with the pompous title of States ; 
and which, from their extent and the pri-
vileges annexed to them, are not altoge-
ther unworthy of the title. 
The dignity of grandee is not an-
nounced by any exterior infignia. Thofe 
who are gentlemen of the chamber wear 
a golden key. There are íix orders of 
knighthood in Spain; but not one to 
which the grandees have an exclufive 
right. The moft diílinguiíhed is the 
order of the golden fleece, founded by 
Philip the Good, duke of Burgundy, and 
which the court of Vienna continúes 
to 
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to confer in concurrence witli that df 
Madrid, although the former liad re-
nounced this prerogative, by the treaty 
which terminated the great quarrei be-
tween Philip V , and the archduke. The 
number of knights of the golden fleece 
is very limited in Spain, and this is the 
order, which of aii thofe in Europe, has 
beft preferved its ancient fplendour. 
There are alfo four milltary orders, 
fonnded at the time of the crufades 
and fince the time of Ferdinand the Ca-
tholic, the king has been grand'mafter 
of them all. They are thofe of Santiago, 
Calatrava, Monte%a, and Alicántara. The 
three firft are diílinguiíhed by a red rib-
bon, and the laft by a green one. Thefe 
four orders have commanderies, which. 
are conferred by the king. They were 
for a Ion g time given to every clafs of per-
fon s, provided they could bring the re-
quifite proofs. Charles III , recalled 
them to thefpirit of their firft inftitution, 
and prcfcribcd to himfelf an irrevocable 
law to beftow them on none but militar/ 
men* 
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men* An honourable diñinélion for the 
reft of the íubjeéls was therefore want-
ing. This he fupplied in Í 771 by creat-
ing a fifth order, which bears his ñame, 
and is dedicated to the conception of the 
virgin. It is compofed of two claffes : 
that of the great croffes and fimpie 
knights. The great croffes wear the 
great ribband of the order, íkyblue, edged 
with white. On days of ceremony they 
are clothed in a great mantle with thefe 
two colours, and wear a collar upon 
which are alternatively difplayed the 
arms of Caítile and the king's cy-
pher. 
The number of the great croffes ihonld 
be limited to fixty. When the order 
was firíl eftabliíhed the members were 
chofen from among the grandees, exccpt 
two of the great officers, one of which 
was the archbiíhop of Toledo, and the 
Qther the Patriarch of the Indies. A 
íhort time afterwards the king made an 
exception to this rule, in favour of his 
marine miniíler, the marquis of Cafte-
jon. 
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jon. This exception was afterwards ex-
tended ; though the order was ftill con-
fined to the raoíl eminent perfonages of 
the kingdom, íuch as the miniíters and 
lome general oíficers, diftinguiíhed either 
by their zea! or fervices. 
The fimple knights were two hundred 
in number, each enjoying a penfion of 
a thouland livres (about forty pounds). 
A few years íince the king beftowed this 
leíler order upon ib me per fon s in France, 
who are not reckoned in the original 
number. In their favour he has de-
parted from the ílatute which rendered 
this order incompatible with all others, 
by permiting it to be aííbciated with the 
croís of St. Loüis. 
Proofs of nobility are necefíary to 
this latter order, as well as to the four 
military ones ; this I muíl believe, be-
cauíe I have be en aífured of it by fe ve-
ral people of veracity, otherwife I íliould 
have had my doubts of its truth, or have 
imagined at leaft that there were feveral 
means of eiuding the law. 
It 
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It Is true, that nobility in moft of the 
provinces of Spain, is not difficult to 
cílablilli. 
It is fufficient that he who afpires to 
this diftinaion proves himfelf, and bis 
anceílors, to have lived nobly, with-
out having exercifed any of the profef-
fions, few in number, which law and 
prejudice declare to be vile; he is then 
reputed a gentleman by defcent; hidal-
go ; for in Spain, nobility by creation 
is unknown. Some humorifts have 
obferved, that there are whole provinces 
of which all the inhabitants are gen-
tlemen : ñor is this any great exaggera-
tion. 
Philip V . ennobled all the Bifcayansü 
All the Aílurians are believed to be 
defcended from the ancient Goths, who 
took refuge in the mountains of Aftu-
ria, and are reputed noble on account 
of this honourable origin. But there 
cannot be a more glaring abfurdity than 
to imagine that two or threc hundred 
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tlioufand men, who fettled fome cm« 
turies ago in a fmall province, were all 
noble. If all men meafured five feet 
fix ínches the words giant and dwarf 
would be obliterated from the diétion-
ary. Nobility necefíarily fuppofes a 
more numerous clafs, who are ignoble. 
Thus, in fa6t, there are in Bifcay and 
Afturia, as in other parts of Europe, 
diílinguiíhed families, in the opinión of 
the public, who have made a great fi-
gure in the diílriél in which they refide, 
cither by their opulencc, or the places 
they have held; and wh ate ver may b& 
the pretenfions of obfcure neighbour-
ing families, the former affe¿l a pre-
eminence, which thefe acknowledge by 
their homages: this, however, prevents 
not the latter from cheriíhing the ideas 
of grandeur, which preferves in their 
minds a noblenefs undoubtedly prefer-
able to the chimerical nobility of blood i 
fo that if by chance they arrive at fome 
employment lefs obfcure than their birth? 
they think they have only regained their 
proper place, and are lefs infolent and 
vai11 
O F S P A I N. i i5 
vain than moíl upílarts in other coun-
tries. I have more than once remarked 
this diftinguiíhing charaéleriílic, even 
in the loweíl ranks of the Afturians 
and Bifcayans. They have, in their ap-
pearance, fomething more haughty, and 
are much lefs humbie in their homages. 
They are not awed either by titles or 
riches. A man in place, is in their eyes 
a fortúnate man, who has won in the 
royal lottery, in which they all have a 
ticket, and may win in their turn ; and 
this prejudice, ridiculous as it may feem, 
keeps them on their guard againíl mcan-
nefs, and evcn againíl degrading crimes. 
Notwithílanding thofe imperceptible 
gradations, which in Spain feparate the 
nobility from the inferior ranks, the 
proofs required, in certain cafes, are 
clofely examined: but there, as well as 
in other countries, money and .intereíf 
procure genealogiíls not over fcrupu-
ious. A refleélion, applicable to every 
catión, may be made with refpecl to 
the nobility of Spain, which is, that 
I 2 the 
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the lefs a monarch is limited, the more 
arbitrary are thefe diñinclions, and the 
more irregular the gradations. Defpots^ 
even thofe the leaíl tyrannical, prefer ot 
negleél their fubjeíls, according to their 
caprices. Unlimited monarchies, more 
or lefs, approach this uncertainty : and 
there are few in which the fovereign 
authority is lefs circumfcribed than in 
Spain. 
Under the ancient form of govern-
ment it was more confined; but it; 
changed by degrees, and without com-
motion. The intermediate ranks fcarce-
ly exiít in ñame. 
The hiítory of Spain fufficiently 
pro ves how great an influence the Cortes 
had in the moíl important aíFairs of 
government, in war, peace, and the le-
vying of taxes. Thefe, for a long time 
paíl, have not been aífembled, except; 
for the fake of form. And the fovc-
reigns, without violence, without for-
mally, rejecling their intervcntion, have. 
found 
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found means to elude their authority, 
They promúlgate from the throne or-
dinances under the ñame of pragmattques, 
the preambles of which give us to un-
deríland, that they claim the fame au-
thority as if they had been publiíhed in 
the aíTembly of the Cortes; which are 
never convoked except at the accefíion 
of a new fovereign to the throne, to ad-
ininifter to him an oath in the ñame of 
the nation, and to fwear to him fide-
Jity. 
On this occafion, letters of convo-
cation are fent to all the grandees, to 
all perfons bearing titles of Caílile, to 
all the prelates, and to every city which 
has a right to fend deputies to the 
Cortes. The two firíl clames reprefent 
the nobility, the prieíts fit in the ñame 
of the clergy, and the cities which de-
pute one of their magiílrates, reprefent 
the pcople. Except on thefe occañons, 
of which thcre have been but two ex-
amples in the prefent century, the 
Cortes of the whole kingdom have 
l 3 / not 
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not been afíembled fince 1713, when 
Philip V. convoked them to give their 
approbation to the pragmatic fanélion, 
which changed the order of facceífion 
to the throne. 
They are ílill coníulted, fór the fake 
of form, in certain cafes ; but then the 
members' of which they are compofed 
correfpond with each other, without 
afíembling. A faint image of them, how-
ever, remains in an afíembly, which 
conítantiy reñdes at Madrid, under the 
ñame of Diputados los Reynos (deputiea 
of the kingdom). 
At their breaking np in 1713, it was 
regulated, that they íhould be repre-
fented by a permanent committee, whofe 
office it íliould be to watch over the adr 
miniítration of that part of the taxes, 
known by the ñame of Millones, and 
which had been granted under Philip II. 
with the formal confent of the Cortes, 
upon certain conditions, which the mo-
narch fvyore to obferyeo They rctaincd 
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the adminiftratlon of thefe impoíls un-
til the year 17iS, wlien Cardinal Albe-
roni, whofe ardent and imperious ge-
nius was irritated at fuch íhackles, tranf-
ferred it to the hands of the fovereign. 
From that time the afíembiy of depu-
ties of the kingdoms, held no more of 
the ftate revenues than the fmall por-
tion neceíTary to pay the íalaries and 
defray the expences of the members. 
Thefe are eight in mimber, and are 
chofen in the following manner : 
But firíl it xvill be proper to obferve, 
that the diviñon of Spain into kingdoms 
and provinces, as defcribed in maps 
and geographical treatifes, has fcarcely 
any place in fa6t. The government 
knows but onc diviñon, the provin-ces of 
the crown of Cajtüe, and thofe of the croim 
of Aragón, Thefe two parts of the 
monarchy differ from each other with 
refpecl to the adminiítration, form, 
and colleclion of taxes; a diítinélion 
which had its or irá at the time when 
o 
Caílile and Aragón wcre nnited by the 
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marriage of Ifabelk and Ferdinand theCa-
tholic, and which fin ce that time has un-
dcrgone but few alterations. The crown 
of Aragón poffeíTed only Aragón, pro-
periy fo called, Catalonia, the kingdom of 
Valentía, and that of Majorca compofed 
pf the ancient Balearle iflands, Majorca, 
Minorca, and Ivica. The crown of Caf-
tile poíTeíTed the rgft of the Spaniíh mo-
narchy. The deputjes of the kingdoms 
are chofen according to this divifion. 
All the provinces of Caftile unite tp 
ñame fix ; Catalonia and Majorca one ; 
?ind the Regencies of Valencia and Ara-
gón elea the eighth. Thefe deputies 
fit but for fix years, at the end of which 
a, new nomination takes place in tl^ e 
fame manner. , As a reliél of their an-
cient rights, they ilill rctain the privj-
lege of béing, by virtue of their places, 
members of the council of Finance, by 
which the fovereign commnnicates to the 
• natipn the nccefiity of ievying any new 
tax ; and the approbation they are fup-
pofed to give to the royal refolution \s 
§ Ihadow of the confent q í the Cortes, 
Withr 
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without which taxes could not formerly 
be either levied or augmented. But it 
is eafy fo perpeive how feeble this ram-
part of liberty muft be, which is only 
formed of a fmall number of citizens, 
who poffefs but little real power, are 
under the controul of goyernment from 
which jthey expe¿l favours and prefer-
ments, and who, after all, reprefent 
only the people, the moíl numerous but 
the leaíl refpcéled part of the nation. 
The provinces of Bifcay and Navarre, 
which have afíemblies and particular 
privileges, fend alfo, on fome accañons, 
deputies to the throne, but they do not 
¡make a part cf the body of the deputies 
of the kingdom, and their conítitucnts 
fix at pleafure the objea and duration 
of their temporary milhon. 
We may perceivc from this fketch 
how little the fovereign authority is li-
mited in Spain. The will of the mo-
narch is alio carried into execution by 
feveral permanent bodies, under the 
m m e of Copncils? who are the inter^ 
preters 
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preters and keepers of the laws, and of 
which we íhall fpeak more particularly 
after having conduéled the reader to 
Madrid» 
Before we quit the refidence of the 
fovereign, it will be proper to fay fome-
thing farther concerning the minifters 
who are conftantly near bis perfon; 
and with whom alone, at prefent, he 
íhares the weight of royalty. Their au-
thority was formerly counter-balanced 
by the council of fíate, which was con-
íulted on all important occañons; which 
ílill fubfifts and forms the moft diílin-
guiflied body in the monarchy; but 
which, fince the adminiftration of car-
dinal Alberoni, has not been permitted 
to aííemble or exercife its funólions. 
The .place of counfellor of ílate is now 
only honorary, with a confiderable fa-
lary annexed to it, and furniíhes the fo-
vereign with the means of rewarding 
thofe of bis fubjeéts who have deferved 
well of the ílate, in the moíl diítin-
guiíhed employments. The various of-
fices 
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fices of adminiílration generally lead to 
this appointment at the end of a few 
years, and formerly the miniílers had 
not the title of excellence until they 
were thus prometed. But at the re-
cent nomination of M. de Valdez to the 
marine department, "the king ordained 
that from that time all his miniílers 
íhould bear that title, even before they 
became counfellors of ftate. 
As there are ftill important cafes in 
which the fovereign, modeíl enougli 
to diftruíl his own diícerumenty wiíhes 
to receive the advice of thofe whom he 
honours with his confidence, he fup-
plies the want of the aíTemblics of the 
counfellors of ftate, by uniting his mi-
niílers in a committee, 
The adminiílration of the kingdom is 
divided into ñx principal departments, 
The miniíler of foreign aftairs is in many 
reípeets the directing miniíler, and 
receives, as a mark of diftinclion, the 
fitle of fecretary of ftate. The miniíler 
of 
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of war has but a circumfcrib^d autho-
rity. He is prefident of the council of 
war, which is rather a tribunal than a 
board of adminiílration ; but the infpco 
tors of the infantry, and thofc of the 
cavalry, dragoons, and provincial regí-
mcnts, draw up a ítatement of whatever 
relates to the corps of which they have 
the direélion, and the miniíler at war 
has only. to prefent the memorials they 
give in to the king. 
The marine miniíler has no afíbciates. 
The chiefs of the three departments, 
and the infpe¿lors of the marine are 
named by the king on the reprefentation 
of the minifter ; the marine ordinanees 
prepared by him alone require only the 
fanílion of the fovereign. 
The miniíler of finances íhould pro-
perly be under the inípeólion of the íu-
perintendant general of that depart-
jnent; but thefe two offices were fome 
time fince united, and will probably be 
fp continued; the feparation of thera 
would 
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would multiply without neceffity the 
fprings of government, and the intereíls 
of the ítate require they íhould be fimpli-
fied as much as permanent forms, thofe 
facred bulwarks of jnítice and property, 
Wili admit. Befides, when the íbvereign 
believes he has found in a fubje6l the 
capacity and integrity required for the 
adminiítration of his finances, why íhould 
he put over him other infpe&ors than 
his own confcience, and the zealous wiih. 
to juílify fo flattering a choice ? The 
animadverfion of a cenfor could, in fuch 
a cafe, produce nothing but divifions and 
miílruft, which would opérate to the dif-
advantage of the fervice. The event 
has juílified thefe refledions, in the per-
fon s of three minifters who have go-
verned the finances of Charles III . Thefe 
minifters are, befides, by their office, 
prefidents of the council of finance. 
The minifter of the Indies has the 
moíl extenfive department in all the mo-
narchy, for in him is centered the civil, 
imlitary, ecclefiaítical and financia! go-
vernment 
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vernment of Spaniíh America, and it 
may be íaid, that in the whole politicai 
world there is no minifter whofe depart-
ment comprehends fo many diíFerent ob-
je6ls. Had Anguftus committed to one fin* 
gle minifter the government of the whole 
Román empire, his power wouíd only have 
extended to a fmall part of modern Eu« 
rope, the coaíls of Africa, and fome pro-
vinces of Afia ; for the Román empire at 
the time it was moft extenñve, was not to 
be compared to that immenfe country 
which, from the north of California, 
ítretches to the- ftreights of Mageilan, 
and fprmg the dominions of the Spaniíh 
nionarch in America, and the depart-
inent of the minifter of the Indies ? 
The minifter of favour and jujllce 
has his department in the judiciary and 
ecclefiaílical aíFairs; but his antho-
rity is circumferibed by the great cham-
her (Cámara) of the council of Caftile, 
of which we íhali treat in another place ; 
and with reípeél to the nomination to 
benefices by the intervention of the 
kingV 
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king's confeíTor. The latter, however, is 
not conftitutional, but depends uponthe 
will of the monarch, and the confi-
dence with wliich he honours the direc-
tor of his confcience. 
Theíe fíx offices are üíually filled by 
fix difFerent perfons ; but until the year 
1776, the fame miniíler held thofe of 
the marine and the Indies, which are fo 
connecled, that the good of the nation 
will, perhaps, require them to be ágain 
united. They are at prefent feparate; 
Don Jofeph de Calvez poíTefíes that of 
the Indies, which was conferred upon 
him in the year above-mentioned. E u -
rope and America may judge whether or 
not this adminiílration has been fnccefs-
ful, and whether the aétive genins of 
the #minifter has contributed to render 
flouriíhing the moíl extenfive colony 
that ever a mother country had under 
íts dominión. Don Antonio de Valdez 
has. preüded over the marine depart-
nient ünce the year 1783, and begaii 
his 
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his adminiftration nnder the moft hap '^ 
py aufpices. At the death of Don Mi-
3 guel de Mufquiz, who was miniíler at 
war and of the finances, thefe two de-
partments were confided to Don Pedro de 
Lerena, intendant of the four kingdoms 
of Andaluña. I qnitted Spain about that 
time, and have not ñnce had an oppor-
tunity of learning the public opinión of 
the new miniíler. 
The department for foreign aífairs 
ílnce the refignation of the marquis of 
Grimaldi has been in the p o fíe ilion of 
the count of Florida Blanca, whofe ta-
lents were difplayed at Rome under the 
pontificate of Clement X I V , and in the 
moft delicate circumftances. He has 
íince united to this department that of 
favour and juftice, the fuperintendancy 
of. the poít-ílages, with that of the 
royal roads and public magazines, I 
have been aííured that nothing was 
wanting to this refpeélable minifter but 
better hcalth to qualify him for the 
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great taík he has impofed upon him-
felf. 
The ílability of minifters is one of the 
moft remarkable particularities of the 
court of Spain. The monarch, who in 
diípofing of thefe eminent places, con-
iults public opinión, has hitherto had 
the rare happinefs of never having his 
approbation diíhonoured by the event. 
For which reaíbn his minifters, with-
out abandoningthemfeives to indolencc, 
which this fecurity might natmally pro-
duce, ardently labourto juílify his con-
fidence, and loíe not that time which 
to them is fo precious,in watching the 
latent fprings of intrigue, and difeon-
certing its fecret machinations. They 
have the conrage to form vaft projeds, 
becaufe they know that dcath only can 
prevent their execution, and are certain 
of finding a conftant fupport in the be-
nevoleace of the monarch. Nothing di-
verts t^eni from their principal objeél. 
Pleafures do not abonnd at the Spaniíh 
court ; therc are no theatrical repreíen-
VoL'L K utions 
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tations of any kind; the amufemcnt of 
the fovereign and the princes is confined 
to the chace. This is a great inconve-
nience to the idlers about the court, but 
very advantageous to public affairs. M i -
nifters may there dedicate their whoie 
time to their bufmefs, and give frequent 
audiences. I have often greatly admired 
the fimple and regular life thcy lead ; 
walking is almoft the , only amule-
ment they permit themfelves. Nothing 
lefs than the eftecm of the nation and the 
lovc oí public good can recompenfc them 
for ib intirely renouncing the greater 
parí: of the pleafures of life. I never was 
intímate with any of them, but accord-
i n g to what I have heard, they feel no 
regret at the fcif-deniai which their fitua-
tions require. Their principal fociety 
confiíls of their clerks, who habitually 
eat at their table. This reciprocal con» 
ílrakit has forne particular inconve-
niences, but there rcfults from it a 
greater unión between the heads and the 
iubaltcrns, and more unanimity in the 
conducl of aíiairs. Thofe who difpatch 
them 
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íhem under the eye of the minifter are 
not, in faél, merely clerks ; .-thcy may 
rather be compared to the principáis of 
our offices. To be appointed to thefe 
places, i t is neceíTary to have given 
proofs of talents in fome confidentiai 
employment. There are undoubíediy 
abufes in the public offices of the court 
of Spain as well as in all others ; orders 
are there eluded, and perhaps traiteroufly 
divulged as in other countries ; but in 
general, corruption is very rare, and 
perfons in office are polite and obliging; 
this is the unanimous opinión of thofe 
who have had any conneclions or buü-
nefs with them. 
I t may reafonably bé fuppoffed that 
with the few refomxes which the court 
of Spain prefents, it con fifis only of 
thofe who are confined there by their 
places. At St. Ildefonfo it is almoft de-
ferted, fo that the royal perfonages are 
for the moíl part reduced to the focicty 
of thofe whofe fervices require their 
attendance. The princefs of Aíturias 
K 2 her-
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herfelf, whofe obligingmanners, wit and 
graces irreñftably charm all thofe who 
approach her, paíTes moft of her time in 
private, where íhe has few other plea* 
lures than thofe of muñe and converfa-
tion, The prince, her huíband, has a tafte 
for mufic and moft of the fine arts; he 
patronizes that of painting in particular, 
and not fatisfied with the mafter-pieces 
with which the palace of the king his 
father is furniíhed, he is making acol-
leélion of the beft paintings of diíFerent 
fchools, in which he is aííifted by two 
of his valets de chambres, one a French-
man, the other an Italian. Some years 
ago, on the vague expreíhon of a wiíh, 
which was taken notice of by one of 
them, Louis X V I , fent him two fine 
paintings by Vernet. The prince has 
become Ib partial to the prodüélions of 
the pencil of that mafter, that in the 
eicurial there is a üttle cabinet of which 
all the pannels are finiíhed by the hancl 
of this great painter. • 
The 
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The apartments of the palace of St. 
íldefonfo are, if I may fo fpeak, hung 
with paintings. Thofe of the firíl royal 
anti-chamber are flattering to a French 
obferver ; he there pafíes in review, as 
in an hiílorical gallery, firít an elegant 
portrait of Louis X I V , by Rigaud ; and ' 
next that of Louis X V . wfien a child ; 
thofe of the regent, the duke of Ven-
dóme, the laft duke of Parma, of the houfe 
of Farnefe and his duchefs, as alfo thofe of 
Charles I I I , when he went to take pof-
fefílon of the kingdom of Naples, and 
Philip V , on his arrival in Spain ; the 
latter of which made a great impreíTion 
on me as well as many other perfons by 
the mild and noble countenance which 
refembles that of the count d'Artois. It 
is rather furprifmg that this portrait 
íhould be placed near that of the arch-
duke. It might be imagined by this fin-
guiar nnion that at the termination of 
the quarrel of thefe two princes, the 
archduke had fentto his fortúnate rival, 
his portrait, as a pledge of their recon-
eüiation, and that itwas placed in a pa-
Jív- ^ | c ^  ^  
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lace, in which the duke, whofe likenefs 
it was, liad conceived the hope of afeend-
ing the throne. The chamber adjoin-
ing is that in which the king diñes. I t 
has a view of one of the fineíl cafcades 
in the garden, which is fnrronnded by 
double walis of- verdure. The neareít 
trees íliade the balcony, and the ir íha-
dows gcntly wave on the pannels within. 
This room is alio decorated with feveral 
paintings. among which are fome by 
Murillo and Solimena. I mean not to 
enumérate all thofe in the adjoining 
apartments. I íhall only obferve, that 
according to connoifíeurs there is a fine 
one of St. Sebaílian, by Guido ; an ex-
cellent copy of a Magdalen by the fame 
maí ler ; and a Flemiíli family by Rli-
ben s, in which we fee the ftrongeíl ex-
preíTion. There is alfo a piéture by Pouf-
fm, but it is placed fo high that I couki 
not diílinguilh the fubjccl; two heads 
by Mengs, a fmall piece by Amiconi, 
in which three beautiful angels of rather 
too faint a white, hold the facred wind-
ing íheet unfolded ; the portraits pf the 
prinecs 
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princes of Conde and M. de Turenne, 
upon the fame can vais, by Vandyck ; 
with feveral other pieces of a ímaller ñze 
to be fe en in the king's cabinet. The re 
are alfo a confiderable number in the 
apartments of the prince and princefs of 
Afturias. Among others are three of 
larger dimenfions in the ir dining-room, 
which reprefent the three principal pe-
riods of the Ufe of Job. In that of the 
Infanta Maria-Jofepha is a Román cha-
rity fo ftriking as to excite univerfal ad-
miration ; the colouring is highly finiíli-
ed, and in the heads there is a noble-
nefs and propriety which infpires equal 
admiration and refpect. In the draw-
ing-room of the princefs there is one 
painting, fin guiar from its extraordinary 
fize, and the number of figures it con-
tains. By theirodd dreíTes, Ib little re-, 
fembling thofe of the age, the artiíl may 
be fuppofed a Fleming. It prefents 
all the various circumftances of the re-
paft at which Herod, to pleafe his daugh-
ter, ordered John the Baptift to be be-
headed. It is natural to imagine that' 
K A the 
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the painter intended by this allegory to 
perpetúate aremembrance of the deathof 
the unfortunate Don Carlos: this is one 
of thofe oíd traditions which time has ren-
de red lacred, and of which the age and 
origin are equally unknown. I jfhall 
not farther enlarge this long lift, which 
will convey no information to connoif-
íenrs, and is infufficient for the igno-
rant. Thofe of our readers who wiíh 
for a more complete one may confult 
two journeys into Spain not long fince 
given to the public, one by Mr. Twifsj 
and the other by Mr. Swinburn *. 
Let us now defcend to the gallery, 
which occupies all the front 011 the fide 
towards the gardcns. Here are alfo 
lome paintings, and among others, two 
good copies, one from Raphael, the other 
from Giulio Romano, and two or three 
"* Thefe two Engliílimen, who have íately mfa 
ten upon Spain, are not in equal repute in their 
pwn country. Mr. Swinburn, known by other 
írayels, difplays in his work conlldcrable tañe 
and Icarning, and is preferrcd to Mr, Twifs. 
pretty 
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pretty beads in Moíaic ; but what is moft 
valuablc is a conñderable number of an-
tigües, moft of which were purchafed 
in Italy by Philip V , and formerly made 
a part of the cabinct of qiieen Chriftina, 
Thofe which moft engaged my attention 
were a cylindrical altar, on which the 
proceffion of Silenusis fculptured in bafs 
relief; a coloílal Cleopatra ; a ftatue of 
Júpiter wielding his thunder, feveral 
Venufcs of the fize of the human figure ; 
eight mu fes a little mutilated, in which 
modern and uníkilful hands have endea-
vouredto repair the injuries of time ; and 
of which the drapcry is remarkable for its 
lightnefs ; two groups which are banifn-
ed to a córner, as i f they were afhamed to 
retrace the unimproving ficiions of my-
thoiogy; two of the adulterous amours of 
Júpiter, in the pious abodes of catholic 
kings, a Leda and a Ganymede, who carefs 
without luípicion the immodcil birds, 
whofe figure the god had aííumed ; and 
a fmall figure of Séneca feated and wrap-
ped in his mantle. But the antique fculp-
tures which more particularly merit the 
attention 
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attention of connoiííeurs, and t h e fight 
of which alone is fuíficient' to recom-
pence the fatigues of a journey t o Spain 
are the yomig fawn carrying a kid and 
the group of Caftor and Pollux, two 
original maíter-pieces of antiquity in p e r -
feél prefervation, copies of which, in 
marble, ftone, and plaííler are e v e r y 
where found b y t h e fide of thofe of 
the Venus de Mediéis, the L a o c c f o n , 
the Apollo Belvidere, and the F a r n c -
fian Hercules, 
In an apartment in the gallery the 
fineft marbles of Spain, in columns, 
vafes, and buíln, f e e m to v i e with the 
produclions tranfmitted to us from an-
tiquity ; y e t .notwithftanding the cxcel-
lence of thofe modern performances thcy 
only ferve to render the fuperiority of 
the venerable remains of antiquity ftill 
more apparent. A fmall corridor, adjoin-
ing to the gallery, contains in piles every 
thing for which no place coiiki be 
found in the lattcr, Egyptian ílafucs, 
fragments of columns, bafs reliefs, buíts 
and 
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and other antiques, configned to duft, 
deftruélive infects, and whatever an-
ticipares the ravages of time. It is 
to be regretted, that a court whofe for 
vereigns know fo well how to valué and 
encourage the arts, íliould not have 
chofen a more convenient place in 
which thefe precious monuments might 
be preferved from the deftrudion by 
which they are threatened. 
Without the caftle of St. Ildefonfo, 
proofs of the vigilance of the monarch, 
and his tafte for ufeful eftabliíliments, 
appear on every fide. His prime mi-
nifter, worthy of feconding the bene-
ficent views of his mafter, remarked to 
him that the country round St. Ilde-
fonfo contained numbers of poor peo-
pie, womcn and children, who through 
want of employment were reduced to 
lead an idle Ufe, which might íbw the 
feeds of every kind of vice ; the mo-
narch immediately eítabliíhedj not far 
from his palace, a mamifaclure in which 
fbefe perfons, until then incapable of 
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rcndcrincr themfelves nfeful, weave and 
prepare linens of different qualities. The 
edifice which contains them rofe, as i f 
by magic, at the command of the fo-
vereign. In 1781, it had not been 
tiiought of. A manufa6hirer at León 
had the mortificatión of feeing govern-
ment ílop in its progrefs a confiderable 
manufaclory, which had been confided 
to bis direétion. He was ordered to 
St. Ildefonfo, and before the month of 
Auguft 1783. there were upwards of 
twenty looms employed in the new ma-
nufactory? and two great machines for 
preíiing and waíhing the linen ; this 
however is but a trifle, compared to 
what Spain has done, and has yet to 
do before íhe can become independent 
of foreigners with refpcci: to thefe arti-
cies. Nature has, in this particular, 
been as kind to her as in all others; íhe 
derived advantages from it at the period 
of her greateít fplendor. The Spaniards 
manufaefured all kinds of houlhold 
linen, and did not import from their 
neiehbours a third of what thev do at 
pre-
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prefent. They are now in the way of 
regaining thofe advantages, bcing con-
vinced that Arragon is proper for the 
cultivation of hemp and flax. 
In Bifcay thefe already flouriíh, and 
Aft uria, Oíd Caftile, and particularly 
in the kingdom of Granada, of which 
the hemp and flax are preferable to 
thofe which Spain is ílill obliged to pro-
cure from the north for the ufe of her 
navy, people bcgin íeriouíly to medí-
tate ñmilar eftablifhments. But Galicia 
is the only province in which the ma~ 
nufaélure of linens is in any very ad-
vanced ílate. This province produces 
linen for every kind of ufe, fufficient for 
its own confumption, and even fends 
fome to Madrid and into Andalo fia. Let 
not foreign merchants, however, who 
fend linen to Spain be alarmed; wcre 
all the provinces immediately to follow 
the example of that of Galicia, her vaíl 
colonies woold, for a long time, afford 
an almoíl inexhauílible market for the 
linens 
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linens of Brittany, Sileña, Switzeriánd 
and Ireiand. 
Near the nevv eftabliíhed manufacture 
for articles of neceffity, there is one of 
luxury, begun in the reign of Philip V . 
this is a manufaclure of looking-glaíTcs, 
the oiily one of the kind in Spain. I t 
was at firít only a common giafs manu-
faélory, which ílill cxiíls, and produces 
tolerably good bottles, and white glafs 
extremcly weil cut. I pmxhafed lome 
on which cyphers, letters, and pleafmg 
lan di capes are ingeniouíly engraved. 
This was the firít ítep towards a far 
more enlarged undertaking. The look-* 
ing glafs manufactor/ of St. Ildefoníb 
may be compared with the fineít efca-
bliíhments of tire kind ; drawings of it 
may be leen in the plates of the French 
Encyclopédie. The edifice is fpacious 
and weil contrivcd ; i t contains two 
furnaces and twenty oyens, in which 
the glafs gradoally cools after having 
been run. Tiiey make glaffes of all dn 
menfions, ñuni common fquares to 
thofe 
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thofe of the greateíl fize. They are not 
Ib clear, and are perhaps lefs poliíhed 
than thofe of Venice and St. Gobin ; but 
no manufaélure has yet produced them 
of fuch large dimenfions. The opera-
tion of caíting them is performed wi th 
much preciñon. The comit d'Artois 
had the curioíity to be prcfent at i t ; 
the glafs run in his prefence was, as well 
as I can remember, a hundred and thir ty 
inches long by fixty-five wide, and I 
was aífured that there were others which 
exceeded i t in fize. They are chipped 
in a long gallery joining to the manu-
faftory, and at the diítance of a quar-
ter of a league there is a machine put 
in motion by water, which gives them 
their laft polifli ; they are afterwards 
taken to Madrid, where they are filvered. 
The king has fome of the fineft to de-
córate his apartments; of others he 
makes prefents ío the courts moft iníi-
mately connecled with that of Spain, 
1783, bis majefty added fome of 
thefe glaffes to the prefents he fent to 
the 
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the Ottoman court, with which he had 
juft concludcd a trcaty. I t cannot but 
be highly pleafmg to an enlarged and 
pliiíoíbphical mind to re fíe el that, not-
withftanding the prejudices of religión 
and politics which formerly divided 
nations, the arts have eílabliilied' be* 
tween them an exchange of articles of 
luxury thronghout ali Europe, and that 
the beauties of the feraglio may admire 
tbemfelves in glaííes fabricated at St. 11-
defonfo, whilft Turkey carpets cover 
the floors of French apartments. The 
reíl of the produce of the manufaélory 
of St. lldefonfo is fold at Madrid, and 
in the provinces, for the king's ac-
count; but i t may eafily be imagined 
that the profits are too ímall to reim-
burfe the expences of fo extenííve an 
eílabliñiment, which, except the article 
of wood, is fo diftant frora all the raw 
materials it employs. Situated as it is, 
far inland, furrounded by lofty moun-
tains, and at a coníiderable diítance 
from any navigable river, it ought cer-
tainly to be numbered among the eíla-
bliíhments. 
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-biiíliments of luxury which profper 
near the throne, and contribute to add 
to its fplendoj. . 
I was at St. íldefonfo during the whole 
time the count d'Artois remained there. 
The count, as well as all the perfons 
who accompanied him, appeared ex-
tremely fenfible of the polite reception 
they met with ; and the court, notwith-
ítanding the natural gravity of its dif-
pofition, feemed pleafed to fee one of 
the greateft ornaments of that of France 
fubmit to Spaniíh etiquette, to the re-
cular and Iktle varied manner of life 
habitual to the fovereign, and render-
ing, with the cordial warmth of a re-
fpeaive and affeaionate nephew, his du-
íties to the king his únele ; fometimes 
partaking wi th him the peaceful recre-
ation of fiíhing and the pleafures of the 
-chace, which, for the monarch of 
Spain, are almoíl as fdent as the for-
mer' and quietly pafling the remainder 
his time with the amiabíe nobility of 
his fuite, either in the palace of the 
^ O L * ^ L king: 
«46 T H E P R E S E N T S T A T E 
or in the hotel of the French anu 
bafíador. The court remarked, with 
equal fatisfaólion, the intimate connec-
tion formed between two auguíl princes, 
already of almoíl equal rank, and who 
mutually to love only wanted to b© 
acquainted ; two princes worthy of each 
other by their franknefs and loyalty, 
one the heirto the crown of Spain, and 
the other the fecond fupport o f that 
of France. This attachment which r e -
fleéled benevolence upon thofe who 
fnrrounded them, would have been fuf-
i i c i e n t to have deftroyed the prejudices 
o f the prince of Afturias (ifever he had 
a n y ) againíl a nation of which he had 
n o t t i l ! then been able to judge under 
f u c h favourable circumítances. A f t e r 
t h i s a g r e e a b l e interview, he muíl have 
b e l i e v e d , that our fuperficial exterior 
m i g h t p o f í i b l y c o n c e a l eílimable qua-
i i t i e s , a n d t h a t t h e c i e g a n ce of our 
m a n n e r s e x e l u d e s n o n e of t h e virtues 
w h i c h f u b d u c t h e h e a r t and g i v e new 
M i r e to the g r a c e s . I flatter m y f e l f 
that t h e m e e t i n g in which t h e t w o 
, princes* 
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princes had an opportunity of forming 
a judgment of each other, wi l l ftill more 
contribute to the glory and happinefs of 
the houfe of Bonrbon, by ftren¿thening: 
the ties by which its two branches 
íhould be united. We perhaps do not 
fufficiently confider the influence which 
the perfonal attachment of two princes 
deílined to reign, or to be continually 
near the throne, muíl have upon the 
happinefs of nations. How many bloody 
wars would have been prevented, had 
fovereigns, or their miniíters, been known 
to each other perfonally, and not merely 
by the falfe light of política! negociation 
and intrigue. Ambition, that unnatural 
and violent ebullition of the mind; be-
fore which the happinefs i t purfues per-
petually flies, would undoubtedly yield 
to mijder pafíions, more análogous to 
the natural goodncfs of the human 
beart; and the effeéls of that univerlal 
benevolence which is encreafed and pro-
pagated by being exercifed would fre-
quently trinmph over the frigid cal-
eulations of cabinets. 
L 2 Let 
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Let us therefore congratúlate our phi* 
loíbphical age, which by extending the 
tafte for travelling even to fovereigns 
themfelves, w i l l by degrees fee the pre-
judices that divide courts and empires 
vaniíh, and perhaps deftroy the fource 
of wars, which were never longer or 
more bloody than between fovereigns 
who íaw not each othcr, but through 
the illufions of falfe glory, and between 
whom no interview ever tempered the 
bitterncfs of national hatred. 
The ñay of the count d'Artois at St. 
lldefonfo, which has caufed and will 
excufe this digrcfílon, continued a fort-
night ; his highnefs wcnt afterwards to 
Madrid. The duke of Bourbon arrivpd 
at St. lldefonfo on the day of the count's 
departure, and remained the re twenty-
• four hours. Though he travelled under 
the ñame of- the count of Dammartin, 
the Spaniñi monarch gave orders that 
he íhould be treated as a prince of his 
faraily. He was not dazzled by t^e 
lipmage paid to his 1 rank; he was a 
Bourbon 
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Bourbon to none but the king and his 
family. To all the reft of the court he 
was a prívate individual, whofe exterior 
grace, engaging manners and modeíty 
won every heart. He found the count 
d'Artois at Madrid; and thefe two princes 
viíited together the curiofities of the 
capital, went to the íheatre, and were 
prefent at a bull-fight. 
The Caftilians every where flocked 
about them, and i t was eafy to pcrceive 
that curiofity was. not the only motive 
of the eagernefs with which perfons of 
both fexes, all ranks, and every age 
preíTed to fee them. I w i l l , on this oc-
cafion, relate an anecdote trifling in i t -
felf, but which wil l ferve to pro ve wi th 
what circumfpcelion it is neceííary to 
judge concerning a nation with whofe 
language and manners we are not per-
fe ¿11 y acquainted. When the princes 
had viñted the palace of Buen-Retiro, 
their conduélors, who" knew no lan-
guage but the Spaniíh, aíked them i f 
they would go and fee la China, Some 
L 3 of 
150 T H E P U E S E N T S T A T E 
of the attendants to the princes thouglit 
they vveí-e aíked i f they were going 
to China, and laughed at the abfurd 
queftion. The t ruth, however, was, 
that thefe good people propofed to 
them to go to the manufaélory of por-
celain, which in Spaniíh is called China, 
a s íluíFs which come from Batavia are 
called after the Dutch colony of that 
ñame, and linens made in Silefia, Bre-
tagnes. How many errors in the nar-
ratives of travellers arife from ñmilar 
miílakes 1 
But leaving the count d'Artois and 
the duke of Bourbon to continué their 
journey to the camp of St. Roch, let us 
now return to St. Ildefonfo, the environs 
of which have ílill feveral claims to our 
attention. 
At the di flanee of a quarter of a 
league from this royal m a n f i o n runs a 
little river (the Erefma) which íerves 
for the innocent pleafures of the fove-
reign, and often refle6ls his image, The 
banks have o n each ñde a caufeway, 
or 
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or where the ground requires them, 
there are ftone or fod íleps. It is en» 
clofed between two piles of rocks, 
grouped in the moft romantic manner. 
Its limpid waters fometimes run tumul-
tuouíly o ver lefíer rocks in tíie bed of 
the river, or precipítate themfelves by 
natural cafcades, fometimes forming 
fmall baíons which ferve as afylums to 
the trout deftined to pafs from the hook 
of his Catholic majeíly to his table. In 
fome places this river is feparated by 
íittle meadows from copfes of green 
oak, with which that part of the coun-
try abounds. In others tufted íhrubs 
are feen npon the tops of the rocks, or 
hang waving from their fides. 
Reader, if ever yon íhould refide for 
fome time at St. Ildefonfo, and find 
yourfelf ^vearied with the dull magni-
ficence wíiich reigns in the palaces of 
kings, repair to the banks of the Eref-
ma/ there you will find one of the fineíi 
Bngliíh gardens Nature ever formed; 
ñor will you regret thofe at the diítance 
JL* A ot 
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of a quarter of a league in which art 
has difplayed all its luxury: and you wi l i 
return more fatisfied wíth yQurfelf and 
lefs deíirous of the faife enjoyments 
which pomp procures at an ©narmous 
expenee. 
The eonrf of Spain goes once a year 
to alarm the Naiades of the Erefma, by 
the noife of a general deer-hunting The 
rendezvous is upon the banks of this 
little river, about a league from the 
caílle of St. Ildefonfo. So me days prc-
vious to the aríival of the court, a num-
ber of peafants are fent to the neigh-
bouring woods and hills to drive before 
them the decr wi th which the country 
plentifully abpunds. The preícribed 
limits are by degrees narrowed, until the 
time fixed for roufing the game. The 
fport then beeomes excellent : the 
deer run in fmall herds 011 all íides, 
feemingly perceiving the danger into 
which they are driven, after which they 
face about and endeavour to brave 
the running fire of mufquetry that 
threatens 
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threatens them in the rear ; but obey-
ing the impulíes of fear, and failing 
in their attenlpt, they pafs in clofer 
herds through the fatal defiíe, where 
the king, his fons, and the other princes, 
placed in ambufcade, wait their arrival. 
Their agility now becomes their laft re-
fon rce, and faves the greater number. 
Out of three or fonr thoufand, and 
fometimes more, which thus pafs in re-
view, about a hundred fall. Some re-
main dead npon the fpot, others carry 
away with them the mortal wonnd, and 
ñj to conceal their agony in the thickcts. 
Their bodics, whilít yet in palpitation, 
are bronght and arranged npon the field 
of barde. Theíe are numbered with a 
cruel latisfaclion, for which a philofo-
pher would reproach himfelf, but which 
; it is agrecd to pardon in honters. The 
%hoie court, the ambaíTadors and fo-
reign minifters commonly take part in 
this amufement, which is repeated to-
wards the end of every vifit to the Ef-
cunal. The counts of Artois and Dam-
martin were invited as they returned 
from 
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from the camp of St* Roch, and thera 
appeared as aélors. They perhaps would 
have wiílied for a lefs eafy viétory over 
the timid inhabitants of the woods, 
which they are accuílomed to chafe, and 
not coolly to maííacre ; but the foreíls of 
Compiegne and Fontainebleau had never 
ofFered them thofe legions of fleet herds^  
filing offby thoufands before them, and 
this fight, perhaps, the only one of the 
kind in Europe, feemed highly to gra-
tify their curioñty. 
There is anotherplace to which, during 
the viñt to St. Ildefonfo, the catholic 
king goes once to carry thither the noife 
ánd terror which accompany the chafe, 
I mean the environs of Paular, a mo-
naílery of Carthufíans, at the foot and 
011 the other ñde of the enormous 
mountains which command the caítle. 
During the reíl of the year it is the 
afylum of peace and ñlence. The Pau-
lar, one of the richeíl convenís of the 
Carthufíans in Spain, is fítuated in a 
charming valley, watered by a conñder-
abíe 
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able rivulet, which runs gently through 
the groves and meadows. This ítream 
drives a paper-mill, the noife of which 
is the only found repeated by the foli-
tary echoes of the neighbourhood. A 
Frenchman, for in what country is not 
a Frenchman to be found, manages this 
manufaélure on the account of the 
monks, and feems in this córner of the 
world to have forgotten both his coun-
try and language. We one day recog-
líized each other by that fpecies of in-
ílin6l by which two natives of the fame 
country are reciprocally attraéled, who 
firíl explain themfelves by a fmile, of 
which their common language foon be-
comes the interpreten I had bcen to 
vifit the monaftery of Paular, and liad 
forgotten to provide myfelf with letters 
of recommendation to the prior. E x -
cluded from this pious afylum, I ex-
piated my negligence by wandering, 
without knowing whether I went, and 
without provifions, about the monaftery, 
My guardián ángel, or the geniusof the 
country, conduóled me towards the pa-
per-
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per-mili ; I took the lucky path, and 
the direélor of this little manufaélory 
conjecluring I was a Frenchman, accoít-
ed me and offered his fervice. His in-
terceííion opened to me the doors of the 
convent, and procured me proofs of the 
hofpitable generoíity of its ñlent inha* 
bitants. 
Tbere is nothing remarkable in tire 
monaftery of Paular, except the great 
cloiíler in which Vincent Carducho has 
painted the principal events of the life 
of Saint-Bruno. 
1 íhall now accompany the reader to 
the caílle of Rio Frió three leagues from 
St. Ildefonfo. Herds of deer wander in 
the woods by which it is furrounded. 
Thefe animáis, which in general are fo 
timid, appear to live here in a lecurity 
that excites furprife in the traveller, 
and which is diíturbed but once a year, 
when the king makes them pafs gently 
in review, and chufes at leifure thofe he 
mcans to kiíí. The caílle of Rio Frió 
is 
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is fituated in an extremely fandy foil, I t 
ivas built by queen líabella of Farnefe, 
who after the death of Philip V , re-
tired to St. Ildefoníb during the whole 
reign of Ferdinand V I , fon of that mo-
narch, but by another wife ; and deter-
mined to make the caftle of Rio Frió 
her laít abode. That it might recall to 
her memory the new palace of Madrid, 
which neither íhe ñor her huíband had 
the good fortune to refide in even a 
fingle day, íhe ordered it to be bui l t after 
the fame plan, but of lefs dimenfions. 
Her own fon Charles I I I , being called to 
the throne of Spain by the death of Fer-
dinand V I , her projecl of retreat va-
niílied, (and the caftle of Rio Frió 
was abandoned even before i t was 
fmiíhed.j 
We wi l l now leave St. Ildefonfo and 
take the road ta the Efcurial. At about 
three quarters of a league from the 
; caftle we pafs the Erefma over a bridge,' 
and arrive at Ballain, a- village fituated 
in a hollow fhaded by thick woods. The 
kings 
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kings of Spain had formerly a hunting 
feat here, to which Philip V , fometimes 
went, and where he conceived the pro-
jeét of building St. íldefonfo, in this 
wild country, which promifed to gratify 
at once his tafte for folitude and for the 
chace. The French ambafíador, before 
the king built his palace at. St. Ilde-
fonfo, reíided at this oíd caílle. As foon 
as we have paíTed it, we climb for two 
leagues the tops of the high mountains 
which feparate the two Caíliles. The 
road is íhaded by high pines, the tops of 
which are freqnently loíl in the fogs 
which rife from the bofoms of deep val-
lies. The air becomes infenñbly colder 
as we approach the fummits of the moun-
tains ; and whcn we have arrived at the 
fe ven points of rocks which, from St. 
Ildefonfo, have the appearance of an 
immenfe parapet Avali^  a new objeél pre-. 
fents itfelf to the admiring eye. Before 
ns we view the vaít plains of new Caítile, 
and perceive Madrid confiderably with-
in the bounds of the horizon over which 
the %ht wanders to an immenfe diftance. 
• We 
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We are here in another country, and 
ñnd another íky and a diíFerent tempera-
ture. The travellcr frequentiy leaves 
behind him clouds above clouds, to which 
the mountains fecm to ferve as bounda-
ries, and inftantly paíTes into the moíl 
ferene air. The rays of the fun loíl in 
the thickfogshehadjuí lpaíTedthrough, 
add colouring and embellilhment to the 
profpeél around him. He foon precipi-
tates himfelf rather than defcends from 
the top of this magnificent belvedere, 
and at the end of two leagues arrives at 
the town of Guadarrama, through which 
paíTes the great road from Paris to Ma-
drid. He croífes this road to follow that 
which leads to the Efcurial, at which 
the court refides íix weeks after leavin¿ 
St. Ildefonfo, , 
Th'ñ famous monaílery is fituated at 
the midway of the afcent of the chain 
of mountains which termínate oíd Caf-
t l ^ ' The choicc which Philip V , made 
this fteep ^%uation indicates the fa-
vaSe and mclancholy characler which 
hiítorv 
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hiílory gives to that prinee, We wil| 
not here, however, repeat their cen* 
ñires. The Spaniards, even at this dif-
tance of time, have not yet abandoned 
him to the eenfure of poíterity as we have 
our Louis X I , v/hom he refembled in 
more points than one. His memory, 
befides, feems to command refpecl, at 
the approach of this royal eonvent, 
where we perpetually hear him calJed 
our holy founder, where his aíhes are de-
pofited, and where his itvage every where 
meets the eye. This foundation, as is 
well known, was in confequence of a 
vow made on the day of the battle of St. 
Quentin, at which, however, Philip was 
not prefent. It is known alfo that he 
Itedicated it to St. Lawrcnce, of whom 
that day was the feaíl. In Spain it is 
called by the ñame of this faint (San 
-Lorenzo) and every thing in the Bfcuriai 
•reminds us of the inftrument of his 
martyrdom. It is not only leen upon the 
doors, Windows, altars, riíuals and fa-
cerdotal habits, but the edifice itfelf 
,bears Jts form. It is a quadrangular 
building 
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buildíng with the principal front to the 
weft, behind which is a mountain ; the 
oppofite fide, whiclí taces Madrid, takes 
the form of the fliortened h and le of a 
gridiron reveríed ; and the fo'ur feet are 
reprefented by the fpires of four little 
fqnare towers which rifé above the four 
angles. I wi l l not nndertake with the 
Abbé de Vayrac and Colmenar, to give the 
number, no doubt exaggerated b j them, 
of all the doors, windows, conrts, &c. of 
this famolis convent. In the whole, i t 
certainly has fomething awful, but i t 
does not perfeélly correfpond to the idea 
formed of i t according to the acconnts 
we have rece i ved. Its form did not per-
üiit the architeét to make the moft of 
its vaft extent; and i t is not t i l l we 
have paffed the numcrons dormitorios, 
and wandered among the courts, ítair-
cafes and galieries that the imagination 
completes what a ñrít view liad only 
íketched. Therc is nothing magniñ-
cent in the architeélurc. I t has rather 
that ferions fimpiicity more proper for 
a cónvent than the fplendid ciegan ce 
I» M which 
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which annóunces the reüdence of a great 
monarch. The front to the weft alone 
has a fine portal! formed by large co-
lumns of the doric order, half funk in 
the wall, andón cach ñde two grcat doors 
of noble dimenfions. By this portail we 
país to an ciegant íquare conrt, at the 
bottom of which is a cllurch. This 
principal entrance is never open for the 
kings of Spain and the princes of the 
blood, except on two folemn occaíions. 
When tliey come for the firíl time to 
the Eícurial, and when their remains are 
depoñted there in the van! t which awaits 
them. I con Id not but imagine I per-
ceived the emblem of the gates of iife9 
and thofe of eternity, which, for the 
children of kings, as well as for the 
meaneft óf mortals^ open but once and 
immediately Ihut again for ever. 
On this ñde, the door of the churcíl 
is announced by a fine periítyle ; over 
the front of which are coloíTal ílatues of 
fix kings of Ifrael, which appear as in 
cquilibrium upon their flight pedeftals. 
Thefe 
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Thcíe fix kings liad fome íbare in thc 
founding or rebuilding óf the templé 
of Jerufalem, as We are informed by the 
infcriptions upon the bafe of their íla* 
tues. The two in the middle are David 
and Soíomon, to whom the fculptor has 
endeavoured to give the likenefs of 
Charles V , and Philip II , his fon ; fo 
ingenious has flattery ever been in feck-
ing new channels to convey its homage, 
and turning to its ufe even what feems 
leaíl adapted to its purpofe. 
The front to the fouth is entirely defli-
tute of ornament; but in four ftories there 
are nearly three hundred windows. .The 
two great doors of entranee are on tile 
oppofite front. The whole edifice is 
built with hewn ftone of a fpecies of 
baílard granite, which by its colour, be-
come brown with time, adds to the auíle-
rity of the building. The quarry where 
it was dug is in the neighbourhood of 
the Efcurial, and it is faid that this was 
one motive for the choice of the fitua-
tion ofthe Efcurial. It furniíhed blocks 
M 2 of 
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of fúch conñderable dimenfions, that 
three ílones were fufficient to foral the 
chambranle of the greateíl door-ways, 
and each ftep of the principal ílair-cafe 
is compofed but of one. 
When the court is not at the Efcu-
rial, it is but a vaft convent inhabited 
by two hundred monks, under the 
infpeélion of a prior. At the arrival of 
the court the convent is transformed 
into apalace. The monks are baniflied 
to the apartments in the fouth and weít 
fides, and the principal ceils become the 
habitations of the royal family, and the 
nobílity and gentry of both lexes, by 
whom it is accompanied. The king 
himfelf has his in the narrow fpace which 
forms the handle of the gridiron. Phi-
lip II , feems to have wiíhed to makethis 
a retrcat, where fovereign greatnefs 
might retire to hide itfelf beneath the 
íhade of altars, and become familiar-
ized to its tomb; and his fucceíTors, 
faithful to this vow of humility, ftill 
contení themfelVeS With the fame nio-
deít 
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deft habitation. It communicates,by a 
ílair-cafe, with the church and veftry, 
in which the arts united have difplayed 
all their magnificence. 
The church is in the form of a Gre-
cian crofs, above which is a dome. The 
whole building refts upon pillars, per-
haps rather too mafíy, in the interílices 
of which are feveral altars. The archi-
teclure is fimple but majeílic. Se ve ral 
fubjecls from holy writ, and fomc facred 
allego i ies are painted in frefco in the 
dome, by the magical pencil of Luca 
Giordano. The great altar, which is af^  
cended by twenty jfteps, contains three 
different orders of architeélure, one above 
the other, in the form of a mutilated py-
ramid : no expence has been fpared in 
decoration. Richnefs and elegance are 
united in the tabernacle. The columns 
are of the moíl precious marble ; the 
interílices are filled up with paintings by 
Lucas Cambiafo and Pellegrino Tibaldi. 
Yet the whole has fomething parfimoni-
ous in its appearance, which forms a ílrik-
M 3 ing 
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iñg contraft wjth the majeíly of the edí? 
fice. I t is too lofty for its breadth, and 
appears to be crammed by forcé into the 
narrow fpace it occupies, as i f it had not 
been ereéted for the church to which it 
belongs. But the two monuments which 
accompany it are reaiiy beautiful ; thefe 
pcrfeólly accord with the firíl of the 
^ . lltrce orciers of which it is compofed, 
/ *? that is doric with fluted columns. The 
-T;./ tofnbs are thofe of Charles V, and Phi-
Ijft I I . Theíe two ibvcreigns are on their 
knccs, and feem to bow their majeíly be-
fóte the Iving of Kings. They occupy 
the forepart of a kind of open chamber 
lined with bíack marble, by the fide of 
the altar. There is fomething at once 
folemn and grand ia the two monu-
ments. The fpeclator, while con te m-
plating them, cannot but profoundly re-
flecl on the vain infignificance of hu-
man great neis, and the abyfs in which 
it is" fooncr or later fwallowed up, The 
tranquillity that reigns around thenl 
feems to be that of death, againíl which 
the lords qf the earth vainly arm therm 
" ' f e l v e s 
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felves with fepulchral pride. Thefe re-
fleétions become ílill more ferious when 
appiied to two fovereigns, who, during 
their lives, difturbed the world with 
their ambitiopj and are now condemned 
to eternal ñlence by the only law which 
they could not efcape, 
The two neareft altars to'the high 
altar, are thoíe of the Annunciation 
and St. Jerome, which have beauties for 
devotees and gokiímiths. Two great 
doors, npon which are two indiííerent 
paintings by Lucas Gambiafo, open and 
leave the eye dazzled with innumerable 
relies in vafes, and cafes of filver and 
ñlver gilt, enriched with precious ftones. 
There is alfo a large St. Lawrence of 
folid filver, upon the breaíl of which. 
are fome fpoils of this Martyr which 
his difciplcs faved from the flames. The 
church contains aifo fome good paintings 
by artiíls of the fecond order, among which 
are feyeral apofdes by Navarette, known 
by the appellation of the dumb, the fall 
of the angels, and the martyrdom of 
M 4 St. 
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St. Urfnla7 by Pellegrino Tibaldi. In the 
two veírries particularly, mafter-pieces 
of paintirjg are ícattered with fuch pro-
fu ñon as is capable of fatigoing the ad-
miration even of connoiííeurs. In the 
fi if t , in which the light is not good, 
there are three by Paul Veronefe, 
ene by Titian, two by Tintoret, one 
by R ubens, and one by Spagnoletto. The 
principal veítry contains a ílill greater 
number, and would alone be fuíñeient 
to juftify the fainc of the Efcuriai. 
I íliall only mention the paintings 
meft ftriking to cyes leaft aecuítomed 
to judge of the produCtions of the arts. 
That which has the greateíl efíe61 is 
the altar piece, by Claude Coello, a 
Portogueíe, otherwiíe little known. It 
retraecs a fecne, of which the veítry 
was the theatre. Charles I I . accompa-
nied by the nobility of his rctinue, is 
reprefented on his knees before the holy 
facrament, held by the prior of the mo-
na ílery ; the monarch wentthither pub-
ücly to fuppiicate pardon fpr the pro-
fanation 
O F . S P A I N. . l69, 
fanation of a hbít, iacerated by impious 
hands, and revenged by a miracle. The 
holy meditation of the monarch, the 
appearance of compunélion in his fea-
tures, the attitude of the prior, and 
thofe of the monks, by whom he is fur-
rounded, and the manner in which fo 
man y figures are grouped without con-
fufion, give to the whole of this painting 
the moft fenñble effeél; and aithough 
k be far from the beíl piece, there 
is none which leaves a greater impref-
fion upon the generality of fpeélators. 
Real connoiffeurs, and thofe who are 
dazzied by great ñames, prefer a fine 
holy Virgin by Guido ; two paintings by 
Vandyck, one the woman taken in 
adultery, the other St. Jerome naked to 
the middle, and writing as he is diólated 
to by an ángel, whofe frefhnefs of com-
plexión produces the moft agreeable 
contraíl with the fallow íkin of the aged 
faint. A large pidure by Tintoret, in 
which this painter has indulged all the 
caprice of his imagination, in giving a 
reprefentation of the Lord's fupper. 
A n 
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An affumption by Annibal Carracci; fe« 
vera! pieces by Titian, and tvvo, very 
admirable for the colou.ring, one a St. 
Sebaftian of the natural fize, and the 
other our Saviour difputing with adoftor 
of the law; three by Raphael; one called 
ú e pearl, on account of its fuperior ex-
cellence, is a holy family, in which the 
infant Jefns has agrace, a juílnefs of ex-
preífion, and an cxaélnefs of drawing 
which belongs only to this great mafter; 
and another the vifitation, in which the 
modeíly of the Virgin, and hcr embar-
raílment on appearing before Elizabeth 
with the unexpeéied and already appa-
rent figns of her ' pregnancy cannot be 
too much admired» 
Leís celebrated artifts have alio con-
tributcd to the decoration of the veítry. 
I íhali mention byt two : the che valiera 
Máxime and Romanelli. The íiríl has 
exhibited the beauty of Guido's forms in 
the painting where Chriíl diputes in 
the templé with the doclors, and the 
graces and fweetpifs pf the pencil of 
AI baño 
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Álbano appear in that of the latter, the 
Virgin feated carefíed by her holy infant. 
I cannot leave the veftry witliout men-
tioning a kind of obeliík in filigreen, 
ornamented with precious ítones, con-
cealed behind the fine painting of Claude 
Coello, and which is never expofed ex-
cept at the selebration of the miníele 
it reprefents. í t may be imagined, wi th-
out my faying i t , that this veftry con-
tains, in large drawers, the moft rich 
facerdotal ornaments, chandeliers, facred 
vafes and the like, which are greater 
proofs of the magnificence of the kings 
of Spain than of their piety. 
The fame obícrvation may be made 
,on the pantheon their lepulchre, to 
which a door in the paíT^ge from the 
church to the veftry opens. The ftair-
cafe is entirely covered with marble, as 
is alfo thcinüde of the pantheon. This 
Is divided into feveral chambers, each 
of which has its particular diftinótiom 
One of them is what is called the podrí-
Arp, pf the rotting place, Here the bo-
dies 
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clies of the kings and the royal famíiy, 
are deliverd up to the firíl ravages of 
corruption. The bodies of the princes 
and princeffes of Spain, who have not 
reigned, are depofited in another. l t is 
in this auguft and difmal aílcmbly that 
the duke of Vendóme is placed, like M . 
de Turenne at St. Denis, among the re-
mains of óur kings. Many peeple are 
ílill of opinión, that the firíl of thefe 
generáis was interred in a viilage in the 
kingdom of Valencia, where he died. 
I examined the regifter of the monaf-
tery, and found an account of his re-
mains being brought thitner, and I af-
terwards learned, -that they arrived at 
the Eícurial the pth of September 1712, 
and were received by my lord Cotron, 
captain of the guards of Philip V . and 
the count.de Las Torres; that they were 
firíl depofited in the oíd pantheon, 
whence they were transferred to that of 
the princes. The real pantheon ferves 
as the laíl afylum only for the kings 
and queens of Spain. I t feems as i f they 
wiíhed to be revenged of death, which 
levéis 
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levéis all ranks, by making this pre-
eminence furvive them. 
I t is impoffible not to feel a kind of 
religious awe when \ve defcend into this 
valüt, in which deceafed grandeur feems 
to ítruggle againft annihilation ? A few 
rays of half extinguiílied light wi th 
difficulty penétrate this cold abode. 
To fupply the defect, a fuperb luftre, 
pendant from the cupola, is lighted up 
on extraordinary occafions; but except 
in thefe cafes the curious are conduéled 
by a flambeau into the middle of the 
motionlefs and filent aíTembly of fove-
reigns of both fexes. By the uníleady 
light of the flambeau we difcover, op-
pofite the door by which we enter, an 
altar and a crucifix of black marble upon 
a pedeftal of porphyry. The reít cor-
refponds to this melancholy magniñ-
cence. The cafes which contain the 
bodies of the kings and queens are 
placed on cach fide the altar, in three 
ftorics, and in different compartments, 
tbrmcd by fine flntcd pilafters of mar-
\ ble« 
I H THE PRESENT S T A t E 
ble; the cafes are of bronze, fimple, 
yet noble in their form. The pantheon 
is not yet ful l , but the empty cafes are 
ready to cpen to receive their depoñts. 
A falutary yet terrible leíTon, which 
kings have not refufed tó receive from 
the bold de figns of an able architeét. 
Philip I I . repofes in the moíl elevated 
tomb of the firíl divifion. He i t was 
who laid the foundation of the pan-
theon ; but i t was not íiniíhed t i l l the 
reign of Fhilip I V . as we are informed 
by the infcription over the inncr door 
of the ítair-cafe. I t has yet been 
opened but to two fovereigns of the 
houfc of Bourbon, the young king 
Louis I . who afcended the throne in 
1721, and died the fame year, and queen 
Amelia, wife to the prefent monarch; 
as i f the aíhes of two royal houfes, fo 
long divided by political intereíl, were 
f t i l l averie to uniting even in the tomb. 
Philip V . and his queen are interred at 
St. lldcfonfo ; Ferdinand V I . and queen 
Barbara 
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Barbará his wife, at Madrid, in a con* 
vent which they had foundcd. 
The íbllowing well-known hoc can-
not be applied to this temple of death ; 
Letemps quidetrult tout en ajferm'tt les mun*,' 
The ravages of time, fecondcd bv 
the damps, has not fpared even the 
marble. Here we are at once led to re-
fle6l on the frailty of man/whatevet 
may be his rank, and the periíliable 
natnre of his works, which in his pride 
he dares confecratc to irarnortalitv. 
'TS'f i .R; ' V'''"Í ' 7'-'. ' "i " '4 
The choir of the monks of the E{-
Curial is above the great door of the 
church, and óppofite the high altar. 
The walls are decoratcd with paintings 
in frcfco, the fubjccls of which. have re» 
lation to S. Jcrome and 2t. Lawrcncc. 
The pulpit, notwithftandiiig its encr-
mous fize, turns upon a pivot with 
* 1 i me, which deftrots alí tiiings, has given. 
ftrength to the v/alls. 
• . fur-
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furprifing fácil i ty. Behind the choir 
is a mafter-piece of fculpture; a Chrift 
in marble, of the natural üze ; i t was ex-
ecuted by Benvenuto-Cellini, by whom 
the confiable deBourbon was killed upofi 
the wails of Rome. 
From the fides of the choir begins a 
gallery which runs along the two fronts 
of the church, and communicates by 
four doors to the firíl ílory of the mo-
naílery ; i t is interfecled by leveral fpaces 
between the joints and pillars which 
contain a part of the congregation du-
ring the time of divine fervice. Thither 
I frequently went, that I might be pene-
trate d wi th the profound fentiments 
which enter the minds of perfons, tile 
leaíl devout, at the awful afpeél of a 
temple. That of the Eícurial difpofes 
more than any other to luch medita-
tions. Its maís, the folidity of which 
has airead y furvived its founder, wfio 
íleeps within its waíls, almod two cen-
tunes, and wi l l furvive him for twenty 
more; the memory of this imperioiis 
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monarch, which for a long time paft 
has there received no other tribute than 
funeral prayers, and whofe íhade is fnp-
pofed to wander in this melancholy mo-
nument of his fear and bis piety ; the 
fcrund of a hundred voices which makc 
the roofs re-echo with the praifes of 
the eternal being ; ali difpofe the mind 
to ferious refleétion, with which it is 
a thouíand times more fatisñed than 
with vain and giddy diííipation. Ye 
who look with envy upon tranfient gran-
deur, and who wiíh to vanquiíh that reft-
lefs ambition which embitters your days 
and may render them culpable, vifit this 
temple and refign yourfelves to medita-
tion; yon wi l l find your heart foftened 
and yonr reafon fortified ; your eyes w i l l 
be filled with tears, and you wi l l return 
more refigned to your fate, more hu-
mane and more happy. 
On leaving the gallery to go to the 
royal apartments, we pafs a long cón-
dor, remarkable for the paintings in 
frefco on the walls. I t is called the 
VOL. I . N hall 
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hall of battles, becaufé the paintings 
reprefent feveral of thofe of the ancient 
kings of Spain againít the Moors, The 
perípeftive is badly obferved,- but the 
attitudes, dreíTes and the lively colour* 
ing excite the admiratioia of all con-
BoiíTeurSi 
I íhali not defcribe a fmall chapel 
adjoining to the choir, in whcih is a 
large painting of St. Ferdinand, the 
maíler-piece of Luca Giordano, and a 
few other middling performances, ñor 
feveral other places in which paintings 
are to be found. The art of fatiguing 
is that of faying every thing. 
I cannot, however,- avoid mentioning 
the two great cloiíters: one above, the 
other below : paved with marble, and ©f 
vaíl dimenfions. The paintings in frefeo 
of the lower cloiñer are, perhaps, more 
extolled than they deferve. I f the con-
noifíeur feeks the efFeéls of perfpeclive, 
and brilliant colon ring, he wi l l be de-
ceived in his expeótations; but i f he 
admires 
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admires Heads full of expreffion * ártd the 
great ánd vigbrous forms of the fchool of 
Michael Angelo, he wi l l return more than 
once to examine the principal events of 
the life of onr Saviour, páinted in ál-
moft colofíal figures byPellegrino Tibal-
di, round the cloiíler. 
Both the cloiílers are ente red by nar-
tow and obfcure coridors. The chief 
defecl in the architecture of the Efcu* 
rial, is that, in general, the principal ob* 
jeéts are not fo placed as to have the 
beíl effc6h The portal is feen but by 
accident 5 nothing announces the great 
ítair-cafe^ you arrive át the foot of i t 
before you fuppofe i t to be near. There 
is a fine inner court, ornamented with 
two rows of pórticos, of noble archi-
teélure; the center is oCcupied by a 
fmall circular temple, with four doors, 
of which the inner columns correfpond 
to four ftone baíbns, each as i t were un-
der the proteélion of an ángel. This 
18 Perhaps the moft regular piece of ar-
chitednre in the Efcunal: but i t feems 
N 2 to.. 
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to be wüfully concealed from the eyes 
of the curious; it is feen but from the 
Windows of the two great cloiílers, ta 
which i t ferves as a center; and even 
then yon are in doubt whether i t be a 
court or a garden, for i t is divided into 
four parts, laid out and planted like a 
parterre. 
The great cloifter below, which has 
a view into the court, has four principal 
doors; two of which communicate with 
the church and veftry. By a third you 
enter the capitulary hall, which con-
- tains feveral paintings by Titian, and 
one by Velaiquez, repreíenting the fons 
of Jacob bringing him the bloody gar-
ment of their brother Jofeph. The 
é l f c ^ o f the perfpeéUye, and the cor-
reélnefs of the drawing, in this piece, 
are admirable ; but more noblenefs of de-
fign might be wiíhed. A Virgin by Ra-
phael, , a St. Jerom by Guerchino, 
crowning with thorns by Vandyck, three 
picces by Rubens, and three by Spagno-
letto are alio found here. But the pieces 
moft 
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moíl to be admired in the capitukry 
hall, are three maílerly paintings by 
Guido ; two heads full of truly celeítiai 
expreflion, one of St. Peter, the other 
of St. Paul; and a Virgin feated, before 
whom ítands the infant Jefus, in a pen-
five and fine attitude. 
The fourth door, which anfwers to 
the great lower cloifter, is that of the 
oíd chureh of the monaftery. (This 
alfo contains paintings worthy of at* 
íention; feveral by Titian, among others, 
the great altar-piece, which reprefents 
the martyrdom of St. Laurence; three 
by Spagnoletto, remarkable for beauty of 
colon r ing; and one, a wonderful piece, 
by Raphael, which, for its learned com-
pofition, its beauty, noblenefs of deíign, 
correétneís of drawing, and every ex-
cellence that charaéterifes the inimita-
ble talent of this great mafter is fupe** 
rior to all in the Efcurial I have feen 
connoiíTeurs view with tranfport, and 
íhed tears of admiration, before this 
fublime mafter-piece, without thefe de-
N 3 licious 
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licious impreífions'being weakened by a 
refieclion natural enough, on the fan-
taftical unión of per fon s i t prefehts 5 
théfe are the Virgin Mary, Chrift, and 
St».Jcrom in a cardinal's habit, reading 
to them the bible,while the ángel Raphael 
conduéls to the feet of the divine group 
the young Tobit, who comes with a 
timid air to render the tribute of bis 
i i lh . The laft circuraftance has given 
the painting the appellation oí Madonna 
del Be% (our lady of the fiíh). 
t i l is inconceiveable how the genius 
óf Raphael could ftoop to this ftrange 
compofition, which, undoubtedly, was 
prefcribed him, and yet that the esc-
culion íhould bear no marks of fuch 
compulfion. I f bis exquifite tafte was 
not difgufted by a difíbnance which 
íhocks the leaft delicate one, what be-
comes of the rules of art, and the pre-
cepts of reafon ? After fuch an example, 
how is i t poíiiblc not to look upon 
them as fo many chains, Which genius 
in its íbarings may íhake off with im' 
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punlty. Does not i t juítify all the ex-
travagance which fantaítical or ignorant 
artiíls have dared to difplay upon can-
vafs, one arming Abraham with a piflol? 
with which he is going to flioot ífaac, 
another reprelenting the Virgin with a 
chaplet in her hand, and a third in -
troducing our modern artillery in the 
combat of fatan and the angels ? 
Let us now leave the oíd church of 
the Efcurial in which it is eafy to for-
get at ñght of the Madonna del Pez, that 
the monaftery contains other objeéts 
worthy the attention of the curious. 
After having admired the luperb pie ce 
of Titian (the iaft Snpper) which 
takes up the wholc breadth of the re-
feftory of the monks, we wi l l afcend 
to the upper cloifter, the walls of which 
are alfo ornamented with paintings. 
There are feveral not above mediocrity; 
but fome by Luca Giordano are feen with. 
pleaíure, as alfo may two o r three by 
Spagnolctto.and one byNavarette, known 
N 4 by 
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by the ñame of the dumb, and whoin 
Philip I I . cailed the Titian of Spain. 
The ílair-cafe which leads from the 
lower to the upper cloifter, muíí not 
be paffed over in filence. The four 
lides of the frize and the cieling 
are pajnted in frefco by Giordano, and 
reprefent the battlc of St. Quintín, the 
accompliíhment of the vow of Philip JJ. 
andrthe arrival of that monarch at the 
ccleílial court, 
On the rfirft landing-place of the 
ñair-cafe there are littie cloiílers, which 
iead to the iibrary of the Elcurial, lefs 
remarkable for the number of volumes 
i t contains than for the choice of them, 
and more particuiarly the Arabic and 
Greek manuícripts. A l l the arts con-
cerned in the decoration ; and i f there 
be a defeét, it is perhaps that of being 
too much ornamented. Every vacant 
ípace is filled wi th paintings ; the ceil-
ing, which is vaulted, is ornamented with 
Arabefcjues, and figures for the moít 
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part colofíal. Tibaldi, the maíter of 
Michael Angelo, has here difplayed the 
frequently exaggerated vigour of his 
pencii; his forced attitndes refemble 
contortions; his forms are fo great as 
to become gigantic and almoíl mon-
ílrous ; thefe diminiíh the efteél of the 
whole, by narrowing the fine dimen-
fions of the library and deílroying its 
other decorations. The íhelves which 
contain the books, and which are of 
precious wood, beautifuily carved, ap~ 
pear trifling beneath the coloíTufes of 
Tibaldi. Above the íhelves are paint* 
ings in freíco by Barthelemi Carducho, 
which alfo fuffer from the caufe already 
mentioned ; the fubjecb are taken from 
facred or profane hiftory, or have rclation 
to the fciences of which the íhelves beiow 
prefent to us íhe elements. Thus the 
council of Nice is reprefented above the 
books which treat of theology; the 
death of Archimedes at the íiege of Sy» 
racufe, indicates thofe which relate .to 
mathematics; and Cicero pronouncing 
his oration in favour of Rabirius, the 
works 
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works relative to eloquence and the 
bar. 
The middle of the library is oceupied 
by globes and tables; upon one of the 
latter is a fmall equeílrian ítatue of 
Philip IV . upon another, a little temple 
of folid ñlver, ornamented with lapis« 
la^zuli and precious ílones. Round thefe 
are ranged all the anceílors of the queen 
Ann of Neubourg, wife of Charles ÍL 
up to Charlemagne, who is placed in the 
center of the temple, 
I n the intervals between the ílielves 
are portraits of Charles V . and of the 
three Philips his fuccefíbrs to the throne 
of Spain. Ye philoíophers who, after 
having rcad what I have written, íhali 
viñt this library, ítop before the por-
trait of Philip IL painted with great 
exaélnefs by Pantoja de la Cruz; con-
témplate his grave and auitere phyfiog-
nomy, and you wi l l read an abridgement 
of the hiftory of his reign; but com-
inunicate not the reíult of your reflec-
tions 
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tions to the Monks who accompanyyou, 
this would be abad return for theoblmns: 
reeeption yon wii l receive from them. I f 
yon have brought with yon to the Efcu-
rial prejudices againft the Spaniards i i i 
general, or againíl the Monks in parti-
cular, yon wi l l certainly lay them aílde 
after having paííed a quartcr of an honr 
with the Jeronymites of this monaílery; 
yon wi l l be convinced that nnder the 
Spaniflr mantle, or even the reiigious 
habit, more obliging manners, more 
complaiíance and more real goodneís 
are concealed, than are promifed by 
the elegance of a Frendí drefs. For the 
truth of what I he re fay, í may appeal to 
two Daniíli profefíbrs, who, a few years 
ago, wcre íent to the Eí cu rial to make 
learned reíearchcs, and were, perhaps, 
better received by the Monks, notwith-
ftanding the diíference of their manners, 
langnage, and religión, than they would 
have been at the univerfity of Copenha-
gen. They were lodged in the convent, and 
piovided wi th every thing they could 
Wifli with the moíl generous hofpitality. 
A l l 
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A i i the treafures of the library werc 
opened to them, and they paffed tvvo 
months in examining and making ex-
traéis from the manufcripts which ex-
cited their curiofity. They returned 
home wi th hearts deeply impreíTed with 
gratitude, and port-folios enriched with 
the fruits of their laborious re-
fearches, 
The obliglng generoñty they expe-
rienced on this occafion was the more 
remarkable, as the manufcripts entrüfted 
to" their infpeélion are ftill unknown to 
the public, except by a few extraers 
given of them by a learned Monk named 
Cafíiri. Thefe conüíl of two volumes 
in folio, but are far from compleating the 
extenílve plan the monk propofed to 
himfelf. After his death they were con-
figncd to another of the fathers of the 
Efcurial, and the learned impatiently ex* 
peét the refult of his labours. 
The library of the Efcurial is open 
every morning and evening during the 
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refidence of the court, and the librarians 
refufe books to no per fon, 
The manufcripts are not kept in the 
great library vvhich is open to every 
comer, but in a large hall above always 
íhut up, and to which all the books 
profcribed by Spaniíh orthodoxy are fent. 
The portraits of fuch natives of Spain 
as have diftinguifhed themfelves in the 
fciences, arts, or in iiterature are hung 
round the hall, and the number of the 
learned in Spain is more conñderable 
than our fupercilious contempt for this 
nation wi l l eafily believe. 
This contempt may, perhaps, imagine 
it has found a fubjeél for triumph in 
the library of the Efcurial, on viewing 
the books placed the contrary way, ib 
that the edges of the leaves are outwards 
and contain their titles written on them. 
I have laid i t down as a rule, particu-
larly in travelling, never to form my 
judgment from mere appearances. I 
aíked the reafon for this cuftom; and 
was 
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Was told that Arias Montanus, a learn-» 
ed Spaniard of the fixteenth century, 
whofe library had ferved as a foundation 
for that of the Efcurial, had all his books 
placed ánd iní'cribed in that manner, 
which no doubt appcared to him to be 
themoí l commodious method of arrang^ 
ing them ; that he had introduced his 
Own method into the Efcurial; and fince 
his time, and for the fake of uniformity, 
i thad been followed with rcfpeét to the 
books afterwards added. This explana-
tion proves nothing but the oddity of 
One man, and an attachment, common 
to moíl men, to eftabiiíhed cníloms 
efpecialíy when in themfelves they are 
almoít indifferent. 
The íarge and. beautiful ílair-cafe 
which leads to the great upper cloifter 
communicates with the choir of the 
Monks of which wc have fpoken, and 
has a leíler capltulary hall which yon 
crofs in defcending to the king's apart-
ment. Thofe whofe admiration has not 
been exhauñed by the noble paintings 
they 
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they have juíl feen, wi i l remark as they 
país by, an annunciation, by Paul Ve-
ronefe, a nativity, by Tintoret, a de* 
fcent from the crofs, and a St. Mar-
garet, frightened by tile apparition of a 
dragón, by T i t i an ; but more efpecially 
one by the fame mafter, which is called 
ibe glory of Titiani either on account of 
its excelience or becaufe it reprefents 
Charles V. and Philip I I . admitted to 
ceieftial glory* in prefence of the prin-
cipal patriarchs of the ancient law, 
with characteriílic attributes, admirably 
grouped on each ñde and in front of the 
painting. 
A fmall cabinet adjoinmg to tkis hall 
contains feveral relies, one of the mi-
raculous urns at the maniage of Cana, 
an oíd manuícript of the lifc of St. The-
refa, written by heríelf, &c. 
Yon afterwards arrive at the ilair-cafe 
which leads to the king's apaitment, and 
m the way to it pafs through a kind of 
gallery hung with paintings. The prin-
, i cipál 
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cipal ones are, a deícent from the croís, 
an exquifite produélion of the pencil of 
Spagnoletto ; and a large piélure repre-
fenting Lot and his daughters, which a 
ConnoiíTeur would be tempted to attri-
bute to Guido, but which is thought to 
be by the Chevalier Máxime. Whoever 
the painter may be it is one of the moíl 
admirable picfures in the Efcuriai. In a 
córner of the fame gallery there are feve-
ral others worthy of attention; particu-
larly a fmall piciure by Rubens, in which 
feveral martyrs, and particularly St. 
Laurence and St. Sextus, are grouped in 
fuppliant attitudes round the throne of 
the Virgin. I íhould never finiíh. were 
I to give an account of all the curiofi-
ties ofthis kind contaiiied in the Efcuriai, 
I have, perhaps, already faid too much, 
both for thofe who wi l l never fee i t and 
for others who are as well acquainted 
with i t as myíelf. Thofe who wiíh for 
a more complete nomenclature of the 
curioütics of the monaft ny, called by 
fome the eighth wonder of the worki, 
may coníult the deicription in folio given 
of 
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cf i t by father Ximenez, one of the 
ihonks, ílill living, and travels in Spain 
by the abbé Pons, a man of fenfe and 
learning, and a lover of the fine arts, who 
has employed a whole volume on this 
fubjech What I have faid is fufficient to 
inform my foreign readers that i t is the 
rich colleélion of piélures which juí l i -
fies the fame of the Efcurial, and that 
i f thofe whofe devotion has embelliíhed 
it, íhould defpoil i t of this part of its 
riches, i f the court íhould not come to 
refide there every year, and bring 'the 
train of attendants and pomp which ac-
companies i t , the Efcurial would be no-
thing more than a great convent, awful 
by its mafs and folidity, ¿q,s is the cafe 
with nearly twenty others" m different: 
parts of Chriftendom. . 
The narrow terracc on each fide, 
whence the eye commandsj towards the 
eaft, a very extenfive but little varied 
profpea, would not be fufficient to rank 
it above this clafs. The abbé de Vayrac 
and Colmenar, particuiarly fpeak of its 
^ 0 L» !• O im-
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immenfe park. For my part I faw no» 
thing in the environs but woods full of 
rockyeminences, interfeóted with mea-
dows, wbich are feldom green, and 
ílocked wi th innumerable herds of deer. 
There refults, perhaps, from the whole 
a more agreeable eíFeél, lefs monotonous 
and more pleaíing than that produced 
by the wide walks, ílars, and obeliíks, 
ío much admired in the parks of the fo-
vereigns of France and Germany ; but on 
the other hand, there is nothing which 
prefentsthe appearance of grandeur and 
magnificence, which we naturally ex» 
pe6t íhould. accompany a royal man-
fion. 
From thfc terrace of the convent y orí 
áefcend by íteps cut in the fule to a 
garden not very large, much decorated, 
ñor even carefully cultivated. At the end 
of the terrace, to the weít, is a wooden 
building adjoining to the grand edifice, 
but of a diíFerent kind of architeéture, 
This is perhaps the only part of the 
Efcurial where real elegance attra6ts our 
. notice. 
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Bóíicé. I t comniunicates witíi i t by a 
gdiery whicli leads to a ne\v building, 
parallel with the principal front of the 
doñvénti ánd which ferves as lodging 
ápártments to the honfe of the I n -
This building, placed imnlediateíy at 
the foot of the mountains which iliade 
the Efcurial, añd iri the direaion of 
the winds which forcé their way into 
the nanow paffes, contributes to abate 
their violence. I t however does not 
prevent their effeéls from being verv 
fenfible, efpecially in the feafon which 
the court paííes at the Efcurial, They 
aré the more troublefome, as they pafs 
along the front to the north, and impe-
tuouíly fweep the oblong fpace which 
feparates i t from the apartménts al-
lotted to the miniílers, and fome of the 
clerks in office, and which you are 
obliged to crofs to go from the convent 
to the village. I f the exaggerated ac-
íounts given to ílrangers are to be be-
O 2 lieved. 
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lieved, thefe furious winds not only ñop 
thofe who pafs, make them ftagger, and 
fometimes throw them down, but they 
blow with fuch violence againíl the 
carriages ftationed before the palace, 
that they fometimes remo ve them from 
their places to the great aítoniíhment 
of their drivers. 
To avoid this inconvenience, and 
render the comimmication from the 
convent to the village lefs troublefome, 
a few years" ago a fubterraneous and 
vaulted gallery of hewn íione was con-
ftruóled, which runs under the whole 
length of the oblong fpace called Lonja. 
Thofe who go to the palace may, íhel-
tered by this impenetrable roof, worthy 
of royal magnificence, in all weathers, 
bravc the fury of the elements, and 
dlfrcgard the winds which roar above 
-their heads. The idea is faid to have 
becn givenby M . de MaíTones, who died 
íbon after the gallery was Unillied, and 
whom we have íeen ambaíTador in. 
France, 
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France, prior to the marquis of Gri-
maldi. 
The fituation of the Efcurial renders 
the walks in the environs painful; yon 
may wander with pleafure, however, in 
a valley between the front to the fouth 
and a mountain, which oppofes to i t 
its high and woody top. The inequa-
lity of the ground produces every mo-
ment new points of view, and favours 
the rapid fall of feverál rivulets which 
meander through the copie. 
A foft melancholy invades us, while we 
liílen to the diftant murmurs of thefe rilis 
which are heightened by the ruílling of 
the trees, more frequently agitated by the 
north wind than carefíedby zephyrs ; to 
thefe are added the hollow lowings of the 
deer, which, during the feafons of theír 
amours, rcftlefsly wander under their 
íhades. This valley is coiitinued by a 
gentle defcent from the Cazin of the In -
fant Don Gabriel to that of the plince 
pf Afturias. Thefe are two little honfes, 
Q 3 each 
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each a quarter of a league from the 
Efcurial, which are the rendezvous of the 
two princes for their innoccnt parties of 
pleafure. They are decorated withiu 
wi th more elegance than is expeled from 
their modeft exterior. That efpecially of 
the prince of Afturias contains within a 
very fmali fpace, the richeft and molí 
highly finiíhed fculpture, gilding, join-
ery, and lockfmith's work; the prince 
has alfo colleóted a great number of 
paintings, fome of which with .refpeól 
to their fize and fubjea, might be bet-
ter placed than in this pleañng habita-
tion, where an amiable luxury fhould ex-
clnfively reign, but which is terrified at 
the view of the great paintings in which 
JLuca Giordano has difplayed bis fertile 
imagination, and efpecially at that of 
the heads of the apoíllcs, the melan-
cholyproduaions of Spagnoletto, whofe 
grave pencil feems tb have been deñined 
to penitentiary fubjeóls. We are even 
]efs at our eafe in the prefence of feveral 
holy virgins by Murillo, notwithítand-
ipg the ingenuous fweetnefsof their fea-
íuresj 
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tures, and the foft and delightful co-
louring which charaélerifes theproduc-
tions of this amiable artift. But, un-
doubtedly, thefe great picures are only 
placed the re until the prince fhall have 
difpofed of them in a manner more 
agreeable to the dignity of their fubje&s. 
After they are taken away, there wi l l 
remain a number fufficient to complete 
the embelliíhment of this palace in mi-
niatura There are five landfcapes, and 
other paintings, more analogous to its 
deftination. Some copies of the maftcrly 
paintings at Madrid are alfo found he re, 
as well as two fea pieces by Vernet, of 
which the king a few years ago made a 
prefent to his highnefs. We have ob-
ferved in another place that this prince, 
a lo ver and patrón of the arts, con-
ceived on that occafion the projea of 
having a cabinet painted entirely by the 
hand of Vernet, and this cabinet is one 
of thofe of the lodge of which we fpeak. 
Eaeh of the pannels is a complete paintr 
ing, one reprefents the fea violently 
agitated ; another a calm, and [a fine 
O 4 naooiv-
200 THE P RE S E NT S T A T E 
moon-light; a third a fire in the night 
Other paintings of leíTer dimenñons fill 
the narrow fpaces between the door 
and the window. The inimitable talent 
of Vernet is confpicuous in them all, 
and i f pofterity íhould be ignprant of 
their date, they wi l l be thought to be 
of his beíl produaions, although he 
received his orders for them no longer 
than four pr five years ago. I t is how-
ever to be regretted that the three prin-
cipal pieces are placed too low, as well as 
too near, to be in the proper point of 
view, without going out of the cabinet 
which contains them. 
The little lodge of the infant Don Ga-
briel is lefs than that of the prince his 
brother, and not fo much ornamented ; 
but the fame obfervations maybe made 
concerning i t . There are three or four 
of the beíl piece? of Spagnoletto, efpe-
cially a St. Peter, remarkable for accu-
racy and expreffion, though i t might be 
more admired in another place. But 
who ilrall daré to baniíh fiom the col-
leélion 
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le61 ion two heads, one by Corregió, the 
other by Muriilo, both raviíhing by their 
grace and foftnefs ? The infant Don Ga-
briel, in whom is united the knowledge 
of a connoifíeur and the zeal of an ama-
teur, who, not fatisfied with encouraging 
the arts alfo cultivates them himfelf, has 
hung with drawings by the greateíl maf-
ters one of the cabinets of his lodge. 
We wi l l now take leave of the rocks 
and mountains of the Efcurial, and con-
duél the reader to Madrid by one of the 
fineíl roads, but acrofs one of the moít 
barren countries in Europe. There is, 
however, as we defeend from the h i l i 
on which the monaftery ftands, a fmall 
foreíl which prelents agreeable prof* 
peéis. I t is pleafing enough to fee nu-
merons herds of ftags, paying but iittle 
attention to the noife of carriages which 
pafs, and feeding among horfes and 
oxen. Travellers might almoíl fuppoíb 
that thefe animáis were fenfible of the ir 
feeurity, and that they laid to them : 
We are very timid, but fear yon no t ; an 
ai might y 
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almighty power watches over our pre-
fervation. They are equally amuílng, 
when upon a falfe alarm they ñle off, 
bounding on their elaílic feet before the 
pafTenger whom they challenge to a race. 
Some ponds, with their uncultivated 
banks, are feen through the trees and 
infpire agreeable revenes. Farther on a 
folitary little houfe ofFers an afylum to 
loft wanderers. This is the farm-houfe 
of the monks of the Efeuría 1, who fome-
times,pafs the re the hot-days of fummer. 
I t has a ñmplicity proper to their fitua-
tion, and nothing within i t betrays the 
opulence they enjoy : for the monaftery 
is one of the richeíl in Spain. Accord-
ing to a calculation, the exaélnefs of 
which cannot be fufpeéled, their annuai 
revenues amoant to upwards of fe ven 
hundred thoufandlivres (above 29,000!.) 
After liaving quitted this foreíl we 
tncet wi th no more trees until we ap-
proach the Manzanares. This very fmall 
river runs at fome diílance under the 
heights upon which Madrid is ñtuated. 
U 
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í t is aimoft íhallow enough for carriages 
to ford over. I t has, however, two 
great bridges, that of Segovia and the 
bridge of Toledo, The latter, built by 
Philip II,who was fond of oftentation, is fo 
diíproportioned to thebreadth oftheMan-
zanares, that i t was pleafantly faid, thatfine 
hridge only wanted arher.ln paffing through 
Spain feveral others are met with upon 
which the fame obfervation might be 
made ; but the reafon is thus explained 
by M . Silhouette, who, before he be-
carne miniíler, liad travelled in Spain» 
and having, as well as many others» 
been furprifed at the apparent difpro-
portion between the bridge and the river 
carneftly fought to difcover the caufc. 
Spain is interfeéled in aimoft every di-
reétion by long chains of mourltains, 
whofe íummits, notwithílanding the 
heat of the climate, are frequently co-
vered wi th fnow. The rivulets, aná 
iittle rivers which defcend from their fides, 
have ufually but a fmall ftream of wa-
ter, becaufe droughts are frequent in 
the provinces through which they run ; 
but 
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but when abundant rains, or the melt» 
ing of the fnow increafe their l i t t le 
ílreams, the beds of the rivers are the 
more extended on account of their not 
beíng deep, and of their carrying with 
them a great quantity of fand; and ac-
cording to thefe circumítances, although 
not common, the dimenñoiis of the 
bridges were calculated. They are folidly 
conítruéted on account "of the fudden r i -
fings of the rivers, and their apparently 
difproportionate length is to obviate the 
inconvenience which rpight arife froin 
an overíiowing. 
Whole ages and nations muft not be 
acculed of ignorance and ftupidity, be-
caufe we cannot at firft difcover the 
reafon for certain cuíloms and praélices. 
How many things ridiculous at firft fight 
appear highly reafonable after a pro^ 
per examination f 
Madrid has a good appearance when 
approached from the ñde of ,the Efcu-
rial. After having paííed the Manza-
nares, 
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| nares, we proceed along a part of the 
'ia/Xy cur v e / ' 
R E F E R E N CE S 
To the Fiincipal Streets, 
S<p C U J Í E S and E1>TFIC¡JSS. 
zJ-*afajSto de¿I)u^ue^ deJ3e/-n'i&k. 
4-. QuMrt&l déy lo.r G-uardiaj- de* ¿hrpx. 
ájP¿a^ c^^ a^ de¿J>ii^ ue-¿^ £ÜTMy£erH'¿c/c. 
dJ^ M-zcidedo-f Gutzrdiaj- de- Corps. 
7.JP¿¿í<u*'d<y Sfí//.¿eu't dé nuev/z. 
\8j>¿aza'd& ¿os ¿hmenda¿¿oref de>San¿i(^ ro. 
\pjyi¿i¿ui'de ¿os afligidos. 
/0~P¿azay¿¿& ¿¿w Gzp uchinaiS. 
d.Tlazol d<? Jx>s uMostenses. 
/2.7'¿aza (¿e J.et/ajfulos. 
/ J . ¿a/¿e^tvc e^ )de^ £egan¿£os. 
i4j3Uef¿d' d&JFh&zcarrals. 
/. '. Cz¿¿es San Be/'nard¿>, 
íGJPiceria de- ¿os .Pontos, 
tj. /'/¿¿,- de /uj.encar'ra¿. 
/Sffia/za, de^  S Y¿de/br¿so. 
fpjP¿a¿ca do armar del Quaftelde, 
Guardias de'Jh/2in¿¡eria' £'s/jasio¿a, 
20j*¿aza- de Jan¿a, Baróarev. 
2/.jñt¿rto dx SanJa JJaróara 
ZZ.Íbnvento v Sitio de la.s Mon/as 
do Sasi J^ rafzctsco d& Sades 
23.Ca¿lo d& ¿Jrta/exa. 
24jP¿az¿¿ do ¿au Salesas. 
2 3.P¿aza del Dufue^ de S'r/MS. 
2 6.Fuer¿Oy doJieco¿e¿vs. 
^/•^^íftíy-(írardeiis)<s2? ¿osPadres 
de San I7ie¿ipoJ\fer¿ 
28.1fuer¿aj- de¿ (hrtA'en/o dejfteco¿e¿os. 
2&~P¿azM, £¿e Toros. 
^oPuertadoyllcalaJlei?¿j-¿rv. 
3 '•Estantj/uoifr.ando. (Great YcmA) 
3 ZjFeténca.Jieal de ¿a. CAina 
\Royal Muüuíáoíorv of Forcelaia) 
SSJ^ iaza, de- ¿Jíam éeri. 
34.Ca¿¿o doA¿ca/a.. 
3£.I*ueréu. del Sol. 
37 ^sa^mm • 
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36. Ca/lo JWayor . 
37- Pleiteas Tlfayor. 
3S.P¿a/zay ele ¿^ uadedeyara . 
Sg-PleteO/ de San* Do/nl/ze/o. 
4 0 . Calle A/tel/ei de ScmsBernardo, 
4/.Pl¿i¿ui' des Sarv Ufar ¿iris, 
4'¿.Gzlle de-la/no/llera red ele S'em-IjUÍs. 
4 3 . l'al¿e do eíloed/ee 
4 4 . P¿ezzu elo¿7/zlo/v Afarlirv. 
45.Puer¿a e¿o Se^ oviet. 
¿lá.77e/mi¿a, deATd&rtm Jee/om dcPuerSo. 
4jJJlepzz¿elaclelalhs¿<z/iil¿a deSylndres. 
4 (9.Puer/a do Sem T'iben.te. 
4tfPivv'idQximte^Plei^ . ffa¿asll£r¿illa.r. 
JoJtarrio do San Pranclrco. 
á'/.Pleiziudix de dr/nur. 
52Jpi¿ef¿a, ele Uforos. 
33.P¿eiz¿i elo lee Cea/adei'. 
S4-Cer¿llo ^ / j ^ W / r í s f l i l l o f t h e S h a m b l e s 
5 STPlezzay Puendo eloJLewaples. 
áfJlaza de S?" Pralrel. 
ó7.Puer¿a. de Valencüi. 
¿> ó\Puér¿zt de Embaecaelores. 
Sg./Iospded General. 
llo^Fuertay Pcglrlro deyylCoclia. 
&/.Paseo leu Delicias. 
SZ.Corwenlo d jy^ SenoradoAdocTue 
S3Jioadlo l7tcPa/ace of tíkoJ'rado . 
A. Calinel o/'jVa¿u/a¿JI¿s¿vry. 
and Actzeleeriy o/*Painljsijf. 
Ht.ylduemas. 
C. l^ anaele/'iei, in rtlticlv íhoAcadeny 
o/'lliríoey meéis. 
D. 7¿o£etniíe/l lia/den. 
E. l/mr/iacalo. 
F. Bueny Pelero. 
Cr. E l Prado. 
W-Jiridgc o/'Toleelo. 
I . (rardens o/llie J'eiln.ee asvel 
o/dy planned. 
J-tiux/cuipf 
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nares, we proceed along a part of the 
fine road, planted with trees, which 
leads from the capital to Pardo, a royal 
man ñon where the court refides from 
the 7th of January to the holy week. 
There is nothing remarkable in this 
edifice, The road runs for fome time 
along the banks of the Manzanares, and 
on the oppoñte fide we fee an ancient 
country refidence of the kings of Spain, 
around which the large trees cover, to a 
certain degree, the nakednefs of the ho-
rizon. This is the Cafa del Campo, which 
the laíl kings of the houfe of Auílria 
very much frequented, but which has 
been neglefted by thofe of the family of 
Bourbon. 
The gatc of St. Vincent, by which 
we enter, is new and tolerabiy elegant. 
We aftcrwards painfully afcend to the 
palace, which ftanding alone upon an. 
eminence, without either tenace, paik or 
garden, has rather the appearance of a 
citadel than that of a place of refidence 
for one of the moíl powerful monarchs 
in 
206 THE PRÉSENT STATÉ 
in the world. But this firíl imprcífion 
is cliíTipated as we approach, and wheu 
we have entered the edifice. Its form is 
almoft íquare, a»d there is a fpacious 
court in the middle, around which are 
largo piazzas. The apartments and of-
fices of the principal perfons of the 
court are npon the ground floor, which 
they wholly occnpy. A fine marble 
ílair-cafc, the afcent of which is per-
haps too gentío, leads to the firíl ítory. 
The fides of the ftair-cafe are decorated 
wi th the richeít fculpture and architec-
ture. 
We afterwards pafs on to the king's 
apartments, which are of the moft mag-
nificent dimenfions. The hall, in which 
the throne is placed, and which is called 
fallón de los reynos, may be admired even 
by thofe who have leen the gallery of 
Verfailles. The different drelíes of the 
vaft Spaniíh mónarchy are painted in 
frefco npon the ceiling by a Venetian 
named Tiepolo ; a fpecies of decoration 
which can only have place in the pa-
lace of the fovereigns of Spain. Fine 
vafo^j 
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vafes, little ílatues, and antique bufts 
are diílributed upon all the tables. The 
reít of the ornaments are of Spanifli 
produélion, The glaíTes, perhaps the 
largeíl in Europe, were manufaélured 
at St. Ildefonfo, as well as what is called 
the Bohemian glafs, of the window. The 
tapeílry of which the figures were co-
pied from good paintings, was made 
in a manufaélory near the gates of Ma-
drid ; and the inexhauftible and vari-
agated quarries of the Peninfula fur-
niíhed marble for the tables. 
The apartments adjoining to the gal-
lery are not lefs richly furniíhed. The 
neareft is that in which the king diñes. 
The famous Mengs, who has painted 
the ceiling, the fubjeél of which is the 
afíembly of the gods and goddefíes on 
Olympus, has difplayed fuch rich and 
brilliant colouring, and fuch graceful 
forms, as prove him equal in execution 
to the greateít painters of Italy. Du-
ring the fumraer, the portraits of Phi-
lip I I . Philip I I I , and his queen, Philip IV* 
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and the duke d'Olivarez^ all on hor'fe¿ 
back, painted by Velafquez, and thofe 
of Philip V . and the queen Ifabella Far* 
nefe his fecondwife, by Charles Vanloo^ 
are fubftituted for the tapeftry. I t is not 
necefíary to be a connoifíeur to be ftruck 
with the aíloniíhing íuperiority of the 
firíl o£ thefe. The fine form of the 
horfe of Philip the Fourth, and the 
animation of his whole body, cannot be 
too much admired. 
The next apartment is that wllére 
the king gives audience. The ceiiing, 
which reprefents the apotheofis of Her-
cules, is alfo painted by Mengs. This 
charming painter, whofe women and 
children are models of grace and deli-
cacy, does not equally fucceed in the 
portraits of men. To render them ner-
vous,hefome what exaggerates their form, 
and makes them appear rather heavy. 
His laít painting, on which he was em-
ployed at Rome when í:he fine arts and 
his friends were deprived of him by 
death, is placed in the fame apartment; 
i t 
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i t is an annunciation. The Virgin has 
an admirable expreílion of modeíly and 
fweetnefs; neither Corregió ñor Albano 
ever produced any thing more pleaíing. 
Some of the angels about the celeítial 
throne are equally finiíhed. But i t is 
to be wiíhed the ángel Gabriel had a 
countenance and attitude more fuitable 
to his meííage. The Supreme Being has 
not that fupernatural grandeur which 
Guido or Paul Veronefe would have 
given him. However, there is in this 
apartment a large painting by the fame 
mafter, which could not have been more 
highly finiíhed by either of the two lat-
ter; this is an adoration of the íhep-
herds, in which the men, women 
and children are equally beautiful and 
full of expreílion. His works compofe 
the principal decoration of the king's 
bed-chamber; i t feems as i f the mo« 
narch wiíhed to mark the diftinguiíhed 
proteétion he gave to this great painter, 
by furrounding himfelf by his produc-
tions. They have all undoubtedly fome 
merit, but are eclipfed by a defcent from 
•r.. I . P the 
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the crofs, which, according to connoif-
feurs, is his greateíl produélion, The 
eyc is never tired wi th contemplating 
the deep and tender grief of St. John, 
whofe eyes, wearied wi th weeping, feem 
to íhew the fource of tears to be ex-
hau í l ed ; the fublime attitude of the 
Virgin, who expeéis no comfort for her 
forrows, but from heaven; and the 
fofter, but not more affeéling affliétion 
of the Magdalen, who preferves all her 
charms in the midft of the general grief 
íhe participates. I have frequently heard 
the colour of the dead body criticifed. 
This Chrifl, faid they, feems to be of ñone. 
I was induced to think the lame, until 
one day accompanying fome foreigners 
who adopted the criticifm, I heard one 
of them exclaim with tranfport in com-
mendation of the truth of the colouring; 
furely, faid he, in a low voice, thlspaln-
ier mufl have feen many dead bodies, io have 
been oble to imítate them fo welL The au-
thor of the refleftion was an experienced 
furgeon, who, unti l that moment, had 
not opened his lips upon the fubjeét 
The 
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The crides were filen t, and we recolleéled 
the ancient proverb, ne futor ultra ere-
pdam. 
I íhall not attempt to enumérate all 
the piélures in the palace of Madrid, an 
account of the principal \ ones alone 
wonld fill a volnme ; but I thought the 
works of Mengs, fcarcely known except 
in Spain and at Rome, merited an excep-
tion. I íhall only take notice of a ca-
binet entírely décorated with porceiain, 
a curiofity more fingular than pleafmg, 
which the Cicerone of Madrid willies to 
have admired, but concerning which i t 
is moíl prudent to be filent. We wi i i 
pafs on to other apartments, where ad« 
miration ítands in no need of being ex-
cited. 
The chamber, that from the apart-
ment in which the throne is placed, leads 
to the refidence of the prince and prin-
cefs of Aílurias, is too much filled wi th 
the admirable paintings crowded into i t . 
Among the twelve capital piélures of 
P z • Tit ian, 
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Titian, is a Venus blindfolding the eyes 
of Love ; Venus, at her toilette, whofe 
image is half refleéted in the glafs; a 
Sifyphus ; a Prometheus ; a painting of 
Adam and Eve, which has for its com-
panion the copy which Rubens dif-
dained not to make from i t ; and feveral 
heads all pofíeíiing that exa6lnefs of 
cxprefílon and colouring which Titian 
alone knew how to give. Two piélures 
by Paul Veronefe, feveral by BaíTan, and 
a Judith by Tintoret, are feen with 
pleafure in the fame chamber. The 
next apartment contains a few by Luca 
Giordano, among which are a dying Sé-
neca; three or four of the fchool of 
Rubens; andlfaac bleíTing Jacob, whom 
he takes for Eíau, by Spagnoletto. The 
dining room of the prince of Afturias 
is in like manner hung with picures; 
there are feveral by Murillo and Spag-
noletto, a few by Titian, two by Teniers, 
and particularly two admirable pieces 
by Velafquez, one of which reprefents 
the forge of Vulcan, the othera Spaniíh 
p;eneral, 
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general, to whom the kejs of a city are 
given up. 
In the adjoining apartments, among 
a great number of paintings by the 
firft mafters, are an adoration by 
Rubens, and a carrying of the crofs^  by 
Raphael, which alone are worth a col-
leélion. In the firíl Rubens has difplayed 
all the magic of his pencil, his rich-
nefs of drapery, and all the magniñcence 
of compofition. I t is impoffible not to 
be ftruck by the noble air and grandeur 
of one of the kings. His carriage, at-
titude, and retinye feem to announce 
him commifíloned by the univerfe to 
congratúlate its divine author npon an 
event of fuch importance to all man-
kind ; he feems to command at once 
refpeft, admiration, and devotion. 
The painting of Raphael infpires fen-
timents more aífeéling, though not lefs 
profound. The Saviour of the world 
ünking beneath the weight of his crofs 
rather than that of his grief, and preferv-
^ 3 ing 
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ing in the midíl of his perfecutors, who 
forcé him along and i l l treat him, a re-
fignation and ferenity which would dif-
arm cruelty itfelf, appears lefs concerned 
for his own fufferings than earneft in 
endeavouring to confole his affl6led mo-
ther, who ftrives to foften his perfe-
cutors, and the fupplicating women who 
are overwhelmed with grief. This fub-
lime conception pcnetrates the coldeít 
hearts wi th the auguíl truths of reli-
gión, and prcaches them in a more elo-
quent manner than that in which they 
have ever been delivered from the 
mouths of facred orators. The impref-
fion which refults from thefe two great 
compofitions, renders the mind almoft 
infenfible to the beauties of other paint-
ings near them, in which Titian, Van-
dyck and Raphael himfelf have dif-
played lefs aífe¿ling ideas. A tribute of 
admiration muít however be paid to two 
mafter-picces of Corregió, one of which 
reprefents our Saviour in the garden of 
olives, and the other the'Virgin dreífing 
the child Jeíus. 
Paint-
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Paintings of a different kind in the 
apartments of the Infanta, daughter to 
the king, receive a different homage. 
In the firíl chamber, one by Giordano, 
in imitation of Rubens, prefents the 
painter himfelf, working at the por-
trait of a princefs; there are alfo feveral 
voluptuous paintings by this mafter of 
the Flemiíli fchool; a combat of gladi-
ators, in which the vigour of Lanfranc's 
pencil is eaüly difcovered; and a capital 
piece by PoníTin, the fubjea of which 
forms a fingular contraíl to the devotional 
paintings of which we have already 
fpoken. This is a dance formed by a 
troop of nymphs about the ílatue of 
the god of gardens ; the variety of their 
altitudes, all exprefíive and graceful, their 
eafy íhape and the beauty of their form, 
all breath the pleafures of youth and 
iove; fome crown with gaiiands the 
ílatue of the lafcivious god, others-—-
Bút we wi l l draw a veil over this part 
of the painting, which the modeíly of 
the painter has purpofely placed in the 
íhade, 
The 
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The adjoining apartments are filled 
with paintings of leíler merit, i f we exccpt 
a grand compoñtion by Paul Veronefe, 
and a pie ce by Lanfranc, the figures of 
which, although a little tinétured with 
grimace, difcover in them the vigorous 
and energetic touch of the painter. The 
dining-room of the Infanta is, highly 
embellilhed by the indefatigable pencil 
of Luca Giordano, whofe fertile imagi-
nation at firíl aftoniíhes, but afterwards 
becomes fatigning. In a cabinet adjoin-
ing to the dining-room are aifo fome 
pieces by Rubens; for this painter, who 
was twice in Spain, ieft íhere, perhaps, 
more prodnctions of his briliiant and 
eafy pencil, than any where elfe. This 
cabinet contains likewife one of the beíl 
portraits Titian ever produced ; that of 
, Charles V, reaching to below the knees. 
An engraving \yas lately made from it by 
a young engraver of Madrid, named Sc-
, lena, who promifes to become an ex-
cellent ar t i í t 
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The apartments^ of the Infanta con* 
tain as great a number of admirable 
paintings as thofe already mentioned; 
fome are by Murillo, and feveral by 
Rubens, which abound in fire and ex-
preíTion. W i t h thefe I íhall conclude 
my líft, leaíl I íhould fatigue my rea-
ders with a barren catalogue which can 
only excite difguít ; it is fufficient to 
remind them, that according to the opi-
nión of thofe who have feen the diíFer* 
ent colleélions of the fovereigns of Eu-
rope, there is no one which is fuperior 
to that in the palace of Madrid, either 
with refpeét to cholee or number. 
I t is true there are but few paintings 
of the French fchool, but the beíl pro-
duétions pf thofe of Italy, Flanders and 
Spain are found in abundance? thofe 
of the latter efpecially, lefsknown than 
the two others, although of equal 
merit, are worthy of all the attention of 
connoifíeurs; they perhaps may not ex-
cel in noblenefs of form, or in grace, 
but whoever has feen the produétions 
of 
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of Spagnoletto, Velafquez and Murillo, 
both at Madrid and in the Efcurial, 
cannot but admit that the Spaniíh fchool 
is not inferior to any other in corred-
nefs of defign, the art of perfpeétive, 
and efpecially in the vivid carnation of 
its colouring. 
The chapel of the palace contains 
nothing remarkable of this kind, but its 
architeclural proportions are exaél and 
beautiful; and what more particularly 
contributes to its decoration, are fix-
teen columns of black marble, which 
extend to the frieze. I t is to be regretted 
that in order to procure this number, 
the eight blocks which were whole, have 
been perpendicularly fawn. However, 
as by their pofition they were not to 
ftand without fupport, they are placed 
againft the wall, in which they feem to 
be half funk. 
The palace of Madrid is entirely new. 
That which Philip V . inhabited, hav-
ing been burned, the monarch wiíhed to 
have 
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have i t rebuilt upon the fame founda-
tion, A n architeél, fromPiedmont, laid 
before h im a moíl magnificent plan, the 
model of which is preferved in a neigh-
bouring building. Philip V . was de-
terred by the expence neceíTary to carry 
the plan into execution, and adopted 
one more fimple. But i t is to be re-
gretted that the palace, in its prefent 
ftate, coft as much as that of the Italian 
architeél would have done, and yet i t 
is not finiíhed. When I left Spain two 
wings were building to i t , which wi l l 
give to the whole a more majeílic form, 
but muíl hide the principal front in 
fuch a manner as to render i t inacceífi-
ble, except from a great fquare, that 
can never be made regular, without an 
enormous expence. A t the end of the 
iquare is a large edifice, not fufficiently 
ften, which contains a curious colleétion 
of ancient and foreign arms, arranged 
with great order and carefully preferved. 
This is called the Armería, or arfenal. 
The moíl remarkable things here are nei-
ther 
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ther cimeters í'et wi th diamonds, rior 
complete fets of armour, not even that 
of St. Ferdinand ; but thofe of ancient 
American warriors. A long enumera-
tion of all thefe curioíities is care-
fully made to the traveller, when he is 
admitted into the arfen al, for which 
he muíl have an order from the grand 
equerry, and i f he be a Frenchman, even 
the fword worn by Francis 1. at the 
battle of Pavia, is not forgotten. Neither 
Philip V. ñor Ferdinand V I . ever refidcd 
in the 11 ew pala ce of Madrid; Charles 1IL 
carne not to it until fome years after his 
arrival in Spain. Thefe three monarchs 
had confined themfelves to that inha-
bited by the Auílrian family, in which 
Philip I I . endeavoured to overturn the 
íyftem of Europc, whence Philip V I . 
calmly faw his vaft empire difmembered, 
where the weak Charles 11. learned that 
the powers of Europe previoufly divided 
ít as a vacant heritage, where the fa-» 
mous princeís des Urílns piayed oíF and 
rcpelled the intrigues to which íhe at 
length became a viétim^ and whence 
Phi* 
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philip V. fentarmies into Italy to conquer 
the Parmefan and the kingdom of Na-
ples, and in which he died.—I mean the 
palace known to foreigners hy the ñame 
of Buen Retiro. 
This palace is, ñtuated upon an emi~ 
nence, at the extremity of the city. 
Never had a royai man ñon lefs the ap-
pearance of a palace. I t is a very irre-
gular building, and exhibits nothing 
majeílic in any one point of view. I t 
contains,however, a long fuite of apart-
ments, which, at a fmall expence, might 
be made habitable. The gardens into 
which they have a view are neglefted. 
The want of water, and the nature of 
the foil render them little fufceptible of 
embellilhment. There are a few fta-
tues worthy of the attention of the cu-
nen s ; that of Charles V. trampling 
upon a monfter, which is fuppofed to be 
the cmblem of herefy; and an equef-
trian ftatue of Philip I V , by an able 
feulptor of Florence. The palace of Re-
tiro contained alio many valuablc pic-
, tures; 
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tures; but the greateft part of them 
have been removed to the new palace. 
Some very valuable pieces however ñill 
remain; a few by Rubens, feveral by 
Giordano, and portraits of princes and 
princefíes of the two laíl families. The 
moft remarkable piece is that called the 
Cafon, not on account of [the rich gild-
ing with which i t is overloaded, but be-
caufe all the pannels of the inner bal-
cony are painted in frefco by the fertile 
pencil of Luca Giordano. The ceiling is 
one of the nobleft paintings of this artift. 
I t reprefents allegorically the inftitution 
of the order of the golden-fieece. 
I íhall mention only two other paint-
ings in this palace. One of Philip V. 
feated by the ñde of bis wife Ifabella of 
Farnefe, and furrounded by all bis fa-
mily of both fexes. The monarch is 
forgotten; nothing appears but the 
good father of a family. I t is extremeíy 
affecting to fee, united in the fame piece, 
fo many princes and princefíes, who have 
had an- influence on the deíliny of Eu-
ropa, 
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rope, and who, laying afiele the fplen-
dour of majefty, feem to be wholly em-
ployed in enjoying the happinefs of fee-
ing themfelves afíembled. Charles Van» 
loo perhaps, erred in difplaying too much 
magnificence in the decoration of the 
hall. The figures he has painted have 
a palenefs from the too brilliant colour 
of the íairniture. 
The other piélure is lefs remarkable from 
the merit of its compofition than from 
the fcene i t prefents. This is a faithful 
reprefentation of the foiemn Auto da Jé, 
which was celebrated in 1680, in the 
Plaza Mayor of Madrid . in prefence of 
the whole court of Charles I I . I t is 
equal to an exa6t defcription of this 
feítival, the laít of the kind which has 
been celebrated in Spain. The balconies 
appear full of ípeélators, excited equally 
by devotion and curiofity. The fatal 
tribunal is raifed in the middle of the 
fquare. The j udges there wait for their 
viótims, who palé and disfigured, covered 
^ i t h melancholy emblema of the tor-
ments 
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ments prepared fór them, go to hear their 
fentence. Some receive the laft exhor-
tation of the monks, others tremble, 
ílagger and faint upon the ítcps of the 
tribunal, and all íhew greater marks of 
terror than of repentance. How many 
refleclions rnuít naturally ruíh oñ the 
mind of the fpeélator ; I pafs them over 
in filence, hecaufe I have forbidden my-
felf all declamation. But let us now 
tura oür attention from thefe affiióling 
objeéls, and dire¿l i t to the temple of 
Thalia. 
The thcatre of Buen-Retiro is ílill in 
good preíervation : the houfe is fmall 
but well contrived. The ílage, which 
is fpacious, opens at the bottom into the 
gardens of the palace, with which it is on 
a level, this was frequently favourable to 
theatrical magic, in extending the per-
fpeélive and permitting the difplay of 
bodies of troops and fometimes a train of 
cavalry. A l l thefe illuñons are vaniíhed ; 
the theatre is deferted, and its decora-
tions are covered wi th duít. In the reign 
of 
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of Ferdinand V I , it refonnded with the 
moft harmonious voices; i t is novv con-
demned to filencc, which for twenty 
years has been but once interrupted. 
This was at the marriage of the princefs 
of Afturias. Thus do courts change 
their appearance according to the tafte of 
the fovereign. That of Ferdinand V i , 
brilliant and oílentatious, 'naturalized in 
Spainthe fairy fcenes of the Italian thea-
tre under the direaion of Farinelli the 
mufician, who owed to his talents a 
diítinguifhed favour, at which no per-
fon murmured, becaufe no perfon fuf-
fered by i t , and becaufe that he modeftly 
enjoyed without abufing his good for-
tune: Under Charles I I I . Euterpe and 
Terpñchore have loít their influence : 
the monarch, more ñmple in his rnan-
ners, more nniform in his tafte, and in-
fcnfible to profane pleafures, has baniíli-
ed them from his refidence, and confínes 
^imfelf to the proteaion of the ñlent 
art:s> the fciences and virtue. His fa-
Voilr» ftiH better placed than that of his 
VOL. 1. Q prf„ 
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predecefíbr, can neither irrítate the en-
vious ñor give oíFence to the weak. 
The gardens of Buen-Retiro are at 
prefent a public walk. The monarch 
has eílabliíhed there a China manufac-
toiy, which hitherto ítrangers have not 
been permitted to examine. I t is un-
doubtedly intended that experiments 
ihould be fecretly made, and the manu-
facture brought to fome perfeclion be-
fore i t is expofed to the eyes of the cu-
rious. Its produclions are to be feen no 
where except in the palace of the fove-
reign,or in fome Italian courts, to which 
they have been fent as prefents. Certain 
kinds of inlaid work not yet much known 
i n Europe are wrought in the lame edifice. 
l entered one day, under the proteélion 
of a foreigner of diílinólion, in whofe fa-
vour the king had for a moment fuf-
pended the rigorous prohibition which 
exeludes every one. I obferved with 
what patience and addrefs fe ve ral fmall 
pieces of coloured marblc were cut and 
S joined 
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joined, to form pleafing and not a little 
complicated figures. This art, whilíl i t 
produces nearly the fame e í íéa as paint-
ing, has the advantage of having, by its 
everlafting colours, overeóme the ravages 
of time, which fpare not the fineít produc-
tions of the pehcil. The gardens of the 
Retiro are in other refpeéls little orna-
mented, and almoíl abandoned. In reeom-
pence, however, Charles I I I , has richly 
embelliíhed the environs, 
This ancient palace commands a pub-
lie walk, which has long been famous in 
Spanilli comedy and romance : at firft, 
indeed, thefe alone were what gave i t 
celebrity. There was nothing remark-
able in the place itfelf: its reputation 
rofe from what paíTed in i t . Meafurés 
Were there concerted to deceive the vigi-
lance of a mother or the jealoufy of a 
huíband. The courtiers, efeaped from 
the prefence of the monarch perhaps, 
carne thither to watch a rival, prepare a 
P^ot, or difeoncert an intrigue. The 
proximity of the palace, the obfeurity 
Qjx and 
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ánd ineqnality of the ground were allfa-v 
vourable to thefe purpofes: the Prado 
was a rendezvous equally convenient to 
ambition and malignity, but more par-
ticularly fo to love : thofewho appeared 
there had generally íbme fmiíler defign 
or encountered fome hazard: but Charles 
I I I . by levelling i t , planting it withtrees, 
admitting more light hito the alleys, 
ornamenting it wi th ftatnes and vafes, 
and providing water to allay the duft, 
made it a moft elegant walk which may 
be frequented in all feafons with fafety and 
pleafure. I t forms a part of the interior 
inclofure of the city, and is in length 
aboutthefpace of half a league. Several of 
the principal ftreetstermínate here. That 
of Alcalá, the widcíl in Europe, crofíes 
i t , runs by the ñde of the gardens of the 
Retiro, and terminates at the gate of the 
fame ñame, which is one of the fineíl 
pieces of architeéture in the capital, and 
built in the prefent reign, in 1778. The 
inhabitants from all quarters refort hither 
onfoot or in carriages to meet and breathe 
beneath the íhade of the long alleys, an 
v : ' • ' : ' ' 1 *• air 
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air frefhened by waters fpoutcd from the 
fonntains, and embalmed by exhalations 
from the fragrant flowers. The con-
courfe of people is frequently prodigious. 
I have íbmetimes feen four or five hun-
dred carriages filing oíF in the great-
eíl order, amid an innumerable crowd 
of fpeélators ; a fpeclacie which at 
once is a proof of great opulence and 
population. But a better tafte in the 
carriages might be wiíhed for, and a 
grcater diverfity for the eye. Inftead of 
that motley appearance of dreffes, which 
in other public places of Europe aíford 
a variety without which there would be 
no pleafure, there is nothing feen in the 
Prado but women uniformly dreíTed, co-
vered with great black or white veils, 
which conceal a part of their features; 
and men enveloped in their great mantles, 
moftly of a dark colour; fo that the 
Prado, wi th all its beauty, feems to be 
the theatre of Caílilian gravity. 
The botanical garden adds not a little 
to the cnibeililhment of the Prado ; i t 
Q^3 was 
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was formerly opon the road which leads 
from Madrid to the caílle of Prado ; but 
Charles I I I . a few years ago removed i t 
to the ñde of the Prado with a low in-
clofure, by which it is ornamented with-
out being hidden. This monarch is en-
deavouring to make i t one of the moft 
precious colle&ions of the kind, by lay-
ing under contribution all the vegetable 
kingdom of his dominions, fome part of 
which i t has been long faid, is perpe-
tually warmed by the rays of the fun, 
and which in fuch diíFerent foils and 
climates muíl alone produce every kind 
of tree, ílirub, and plant which grows 
on the bofom of the earth. 
While viewing the Prado I have fre-
quently givcn to this idea the greateíl 
poíTible latitude ; I have even extended it 
to the animal kingdom ; I have allotted 
in imagination all the fpace which the b o 
tanical garden leaves vacant by the fide 
of the walk to a deítination certainly ex« 
traordinary in Europe, and which the 
líionarch of Spain only could be capable 
of 
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of carrying into effeél. I divided i t into 
as many parts as this fovereign has prin-
cipal colonies under his dominión ; in 
thefe I fettied, in fuppoñtion, a family of 
Peruvians, another of Mexicans, another 
from Calefornia, another from Louifiana, 
another from Paraguay, from Buenos 
Ayres, the coaíl of Caracas, from Porto 
Rico, from Cuba, from the Cañarles and 
the Philippines. AU to preferve their 
peculiar drefs and manner of living, to 
ereét a ñmple habitation upon the mo-
del of that they liad quitted ; to cultí-
vate the plants brought from their own 
country ; fo that furrounded, by thefe 
pleafing illufions they might ftill fuppofe 
themfelves in their native foil, Here the 
Mexican would be feen beneath the íhade 
of his fig-tree, íliaking i t and gathering 
the precious fpoils which colour our 
European garments; there the inhabi-
tant of Guatimala would cultívate] his 
Índigo ; and he of Paraguay the herb 
which conftitutes his principal riches; 
the native of Soconufco would attempt 
to naturalize his valuable cocoa-tree in 
Q 4- a fo-
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a foreign foil ; the Perú vían, accom-
panied by the docile animal, which par-
takes of his labours, feeds and clothes 
h i m ; would in concert with the Luconian 
endeavour to introduce the fame cultiva-
tion they had been accuftomed to at home. 
Thus the exulting inhabitant of the 
metrópolis, without going from the ca-
pital, mightpaís in review, as i f delineated 
on a map, all the colonies to which his 
fovereign gives laws. The tranfported 
colonift would become accuftomed to an 
exile, which every thing would concur 
to render agreeable ; and his fellow ci-
tizens, feparated from him by immenfe 
feas, informed by him of the benevo-
lence and magnificence of their common 
monarch, would ib rm a higher idea of 
his power, pride themfeivés upon being 
his fubjecls, and become more attached 
to his government. Who knows but 
thefe firft eííays would make them form 
a more favourabie opinión in general of 
the mother country ? That in accuílom-
ing themfeivés to fee in the Spaniards 
of the oíd worki, their countrymen, in-
ftead 
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ílead of their oppreíTors, they would 
not ftrive to approach them nearer ? 
and that Spain formerly depopulated by 
hercolonies would be repeopled by them, 
or at leaft in this community, ac-
quire new fecurities for their love and 
fidelity. 
Such a projeél may be coníidered as 
romantic, yet the king of Spain has en-
tered upon one of the fame kind which 
proves his zeal for the advancement of 
the arts and fciences. In the ftreet of 
the Alcalá is a large building in which 
the king has eílabliíhed a cabinet of na-
tural hiftory, which was firíl committed 
to the direclion of Don Pedro Davila, 
who died fmce I left Spain ; he was fuc-
ceeded by Don Eugenio Izquierdo whom 
we have feen at París. The inítitution 
over which he preñdes, cannot but prof-
pcr under his aufpices; his indefatigable 
zeal and knowledge infure fuccefs. The 
cabinet already contains one of the 
completeít colleclions in Europe in me-
táis. 
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tais, minerals, marble, precious íloness 
coráis, madrepores, and marine plants, 
The clafíes of ñíhes, of birds, and cfpe-
cially of quadrupeds, are yet very incom-
píe te ; but the meafures taken by go-
vernment wi l l in a little time make them 
equal to the others. The viceroys, go-
vernors, intendants, and other officers o£ 
the Spaniíh colonies received orders íbme 
years ago to enrich the cabinet with all 
the produ6Uons which fliould oíFer to 
their refearches in the three kingdoms; 
and the intelligence and aólivity of the 
tniniíter who preüdes over the depart-
ment of the Indies, gives the moíl flat-
tering hopes to the lovers of thefe 
fciences that the orders wi l l be faith-. 
fully executed. The miniíler laft year 
received an ampie contribution frora 
Perú : this was half the rich colleclion 
made during an eight years rcñdence in 
that country by Mr. Dombcy, an able 
naturaliíl, whpin the court of Franco, 
with the confept of that of Spain had 
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fent thither, and whom the patrons of 
the fciences received upon his return 
with all that refpea which talents, ac-
companied by modefty, muft infpire. 
He left at Perú feveral Spanifli natu-
ralifts, who were foon to follow h im, 
and whofe learned refearches wi l l greatly 
contribute to enrich the cabinet of nsr* 
tural hiftory at Madrid. 
The fame edifice that contains this 
cabinet, and which wi th the cuftom-
houfe, built alio by Charles I I I . confti-
tutes the principal ornament of the ftreet 
of the Alcalá, is the place of meeting for 
the academy of the fine arts; a circum-
ílance which produced the infcription on 
the building, a motto equally happy 
and juft. 
Carolus I I I . naturam et artem Jub uno teño 
conjociavlt, 
The honour of inftituting this aca-
demy is, however, due to Philip V ; but 
it has received great encouragement from 
his 
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his two fucceíTors. The miniíler of fo, 
reign aíFairs is preñdent, and every three 
years diílributes premiums to thé young 
ftudents who have próduced the beft 
pieces in ículpture or painting, and the 
beft plans and defigns in architeclure. 
But though there are fe ve ral members 
Who have diftinguiíhed themfeivcs in 
thefe three arts, i t muft be confefíed 
that their works of real excellence are 
yet but very few in number. 
I was twice prefent at the diftributlon 
of premiums and cannot but confcfs 
that thcy ought rather to be looked 
upon as encouragements than merited 
rewards. The Spaniards are too juíl to 
expecb unlimited encomiums; their 
pride would indignantly refufe the de-
grading homages of adulation. They, 
however, maintain at Rome young ftu-
dents, who give the moíl flattering 
hopes ; and from what was feen of the 
produétions of Don Francifco Aguftin 
and Don Ramos at the laft exhibition, 
•there is no cjoubt but thefe artifts may 
siii • fopu 
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foon be claíTed with the beíl painters 
of France and Italy. 
I t is not only by forming artifts that 
the academy contributes to the pro-
grefs of the arts in Spain, i t is alfo the 
fupreme tribunal to whofe deciñon the 
plans of all the facred and profane edi-
fices ereéled in the kingdom are to be? 
fubmitted; an inílitution which in the 
end muít eílabliíh fine taíle upon the 
ruins of that barbarity which is but too 
viñble in moíl of the edificas of former 
times, and of which traces ítill remain 
in fome of the gates, in the ancient 
fountains, and in moíl of the churches 
in the capital ; deformed eíForts of art, 
then in its infancy, which took more 
pains to bring forth monílrous proeluc-. 
tions than would be neceíTary at prefent 
to produce works of tranfeendant merit. 
Modern edifices already pro ve the revo-
hition that has taken place under the 
houfe of Bourbon. Befides the new 
palace of Madrid, we may inftance; i a 
the gates of the Alcalá and St. Vicente, 
the 
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the cuílorn-houfe, and the poíl-office : 
cxcept thefe, there are but few build-
ings which merit attention from the 
traveUer. 
Madrid is in general well laid out: 
the ftreets, although not in a direét 
line, are for the moíl part wide, and 
tolerably ílraight. The infrequency of 
rain, and the vigilance of the modern 
pólice, for which i t is indebted to the 
cbunt d'Aranda, make it one of the 
cleaneíl cities in Europe. But except 
the Prado and its avennes, the city has 
no elegant quarters to boaft. The fa-
mous Pl¿faa Mayor, which the Spaniards 
take fo much pleafure to extol, has no-
thing in i t which juílifies their enthu-
fiafm; i t is quadrangular, but at the 
fame time irregular, furronnded by build-
ings of five and fix ftories, fufficiently 
uniform, but without decoration, under 
which are long arcadcs. I t is illumi-
nated on public occafions, and then it 
réally has an agreeable appearance. The 
mto dafés were formerly celebrated in this 
fquare, 
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fquare, wi th all their terrible apparatus. 
ít is ílill the theatre of bull-fights 
which are given at the royal feaíls. 
The hotel de ville, or town-houfe, is ia 
this fquare, in which feveral academies 
hold their aíTemblies. This cóncur* 
rence of circumíknces has made i t the 
moft remarkable public place in the 
capital, and has given i t a reputation* 
which, at the time it was firíl built, 
was perhaps deferved, but which muí l 
have vaniíhed fince architeéhire has 
improved in Europe, and produced 
forty fquares preferable - to the Plaza 
Mayor. The Spaniards, however, íhould 
refpeél this reputation, and at leaft not 
diíhonour their fquare by the hideous 
icene of executions, ñor keep in i t their 
principal market, and thus reduce their 
place Vendóme * to the level of that of 
the Grm?t> and flace Mauhert +. In 
* An elegant fquare in París, 
t The place of execution in París. 
X A mean fquare in the fauxbourgh St. Marceí, 
which is the St. Gilcs's of Paris, 
other 
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otlier refpe¿ls, this with the adjacent 
ftreets, is the quarter which gives the 
moft favourable idea of the population 
of Madrid ; and i f we judge of it by 
this fpecimen, we íhail not find the 
calculation which makes i t amount to 
one hnndred and fixty thoufand inha-
bitants exaggerated *, 
The facred edifices have nothiñg re-
marcable in their architeclure; thofe 
of St. Pafqual, St. Ifabclla, and the 
Carmelites contain highly valuable col-
le<5lions of piólures which may be feen 
wi th admiration even after the paint-
ings of the Efcurial, and the ncw pa-
lace! 
* Doftor Moneada, who wrote at the beginning 
of the feventeenth century, complalned of the de-
population of this city, which, according to him, 
contained no more than four hundred thoufand 
ihhabitants. What would he fay at prefent? Ufta-
TÍZ, whofe work was written at the beginning'of 
the prefent century, and which is quoícd by the 
Spaniards for the exaftnefs of its calciilations, af-
%ns to Madrid only a hundred and cighty thoufand 
ínhabitants. 
The 
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The church of St. Ifidro, which here-
tofore beloriged to the Jefuits, has a 
portal which has efcaped the contagión of 
the age in which itwas built» Thereis 
another church much more módern, 
which on account of its mafs has a vene» 
rabie appearance, but which true tafte 
may juítly difavow: i t is that of St. 
Salejas, or the vifitation, founded by Fer-
dinand V I . and the qneen Barbara his 
wife. The aíhes of this royal pair re-
pofe here, under a pompous mauíbleums 
the infeription of which appeared to me 
á model of the lapidary ftyle ; the Spa-
ñiards themfelves have expreffed their 
diíapprobation of the whole edifice by 
thefe words: Bárbara reyna, barbar® 
gajio ; barbara obra % a play upon words 
that cari have no meaning but in the 
Spaniíh language, in which the expref-
íion barbará is equally applied to the 
ñame óf the foundrefs, to the bad tafte 
of the edifice, and to the enormous fum 
coft in building, I t has, howcver? 
one laudable objeft which Ihould intitie 
it to more indulgence. A certain number 
R of 
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of young ladies are there educated, at 
the king's expence. 
The convent of St. Francis has al-
ready been fome years building, and there 
are hopes that i t w i l l becorñe one of 
the fineíl produélions of architeélure 
in the capital. What already appears 
of i t feems to promife a folid rather than 
an clegant edifice. The church, in the 
form of a rotunda, was finiíhed when 
I left Spain: i t was already decorated 
wi th many large piélures, feveral of 
which could not but encreafe the re-
pntation of the Spaniíh fchool. The pre-
ient principal fupporters of that fchool 
are M . Maelia and M . Bayeux, whofe 
colouring and tañe in drawing [referible 
the ftile of Mengs, and in fome 
inanner recompence the Spaniards for 
the lofs of that great painter. Don 
Franciíco de Goye merits alfo by his 
talents an honorable mention; he 
pourtrays in a pleafing ítile, the man-
neis, cuítoms, and games of his coun-
try. 
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try. There are alio feveral excellent 
cngravere, 
Don Salvador Carmoiia, married to 
the danghter of Mengs, who has in part 
inherited the fine pendí of her. father, 
is defervedly to be placed at their head. 
Mr. Carmona is advantageoníly known 
in Franee by feveral prizes gained in the 
academy of painting. Were we tojudge 
his works critically, i t might be ob-
ferved, that his talents too little, or at 
leaíl too late, encouraged have not pro-
duced what they at íirít promifed. Se* 
vera! óther engravers, Meffieurs FeriOj 
Muntaner, Fabregat, Balleíler^ and cf-
pecially M . Selma, have by happy ef-
forts pro ved that their art ftill makes 
fome progrefs in Spain. 
The academy of the Spaniíh language, 
wliich in the year 1780 gave añ elegant 
edition of Don Quixote, enriched i t 
witn the embelliíhments of the graver. 
But the engravings, for the moít part 
not above mcdiocrity, do not anfWer to 
R 3 " the 
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the merit of the edition, equally admi-
rable for the quaíity of the ink, the 
beauty of the paper, the clearnefs of 
the charaóter, and to be compared with 
the fineít produólions of the kind in 
any other nation. This is not the fíríl 
proof the Spaniards have given of their 
ability in the art of printlng. Every 
connoiílcur is acquainted wi th , and pre-
fers to the editions of Baíkerville and 
Barbón, the Salluft, which the Infant 
Don Gabriel has tranflated into his own 
language, and fome other works from 
the preífes of Ibarra at Madrid, and from 
thofeof Benedi6l Montfort at Valencia, 
which are maíler-pieces of the typo-
graphical art, and wi l l one day be 
íbught after by poílerity, as we now 
fearch for thofe of the Elzevirs. 
I f the pleafing arts be cultivated at 
Madrid, the moft ufeful of alí, that of 
beneficence, is not neglefted. Chai i-* 
table foundations worthy to be modcls 
to every nation, are found in that city. 
There are three hofpitais, which in the 
con r fe 
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courfe of the year 1785, received 19437 
fick perfons. The principal hofpital 
near to, but on the outñde of the gate 
Alcalá, has been lately rebuilt. I t is a 
large edifice, which by no means dif-
graces the walk leading from this gate 
to the canal of Aranjuez, and which 
the Spaniards have eítimated rather too 
highly in honouring i t wi th the ñame 
of Delicias, 
Befides thefe three hofpitals there are 
three confraternities, the revenues of 
which are appropriated to thefuccour of 
the wretched, and an inftitution fimiiar 
to the Maní de Pieté m París, the prin-
cipal objea of which is to advance 
money to the neceííitous. There are alfo 
other academies befides that of the fine 
arts. We can fay but little of thofe of 
law and phyfic ; but cvery one has heard 
of that of the Spaniíh language, found-
ed by Philip V , and which our French 
academy has confidered, ever fmce its 
eílabliíhment, as its fiíler. The didionary 
ít has given to the public, is, according 
' . R a -. „ 1 to 
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to the ableíl grammarians, the com*. 
píeateft that eyer appeared in any lan^ 
guage. The prefent academicians, more 
learned than their predecefíbrs, and not 
lefá laborious, are preparing a new edi-
tion of i t , which by the augmentations 
to be made, wi l l give an idea of the 
richnefs of their language, and of the 
great extent of their refearches. The 
Abbé de Guevra, one of the moft 
learned and zealous, has already pub-
liíhed an extraél in folio, which has 
abated the public impatience, and may 
ierve for daily ufe. 
The Spaniíh academy is compofed but 
of twenty-four ordinary members ; but 
the number of fupernumeraries is not 
limited; the prefidcnt is a grandee of 
Spain. The prefent prefident is the 
marquis de Santa Cruz, whofe learn-
ing is no lefs an honour to the fociety 
than his rank. I t contains feveral poets, 
painters, and men i of letters, for whom 
the cbair has not that foporific virtue 
attributed to i t elfewhere ; and I know 
not 
O F S P A I N . 247 
not one member who has been admitted 
frorn the vain motive of conferring a 11 
honour in a manner foreign to the end 
of its inítitution. 
The academy of hiílory has for its 
direétor the count de Campomanes, who, 
by the rank he holds in the magiílracy, 
as well as by his great erudition and 
virtues, is one of the moft diílinguiíhed 
noblemen of modern Spain. I t is mnch 
to be regretted that the funélions of his 
eminent ítation leave h im but little lei-
fare to dedícate to the different acade-
mies of which he is a member. That of 
hiílory has happily feveral others, who, 
animated by the íame zcal, may at-
tach themfelves to i t with lefs re-
ferve. I t has, within thefe few years, 
publiíhed editions of feveral anthors, 
which are a proof of this. Among 
others, thofe of Mariana and Sepulveda. 
I t is preparing one of Solis, of which 
one volume has already appeared. I t 
has undertaken, and ex e cu te d in part, 
a taík equally intereíling and arduous, 
R 4 that 
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that of publiíhing all the ancient chro-
nicles relative to the hiítory of Caílile. 
Several of thefe works had neyer been 
printed ; all are enriched wi th notes and 
commentaries, which at pnce prove the 
found criticifm and the erudition of 
their authors, the Abbé de Gnevara, 
Don Francifco de Cerda, Don Miquel 
Florez, and Don Eugenio de Laguno, 
who, in the midíl of the occupations 
of his place of firíl clerk in the 
office of foreign aífairs, ílill finds fome 
moments to dedícate to literature. The 
academy contains one of the moft valu-
able colleélions of which a literary fo-
ciety can boaft, This is all the diplomas, 
charters, and other documents given 
íince the earlieíl period of the monar-
chy, to all the cities, boroughs, com-
munities,churches, chapéis,&c. in Spain, 
the whole colleéled with the greateíl 
| care, arranged in chronological order, 
and confequently adapted to /urni íh every 
branch of the Spaniíh hiftory with the 
moft abundant fource of authentic ma~ 
terials. The colleélion greatly facilí-
tate s 
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tates and encourages the learned re-
fearches of the academicians. I t is in 
this immenfe repertory that they colleét 
the elements of a work which for fe-
deral years they have been preparing, I 
mean a geographical diélionary of Spain, 
which, by its correélnefs wi l l be a wor-
thy companion to the new diaionary 
of the ianguage. One of the moít 
learned among them, Don Juan Triarte, 
whodied in 1776, leaying behind h m 
three nephews of diftinguiíhed abilities, 
publiíhed a firíl volume of the Greek 
manuferipts, in the library of Madrid; 
a continnation is expe&ed from the l i -
brarían s who are appointed to compleat 
the work. To a member of the fame 
academy, Father Fiorez, Spain is alfo 
already indebted for feveral yolumes 
of the eceleíiaítieal hiítory of the na-
tion, which in his hands was, in t ru th , 
only an irregular compilation • of docu-
inents, become very fcarce, or entirely 
unknown, but i t has acquired a more, 
pleafing form by the care of his con-
tinuaton 
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tinuator, Father Eifco, an Auguílin 
monk. 
Several other writers, well acquainted 
wi th what relates to their country, are 
employed in giving a clear hiítory of it , 
and inftruéling their fellow citizens in 
matters of policy, and the fcience of 
government. They have naturalized in 
their language íuch French and Engliíh 
works as the Spaniíh orthodoxy would 
permit; thofe, for inítance, which treat 
of trades and arts. They are at prefent 
tranflating two of the works of L i n -
nasus, and the natural hiílory of M . de 
Buffon. When I was in Spain the French 
Tiicllonaire Encyclopédique, was undertaken 
to be tranílated by fubfcription; and 
thofe who believe that in that kingdom 
every perfon is fubjecled to the yoke of 
bigotry and fanaticifm were not a little 
furprized to fee the ñame of the grand 
inqúifitor at the head of the liít of fub-
fcribers; for i t is to be remembered there 
was a very numerous l i d of fubfcribers for 
new encyclopédie, in numbers. But the 
writer 
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wríter of the article Spain, heated with 
íiational p rejo dices, without having any 
knowledge of the country otherwife 
than by vain declamations, or unfaith-
ful relations, wantonly vilified a whole 
nation, which from its w&ight in the 
balance of Europe, its virtues, and in^ 
timate connexion with Dur own, he 
ought to have refpected. 
The Spaniíh government highly re-
fented fo unmerited an infult, and the 
French court determined to redrefs its 
complaints wi th all the warmth of 
friendíhip and the rigour of juftice. The 
author, cenfor, and printer were feverely 
reprimanded; and the pubiication of the 
new encyclopédie was fufpended by or-
der of the court. The Spaniíh minifter, 
however, though oífended, was not im-
placable, he refented the aífront, but 
would not exelude knowledge, and foon 
afterward revoked the fufpenñon, at 
the lame time taking meafures to erafe 
the errors and inveélives from a work 
of which he knew the merit. Before 
t h f 
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the numbers are diftributed to the fub* 
fcribers, they are examined by the conn-
cil of Caílile. A t the time the court of 
Spain tpok oftence at the article above-
mentioned, 9. Spaniíh eccleñaílic at Paris 
undertook the apology of his country 
agairiíl the indifcreet author; but eveii 
his countrymen think that, lead aílray 
by his zeal, he carried the matter to 
the other extreme. He is more prodigal 
of eulogiums than his adverfary had 
been of contempt and reproaches. One 
had refnfed every merit; and the other 
beílowed every poíüble excellence. Ac-
«cording to the latter, the Spaniards ex-
cel in every art and fcience. Thu? paf-
ñon, by exaggerating, fometimes injures 
the caufe i t means to defend. In this 
difcuíílon, as in all others, reafon feeks 
and finds the truth only in the juft 
tnedium. 
There are undoubtedly in Spain more 
learned men who modeílly cultívate 
the fciences; more men of erudition 
\vho are thoronghly acquainted with 
the 
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the h i í to ry and jurifprudence o f thei r 
country; more dif t inguiíhed men o f 
letters and a greater number o f poets, 
who have energy and a fertile and b r i l -
liant imagination than is generally ima-
gined. B u t according to the Spaniards 
themfelves, the prefent í late of letters 
and the fciences is far from what i t was 
in the times of Mariana, Solis, Men-
doza, Ambroife, Morales, Herrera, Saa-
vedra, Sepulveda, Cervantes, Quevedo, 
Garcilafo, Calderón, Lopes de Vega, 
&c. &c. 
T h e Spani íh univerfities can no longer 
boaíl the reputation they formerly pof-
fefíed ; induftry and popnlation are much 
inferior to what they were under Ferdi* 
nand the Catholic, and bis two fuccef-
fors. Bu t the prefent government is 
zealouíly and fuccefsfully employed i n 
endeavouring to revive thofe happier 
times. Beñdes the academies of w h i c h 
I have fpoken, there is one at Madrid 
for the laws o f Spain, another for 
the canon law, and a t h i r d for me-
dicine 
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diciñe. A ta í le for the arts and fciences 
has extended even to the provinces. 
A t Seville is an academy of Bel les* 
iettres, and a medical fociety ; at Sara-
gofía and Valencia an academy of arts : 
at Val ladol id , one of geography; at 
Granada, one of mathematics and draw-
i n g ; and at Barcelona, an academy of 
Belles-lettres. 
There were for a long time i n Spain 
fix great colleges {collegios mayores') into 
which none were admitted but young 
men of family, and from among whom 
perfons qualified for every office of go-
vernment were a lmoí l excluíively taken. 
T h e privileges they enjoyed became a 
iburce of abufe. They fupported idle-
nefs and arrogance in the colleges, and 
difcouragcd other feminaries of educa-* 
t ion . Government ftruck at the root of 
the evil . I n 177 the colleges received 
a new form from which the moft happy 
effeéts are expeéled. 
Education 
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Education is neverthelefs ítili imper-
feél i n Spain, and the expulfion o f the 
Jefüits l ias made i t perhaps yet more fo. 
At that period the inconvenience of con-
fiding youth to the care o f religous or-
ders was, perhaps, too much magnified. 
That of the Piariftes, k n o w n i n Spain 
by the ñ a m e o f E/col apios, is the only 
one wh ich is ítili i n the poíTeíTion o f 
fome fchools. Every where elfe, th® 
place o f the Jefuits has been fupplied by 
profefíbrs, who may either be ecclefiaftics 
or lay eperfons, but who form no col-
ieélive body ño r reñde under the fame 
roof. T h e Jefuits, befides the property 
of the fociety, had foundations for dif-
ferent profeííoríhips. Thele were the 
only funds appropriated to the fupport 
of the new profefíbrs.. They were fuf-
fi.cient for monks l iv ing i n a community, 
but are very inadequate i n the prefent 
ílate of things. Profeííbríhips fo l i t t l e 
lucrative cannot be fought after by per-
fon s eminent for learning and talents. 
The education of youth fuffers therefore 
by the change and this is a circumíbance 
o f 
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of fuíficient iiiiportance to deferve the 
attention of government. 
M u c h , however, has already been 
done for mil i tary educat ión . T h e king 
has eftabliíhed a fchool for artillery at 
Segovia, a r iding fchool at Ocanna, ene 
of engineers at Carthagena, and another 
for ta6lics at Avi l a , when ce i t has lately 
been removed to Port Santa Maria. 
Manufaó lu res at the beginning o f the 
prefent century were greatiy on the de-
cline. T h e three fovereigns o f the 
houfe of Bourbon have made efForts to 
revive them. There are manufactures of 
common cloths at Efcaray i n Bifcay, at 
Bocairente, at Ontemente, and at A l -
coy i n the kingdom of Valencia, and at 
Grazalema i n A n d a l u ñ a ; and we have 
already feen the encouragement given h f 
the prefent íbvereign to the manufaólure 
of fine cloths at Guadalaxaraand Segovia. 
I n the courfe of this work we íhall have 
occaüon to fpeak of feveral others^ and i t 
w i i l be feen that thofe of íilk i n particu-
lar 
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lar have engaged the a t tén t ion o f go-
vernment. The re is one for hats at Ma-
drid, as alio at Badajoz and Seville, and 
foreign manufaé tn res aíready feeí tha 
cómpetit ion : for there is íh is fatalíty i n 
the prefcnt con í l i tu t ion of Europe, that 
no natiOn can profper i n any branch of 
commerce wi thou t being prejudicial to 
its neighbonrs. But i n this í l ruggle o f 
jarring intereí ls murmurs are improper 
and compiaints uíeleís. N o t h i n g is j u í l 
or efficacious but the efForts of i n d u í b y , 
aélivity, and oeconomy. 
Spain alfo owes to the fovereigns of 
the houfe of Bourbon the few roads and 
canals íhe poíTefíes. T h e government is 
well convinced how much the want o f 
thefe is felt, and is taking every means 
to fupply the deficiency. There are a í -
ready fine roads i n Bifcay and Navarre ; 
thofe wh ich te rmínate i n the capital an-
nounce the refidence of a great monarch. 
Fine ones have been begun between 
Aranjuez and Valencia ; i n Galicia, f rom 
the Corogne to Pontevedra; to the 
VOL.I . S no r th 
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n o r t l i of Caftile, from Reynoía to the 
fea, and in lome other parts of the penin-
lula . Bpt the able minífter who preüdes 
over this department cauies them to be 
carried on w k h that prudent flownefs 
w h i c h alone infures the fuccefs of ex-
penfive imdertakings. His plans alio 
have becn fomewhat deranged by the 
war, wh ich even when i t is fuccefs ful 
cauies an exchange of real and folid ad-
vantages for a i i t t le glory. Th i s mini -
íter is more particularly attentive to im-
prove and compleat the principal road 
wh ich entirely crofíes Spain from Bay-
onne to Cádiz, paífing by Madrid. The 
advantao;e nnknown u n t i l w i t h i n thefe 
t w o ycars, of travelling i n a poíl-chaife, 
the hundred leagues w h i c h feparate the 
two laí l cities, is to be afcribed to 
h im , 
W e have feen what he has already 
done for the canal o f Arragon. That 
o f Caftile, long ñnce begun, w i l l íboii 
engage his attention. T h e canal pro-
je¿ted i n Murcia has been found imprac-
ticable ; 
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ticable ; t l ie fubfcribers, iní tcád of the 
proíits whieh thqir avidity grafped at, 
m u í l content themfelves w i t h the i n -
tereft the k ing pays them, and have 
in the unimpeachable probity of the 
moiiarch á fufficient fecurity for their 
money. L a í l year the mini í ter adopted 
a proje¿l much more br i l l iant and ufe-
M than that he was obliged to abandon ; 
that o f a canal, wh ich beginning at the 
foot of the mountains o f Guadarrama 
near the Efcurial , proceeds to j o i n the 
Tagas, afterwards the Guadiana, and 
terminates at the Guadalquivir above 
Anduxar, and wh ich confequently w i l l 
give new life and aólivity to the center 
of Spain, the leaíl populous and moft 
barren part of the kingdom. A French-
man of abilities named le Maur , gave i n 
the pian, and was preparing to carry i t 
into execution, but died foon after-
wards. T h e impulfe, however, was 
given, the money fubfcribed, and the 
eílimate made. T h e undertaking is con» 
tinued by the fons of le Maur, who i n -
S 2 heri t 
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herit from their father a l l his plans and 
a portion of his talents. 
Bu t that which more particularly con-
tributes to the profperity of Spain is the 
modern in í t i tu t ion of patriotic íbcieties, 
k n o w n by the ñame of friends to the 
country, T h e example was given i n Bif-
say ; as was natural to expeét i n a pro-
vince where induOrry and patriotifm 
reign i n every mind. I t was foon fol-
lowed ;by the other provinces, and by 
the capital, i n wh ich a patriotic fociety 
was éftabliíhed i n 1775. A t the end of 
the la í l year the re were already forty-
fonr.. T h e ñame of thefe inftitutions 
indicates their aim. T h e members of 
wh ich they arecompofed, encouragc the 
progrefs of the arts and the agriculture 
and indu í l ry of their provinces. They 
propoíe queí t ions relative to thefe ob-
jeé ls , and give premiums to thofe who 
difcufs them beft. They awaken the 
induí l ry of their fellow citizens, animate 
their zeal, folicit their information, give 
ívná encourage-
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encouragement to artifans, afíiílance 
and advice to the peafants, and caufe 
the patriotic ardour, w i t h which they 
are animated, to circuíate through every 
clafs of citizens. Never did a laudable 
in í t i tu t ion make more rapid progrefs or 
produce more general eíFe<5l. Thofe who 
never fee the advancement o f good but 
w i t h an envious eye, or whofe metho-
dical fupinenefs is difgufted w i t h novelty, 
and thofe whofe feif-love is mortified by 
fuccefs to wh ich they do not contribute, 
have endeavoured to th row ridicule upon 
thefe focieties; they have pretended that 
the members talked much but performed 
little ; that they exaggerated their i m -
portance, and difcuíTed triflcs w i t h 
pompous gravity. Undoubtedly they 
have not yet done every th ing wh ich 
may be done ; their flender funds cir-
cumfcribe their progrefs; but the great 
point was to rouze their country from its 
ftupor, and to oííer a í l imulus to the ta-
lents of artifts, and the labour of huf-
bandmen; to excite their emulation by 
the profpea of fame, and their in tercí t 
§ 3 by 
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by the hope of gain. T h i s is v/hat the 
íocieties have already ef íéded. The lei~ 
ñ i re and favings of peace enahle goyern* 
ment to furni íh the means o f increañng 
their beneficence. A t the reprefenta-
t ion made by the principáis of thefe fo-
cities, their funds, wh ich conñft in a 
great meafure of voluntary contributions^ 
were jncreafed to a í tock w h i c h may be 
compared to that o f the Ecommatsm 
France *. T h e fovereign whofe piety is 
rational, and to w h o m the commnni-
cation of beneficial projeéls is a l l that 
is necefiary to prevail on h i m to adopt 
them, has thought proper to dedicate to 
the encouragement of thefe focieties a 
part of the revenues of the chnrch, the 
vacant benefices o f which he enjoys for 
a certain time. I n a lefs enljghtened age 
fuch an employment of this property 
would have been called a profanation. 
T h e Spani íh government, on the con-
trary, t h i n k that making i t contribute 
% In one fenfe the funds arifíng frora the revenues 
of vacant benefices, 
io 
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to the profperity of the í late is to fanc-
tify its ufe. The objecl of pious fo im-
dations was much lefs to beí low on eccle-
fiaílics an opulence hur t fu l to the true 
intereíls of religión, than to provide for 
the wán t s of the poor, to baniíli po-
verty, and employ that idlcnefs wh ich 
necefíarily increafes indigence. Thefe 
were the intentions of the founders, 
and this is the reafoning of a country 
which prejudice fuppofes to be ftill en-
ílaved by the fuperíl i t ious bigotry o f the 
fourtecnth century. 
T h e patriotic focities have rcceived 
other encouragements from government. 
Enlightened by them i t has renved lawa 
which liad fallen into difufe. I t has ex-
cluded fuch foreign merchandize as 
might be prejudicial to the national ma-. 
nufaé lures , and has proeured to thefe 
fuch workmen as may improve and per-
fe61: them. Thefe meafures have al-
ready been prejudicial, and w i l l become 
ftill more fo, to other manufacluring and 
Commercial nations; they may excite i n 
S 4 them 
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them murmurs and alarm, they w i l l tm-» 
doubtedly reanímate their aélivity and 
vigilance, but cannpt but be applaudej 
by real patriots. 
T h e patriotic fociety of Madrid is dif-
t ingui íhed from the others only by the 
more immediate prote6lion of govern-
ment, and by its ñ tua t ion , wh ich gives 
i t a grcater facility o f acquiring infor-
mation and aíTiftance. I t has, perhaps, 
fewer objecls, on wh ich to exercife its, 
zeal, becanfe that the produél ions of 
new Caftile, i n the center o f wh ich i t 
is placed, are lefs various than thofe 
of the other provinces, and becaufc 
that its indu í l ry is more confinad. But 
i t is attentive to the improvement of 
agriculture i n the environs o f Madrid, 
and to furnifh the children of both fexes 
and the poor of that capital w i t h em-
ployment. ' A per fe el equality is the 
moft facred law of al l thefe focieties; 
rank is nnknown i n them; the arch-
b i íhop of Toledo, and the dpke of Me-
dina Celi may there be placed by the 
' fide 
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fíele of an artifan, and information is 
colleclcd from w h ate ver fource i t may 
come? 
As Madrid is the chief canter o f 
arts and fcjences, fo is i t that of gor 
vernment. A l though the monarch re-
fides there but a few weeks m the year^ 
and his minifters are always near his 
perfon, this city is the feat of govern^ 
ment, and of the fupreme tribunals. 
We fhall take a view of them a l l ; and 
this w i l l naturally lead us to fpeak o f 
the laws, rel igión, finances, and m i l i -
tary forcé of Spain. 
T h e council of Caíli le holds the firíl 
rank among the councils and tribunals 
of the Idngdom ; there is nothing i n 
Franco wh ich can be compared to i t : i t 
is at once a council of admini í l ra t ion 
which has the inípeéfion of all the i n -
terior operations of government, and a 
fovereírn tr ibunal that has an excluñve 
cognizance of certain caufes, and i n 
certaia 
265 T H E P R E S E N T S T A T E 
certain cafes receives appeals from the 
other t r ibunáis . 
T h e council o f Gaílile is compoíed of 
five chambers. The firft, the Jala de 
GovkrnO) w h i c h is confined to the affairs 
o f adminiftratiorx; i t alfo receives re-
ferences accompanied w i t h neceffary 
forms, brought to the council i n ex-
traordinary cafes, but i t Js only to fend 
them to the fecond Jala de Govlerno, or 
to the fala de Jujltcia according to circum-
í tances . 
T h e fecond fala de Qovkrno judges 
fomc of the caufes brought before the 
council o f Caílile by extraordinary re-
ference, but its chief occupation is in 
matters relative to the manufaélures , 
tridges, banks, and caufeways of the 
kingdora. 
T h e chamber of Mi l y quinientos or of 
one thoufand five hundred, thus called 
|)ecaufe thofe who appeal to i t from the 
fen-
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fentences and judgments o f the fover 
reign tribunals are obliged to depofit 
fifteen hundred ducats, wh ich th^y for-
feit j n cafe pf Jofing the appeaL 
The fala de Jujilcia has an e x d u í i v e 
cognizance of certain caufes, the par-
ticulars of wh ich would be imintereft-
ing, and perhaps unintell igibie, to m o í l 
pf our readers; and for the judgment 
of capital caufes o f a certain defcriptioi* 
this chamber is united to the others. 
T h e fala de Provincia judges the ap-
peáis i n all important cafes, and receive^ 
thofe from the judgments o f the t w o 
lieutenants c iv i l pf Madrid (Tenientes 
ic Villa) and from thofe of the Alcaldes 
dx Corte i n civi l aíFairs. 
Thefe form a fixth chamber. T h e 
city of Madrid is dividecl in to a certain 
mimber of quarters, and the pólice o f 
each is fuperintended by an Alcalde da. 
tyrte: who judges in the firít in í l ance , 
in concurrence w i t h the lieutenants 
civilg 
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civ i l , all the caufes brought by thc 
tizens of his quarter. The i r decifions 
may be appealed from to t h é whole 
chamber afíembled, w h i c h alone can 
finally pronounce upon criminal caufes 
w i t h i n its jurifdiét ion. I t is i n extraor-
dinary cafes oniy that they are carried 
before the council of Caít i le . 
T h e chamber of the Alcaldes, de Cafa y 
Corte was formerly the tribunal which 
always accompanied the court of Spain. 
Since this is underftood to be fixed at Ma-
dr id , the t r ibunal has been fixed there 
alfo ; and as i t formerly had a provincial 
ju r i fd i f t ion near the refidence of the 
íbvereign, i t has ftill preferved fuch a 
jurifdiélion to a certain di í lance from the 
capital. The council of Caítile is the 
only one acknowledged by the gran-
dees of Spain, and a l l its members have 
the r igh t of commlttimus, l ike thofe of 
the French parliaments. 
Spain is divided into two chanceries, 
thofe of Granada and Valladolid, which 
have 
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have an excluñve cognizance o f certain 
caufes. The i r deciñons are not appealed 
from to the council of Caíti le, except 
in two cafes, when the appellants ad-
drefs themfelves to the chamber o í M i l 
y quinientos, or upon a denial of ju í l i ce , 
called Recurfos de Fuerza, Each chan-
cery has a particular chamber, called 
Sala de Hijo/dalgo, or chamber o f nobles. 
Its office is to authenticate nobi l i ty , and 
to hear caufes relative thereto. I t has 
alfo an excluíive cognizance o f criminal 
caufes o f the Hidalgos, 
Beñdes thefe there are eight audiences, 
vvithoutreckoningthe particular t r ibunal 
of Navarre, wh ich has the t i t le o f Roy al 
Council, as fome of the provinces o f 
France have, inílead of a parliament, a 
fovereign council. T h e four audiences 
of the crown of Arragon are thofe o f 
Saragofía, Barcelona, Valencia, and 
Majorca ; and o f the crown of Caftile 
thofe of Seville, Corogne, Oviedo, and 
the Cañarles. 
Each 
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Each chancery and each audience has 
a crimina] conrt, fala de Crimen, which 
definidvely pronounces criminal fen-
tences, and caufes them to be executed. 
Except a few re í t r i&ions , thefe tr ibu-
nals are equally fovereign. T h e prin-
cipal difference between the chanceries 
and the audiences is, that the firft aft 
i n the king's ñame üke the council of 
Caíl i le . There are alfo fome cafes in 
w h i c h appeals lie from the audiences of 
Corogne and Oviedo to the chancery of 
Valladolid, and from the audience of 
Seville to the chancery of Granada. But 
f rom the four audiences of the crown 
of Arragon the appeal ( i n certain cafes) 
is immediately made to the council of 
Gaíl i le , whete the caufes i n queíl ion 
m u í l be determined according to the 
laws o f Arragon. 
T h e limits of thefe different jurif-
diclions are not clearly enough defined 
to prevent frequent contéí ls between 
the courts. W h i l í l the council of Caf-
tile 
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tile loies, no opportunity o f extending 
its jurifdi6lions, the chanceries and au« 
diences inceífantly í l ruggle againí l i t to 
fupport their fupreme authority. T h e 
council of Navarre alone had preferved its 
authority unimpaired, u n t i i lately, when. 
fome of the caufes brought before i t 
were carried by appeal to the council 
of Caít i le . Ünlefs i n cafes of appeal, 
which are rare exceptions to the gene-
ral rule, there is norefource again í l the 
deciñons of al l the fovereign tribunals, 
but revifion, w h i c h i n Spain is called 
SuppUca. Appeals, i n that cafe, are 
made to the t r ibunal itfelf, praying i t 
to begin the procefs anew. 
T h e heads of the chanceries are called 
Prefidents, and thofe o f the audiences 
Regente. 
T h e head of the council of Caítile has 
the t i t le of prefident or governor : thefe 
two dignities diífer but l i t t le , except 
in honorary di í t inét ions. T h e p r e ñ d e n t 
of the council of Caíti le muft always 
be 
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be á grandee of Spain. W h e n he ap^ 
pears i n public, he has particular prí* 
vileges. T h e count d'Aranda was the 
laí l perfon who filled this place, andas 
he held that of captain-general of all 
Caí l i le , and poíTeííed firmnefs and ta-
lents, he exercifed i t w i t h an authority 
wh ich yielded only to that of the fo-
vereign. 
Various reafons, of wh ich i t is not 
yet time to inform the public, induced 
h i m to refign this place to become am-
bafíador i n France, where he was pre-
ceded by his great reputation, and where 
he has enjoyed fince the year 1773, that 
refpeél to w h i c h on ib many accounts 
he is entitled. 
T h e office o f prefident of the councii 
o f Caílile had been revived, after a long 
interrupt ion, i n the perfon o f the count, 
i n one o f thofe critical moments when 
men o f genius become neceílary. He 
difcharged the duties of i t during feven 
years, w i t h all the energy and wifdom 
by 
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by wbich he is charaélerifed. Madr id 
w i l l for a long t imé exhibit próofs o f 
what he eíFeíted for its embel l i íhment , 
fecurity, and cpnvenience, even dur ing 
his í h o r t adminí í l ra t ion . I t is í o his 
tare and prudence that Spain owes the 
expulfion o f the jefuits, prepared w i t h 
the greateí i fecrecy, and executed w i t h -
out tumnl t . He alfo procured an ac-
count of the prefeat í ta te of population 
in that kingdoin, wh ich , according td 
the docüments laid before h i m , amounts 
toabout eleven miíl ions of inhabitants 
T h e diífipated and freqnently licen-
íious lives of the monks were reformed, 
and their mánne r s rendered more fu i t -
able to their profeílion. T h e abnfes of 
the afylum which the greateí i cr imináis 
. * No meañs wére negleded to make this cálcu-
htl&n as exa£t as poffibíe. Howevér, as the public, 
ínifinformed, íuppofed ít to be undertaken wíth 
i^ews ío táxation, feveral citizens gave m falfe re-
ports of the number of perfons eactt hotife contaíned. 
Jt 15 therefore probable, that the real population of 
^pain is rather above than bclow what it is eñimated 
8t in the iaíl accotints, 
I . T found 
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found in the churches were fuppreíTecL 
T h e fovereign authority was placed 
above the reach of the pretenfions of 
the holy fee; bounds were fet to the 
exterior praélices of religión, more fa-
vourable to idlenefs than devotion ; and 
i n fome refpeéls, as we íhall hereafter 
fmd, the power of fanaticifm was fub-
jccled to controul. The funélions of 
the place of prefident of the council of 
Caftile were never fo a6tively difcharged 
as during bis adminiftration. Since bis 
refignation that t i t le has been conferred 
on no one ; he was fucceeded by a fen-
f i b k and modérate ecclefiaític, M . de 
Figueroa, who-had oniy the t i t le of go-
vernor o f the council of Caftile, and 
who dicd whi i f t I was in Spain. A t pre-
fent the count de Campomanes, as oldeft 
member of the council, difcharges the 
funél ions o f governor, wi thou t having 
the t i t le , and by bis long fervices, 
knowiedge, and integrity, is i n every 
refpeél wor thy to be at the head of the 
magiftracy of bis country. 
The 
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T h e oídefh members o f this coüncil^ 
form what is ealled i n Spain the Cámara, 
which i n fome refpeéls may be com» 
pared to the great chamber o f the par-
liaríient of Paris. I t is properly the pr ivy 
colmcil o f the monarch» and at the famé, 
time a fovereign tr ibunal fór certaiil 
caufes, fuch as al l wh ich have relation 
to the r igh t of patronage, the fnccef-
fions of perfóns o f the royal faraily, and 
all contefts relative to the rights o f 
cities (Ciudades) wh ich differ from 
Filias, the former having a particular 
jurifdi6í:ion, .and being reprefented in the 
Cortes o f the kingdom f . 
T h e Cámara is alfo the council wh ich 
ifíues al l a6ls or patents of royal favour. 
A l l places i n the magií l racy, and a l l 
conüítorial benefices are conferred by 
its means. I t recommends to his ma-
jefty^ th rough the méd ium of his m i -
f Madrid is oníy a Villa, yét is reprefented in the 
Cortes liks the Ciudades, But thiá is the oníy ek-
^eptioii. 
T a niftef 
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nifter of favour and juftice, threc per-
fons to £11 them, and the k i n g chufes 
one of the three. 
N o place i n the magií lracy is venal 
i n Spain. Th i s , like a l l human iníl i-
tutions, has its advantage and incon-
venience. í f i t leaves a greater open-
ing to caprice, favour and intrigue, i t 
p revenís the tribunals from being dif-
honoured by incapacity and ignorance, 
and dimini íhes the temptation to fe 11 
that juftice of which the r igh t of dif-
penfing is bought. I t is true that the 
integnty of magiftrates frequently w i t h -
out fortune m u í l appcar fulpicious, and 
that their modérate fees feem but a weak 
rampart againffc corruption. However, 
n o t w i t h í l a n d i n g the declamations of dif-
fatisñed clients, iniquitous and partial 
judges are not more common- i n Spain 
than i n other countriesr whether i t be 
that they are better watched, er that th€ 
gcnerofity natural to the Spani íh nation 
íecures them from al l temptation.' 
There 
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Tiiere is a k ind o f gradation in the 
Spaniíh magií lracy of which the degrees 
are eafily traced. A l l the members o f 
íhe Cámara are ancient counfellors of 
Caí l i le ; thefe feldom obtain their places 
without having been prefidents o f a 
chancery or an audience, or at leaíl an-
cient counfellors of one of thefe t r i -
bunals, or Alcade de Corte. I n the fame 
manner i t is from among the advocates 
Corregtdors, or Alcaldes Mayores, that the 
latter are chofen. í t is here neceííary 
to give fome account o f thefe magif-
trates, of whofe offices foreigners i n 
general have but a very confufed idea» 
F i r í l there are two claíTes o f fimpíe 
Alcaldes*, who are eílabliíhed i n the 
cities, boroughs and villages. T h e A l -
calde ordinario judges i n the íiríl in í lance , 
* Thefe diíFerent fpecics of Alcaldes are ufaally 
confounded by foreigners. Not to diílinguiíh aa 
Alcalde Pedáneo from m Jkalde de Corte is. the fame 
ss fuppofmg a íheriíf's officer and a magifírafe upon 
f ' l e bench to be e^uai in rank and authority. 
T 3 when 
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when the re is no Corregidor, but i n 
places where there is one, has cogni« 
zance of c iv i l gaufes in concurrence w i t h 
h i m , w h i l í l the latter a6is alone i n 
matters of pólice and adminiftration. 
T h e Alcalde pedáneo, who is commonly 
taken from among the common people, 
has no fu^ólions but thofe of arrefting 
delinquents, and executing the orders 
pf the Corregidor, or the Alcalde Mayor. 
T h e ñmple Alcaldes are diíFerently 
appointed, according to the privileges of 
the pities3 borpughs and villages in 
wh ich they reñde. I n fpme places 
chance decides, i n others they are named 
by the council o f Cavile, the tribunal 
o f the prpvince, or the lord of the ma-? 
ñor , who chufes one from three per-
lón s propofed to him. They are change4 
every year. 
T h e Alcaldes ISfayores, or Qorregidors, 
w h i c h differ i n t i t le only, are al l named 
by the k ing upon the prefentation of 
|:he Cámara^ T h i s inferior 4egree 0^ 
ma-? 
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magiftracy was formerly under very i m -
proper regulations, wh ich 
has lately reformed. The place of Cor-
regidor was beftowed on perfons o f ímal l 
fortune, who frequently expended their 
whole property i n foliciting the pro-
motion. After having fucceeded, they 
held their places three years, when their 
office expired, and they were again 
obliged to have recourfe to new folici-
tations. How could ít be hoped, that 
men fcarcely efcaped from want, and 
upon the br ink of relapfmg into their 
former indigence, would not be violently 
tempted to infure to themfeives re-
zurces at the cxpcncc o f thofe over 
whom they poíTeíied a tranfient autho-
rity ? I t was ncceffary to preferve the 
iubjecls of the k ing from their rapacity, 
and tbefe magiftrates themfeives from 
temptation. Men virtuous from a love 
of virtue, and who firmly refule to com-
mit evil , even when they can perpétra te 
it w i t h advantage and impuni ty , are 
rare i n every country ; and the Cor-
regidors but too frequently confirmed 
T 4 this 
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this melancholy t r u t h . T h e count of 
Florida Blanca, when mini í ler of favour 
and juí l ice , had the aimoft unexampled 
courage to adopt the meafures projeéted 
by his predeceífor and the count de Com-
pomanes; meafures wh ich might excite 
the emulation of the Corregidors, and 
enable and enconrage them to be honeí l . 
He procured that for the future they 
íhou ld cqntinue i n office fix years in? 
í lead of three ; that there íhould be 
three claíTes of Corregimientos ; that they 
íhou ld pafs from one clafs to another, 
after having wel l difcharged the duties 
of their firíl place; that their emolu-
ments íhou ld be increaled at every re-
m o v a l ; and that haying thus gone 
th rough the three claíTes to the fatif-
faólion of his majefty, they íhould have 
what i n Spain is called the honours of 
Togado, that is, the t i t le and preroga-
tives annexed to the place of cqunfellor 
p f the fuperior t r ibu nal s, whether their 
acknowledged merit was rewarded by 
pne o f thefe places, or that they con-
tinued to occupy the Corregimientos of the 
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firíl clafs. W h e n I was at Madrid, gor 
vernment was wait ing the terrmnatioi | 
pf the comrniffion o f the tr iennial 
Corregidors to begin this regulation, 
t r i i ly advantageous to the people? w h q 
at times, evea i n monarchies, are con-
íidered as of fome importan ce. 
Beñdes the three claífes o f Corregi-
dors, there is one another k i n d ; 
thofe of Madrid and Seville, two cides 
in wh ich the magií l racy is peculiar and 
dif t incl . T h e Corregidors are for Ufe, 
and muft not be taken from the pro-
feffion of the iaw ; they are no more 
than chicfs of the pólice who prefide 
at city mectings, bull-fights, and the 
public aéls of the city. The lieutenants 
civi l , Tenientes de Vtllá, have a jur ifdiél ion 
independant of their authority, and fup-
ply them i n their prefidencies. Befides 
thefc, Madrid and Seville have Regidores, 
a k ind o f inípe6tors, who maintain the 
pólice i n concurrence w i t h the Corre-
gidor. This is the municipal coní l i -
tut ion of Madrid. T h e Alcaldes de Corte 
make 
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make no part of i t , and are, as we have 
obferved, dependant upon the cour t ; 
this , however, prevenís not the í r jur i f -
di6tion from extending to the interior 
o f the capital, wh ich is divided into a 
eertain number of quarters, diftributed 
t o the difterent Alcaldes de Corte ; each 
o f w h o m has under h i m an Alcalde de 
Barrio * , a k ind of local magi í l ra te , who 
wat ches over the prefervation of pub-
lic order, w i t h i n the extent of his j u n í -
diólion. 
La í l l y , there is a magií l rate w i t h the 
t i t lc of Superintendant, who is particu-
lu r iy charged w i t h the pólice and the 
prefervation o f public order, i n concuiv 
. rence w i t h the Alcaldes de Corte, the Re-
gidores, the Corregidor, and the T^enientes 
de Filia. F rom this conftitution, which 
is certainly fomewhat complicated, re-
fults frequent claíhings of jur i fdic l ion 
among the magiftrates; but on the 
other hand, there are few cities in Eu-
* There are therefore live kinds of Alcaldes, 
Alcalde Pedáneo, Alcalde Ordinario, Alcalde de Barrio^ 
Alcalde Mayor, and Alcalde de Corte. 
rope 
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rope i n wh ich the pólice is better re-
gulated than at Madrid, where there is 
more fafety, or where fewer crimes are 
committed which efcape the vigilan ce 
of juítice» 
I t now remains to conñder , by what 
code o f laws juí t ice is admini í lered i n 
Madrid, as wel i as i n the re í l o f the 
kingdom» 
I t may be faid, í l r i a i y fpeaking, that 
the R o m á n or c ivi l law has there no 
forcé. T h i s , by fome oíd ordinances 
of the kings o f Caftiie, is forbidden, 
m-ider fevere penalties, to be fo much 
as quoted. Thefe laws, however, for 
fo long a time the objeél of a bl ind ad-
miration, and againí t wh ich i t is now 
be come the cuftom to declaim w i t h v i -
rulence, are frequently confulted i n prac-
tice. The Spaniards feem to obferve a 
juíl médium between the two extremes. 
They do not adopt the civi l law i m p l i -
c i t i y ; they look not 11 pon all its deci-
Sons as infa l l ib lc ; but their lawyers de-
riva 
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r ive from i t knowledge and authontiese 
becaufe they are convinced, that i n the 
midft of a number of {aws contradiélory 
t o each other, fometimes abíurd , and 
freqnfntly foreign to our manners and 
polit ical coní t i tu t ion , many are to be 
found which cannot be denied to be 
di¿lated by reafon and applicable to every 
legiflation. T h e forms of procefs in 
Spain, are conformable to the Román 
iaw, except fome diíFerence in terms and 
the ufe of documents. They are re-
ported, not as i n France by members of 
the tr ibunal , but by particular magifr 
trates, called Relatores, whofe places are 
very lucrative, and confequentlj much 
fought after? 
T h e only authentic laws, according to 
w h i c h juí t ice is admini í lered, are regif-
tered in the codes publ i íhed by the an-
cient kings; fuch are the Juey de las fíete 
Partidas, the Ordenamiento-Ktal, t)ie Fuero? 
Juzgo, and Fuero-ReaL T h e principal 
^ode, that which is i n conftant ufe, h 
called Recopilación, I t is a colleclion of 
various 
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various and dift inét edi<5ls of the mo-
narchs of Spain from the earlieíl ages to 
the prefent reign. A new edition is 
given from time to time i n which all the 
laws publi lhed fincethe laí l are inferted; 
for i t is not u n t i l after they are thus re-
giílered that certain ediéls acquire the 
forcé of law. Such are thofe wh ich are 
ifíued from the council of Caílile under 
the t i t le of Autos-Accordatos, and w h i c h 
may fometimes, from intervening cir-
cumftances, be revoked by the council 
itfelf. 
I t has been pretended i n certain fo-
reign prints, that the prefent monarch 
intended to give to Spain a new criminal 
code, and that the council of Caftiie had 
been ordered to digeíl i t . The affertion 
was at leaít exaggerated. T h e council, 
which too wel l knows how much men are 
ied by words, would have feared to have 
diíhonoured the memory o f Charles I I I . 
by placing his ñame at the head o f a 
criminal code. The t i t le alone awakens 
9¿i idea óf fe veri ty and cven o f cruelty, 
w h i c h 
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which would have formed too gréat ¿ 
contraft to the clemency and goodnefs 
w h i c h are the charaélerif t ic virtues of 
the reigning fovereign. T h e following 
fa¿ls are what gave rife to the error: 
T h e council of Caít i le , by the agency 
o f the count de Campomanes, who Was 
then one of its fifcales, had propofed tire 
rev iñon and reform of the oíd criminal 
laws, fome of wh ich were abfurd, dif-
gufting or impoíTibie to be enforced % 
í n c h were thofe which condemned cer-
tain crimináis to be pierced w i t h arrows; 
falfe witneíTes to have their teeth pulled 
out, &c. T h e propofition being ap-
proved by the k ing , the council ap« 
pointcd fome members o f the diíFerent 
tribunals to make a rev iñon o f the penal 
laws, and to fubí l i tute others more con-
formable to modern manners. From the 
report of this committee, of which the 
count de Campomanes was prefident, the 
chamber of the Alcaldes de Corte was di -
recled to draw up a plan wh ich ílioulcí 
ferve as a bafis to the projeófed reform. 
Whatever may be the ultimate beneíít 
éerived 
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dcrived from this meafure, i t has already 
produced a t raé t on the penal lavvs, the 
work o f a young lawyer named Lardiza-
bal, wh ich appeared i n 1784, and may 
be read w i t h pleafnre and' advantage, 
even after the celebrated efíays of the 
marquis of Beccaria. 
Th i s is the proper place to fpeak o f 
the torture, that barbarous inf t i tu t ion 
againft wh ich modern philofophy has fo 
forcibly exclaimed. I t is not yet formally 
aboliíhed i n Spain, and ílill finds fome-
defenders. A few y ears ago an ecclefiaílic, 
named Caftro, undertook a formal apology 
for i t ; but his work , wh ich infpired al-
moíl general indignation, was com-
pletely refuted by a gentleman of the 
profeffion o f the law, w h o i n fad only 
expreíTed the modérate fentiments of the 
firíl t r ibunal of the kingdom, and o f 
the reafonabie part o f the nation. His 
fyftem has infinitely more partifans than 
that of his an tagoni íL 
T h e 
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T h e canon law is the received codc ifi 
Spain i n all eccleíiaíiical affairs. I t 
muft not however be imagined fhat the 
court of Madrid pays impl ic i t obediencé 
to the orders of the holy fee. There is 
no catholic kingdom i n wh ich more 
fuccefsful efForts have been made to 
l ighten this yoke. 
T h e religión o f Rome and its minifters 
are wi thou t doubt ílill held i n the greateíí 
veneration, and the priefts and monks, 
under the pretext of dire6ling confcicnces, 
fometimes take part i n temporal concerns, 
and abufe the confidence placed i n them 
by excefíive credulity. But thefe abu-
fes, even under the reign of pious mo-
narchs, were i n many refpeéls fuppreíTed 5 
t hough , during a great part of the pre-
fent century, they infc6ted the very 
avenues to the throne. 
T h e dan ge ro us infiiíence wh ich fa° 
ther D 'Aubenton, and his fucceííbrs of 
the fame order enjoycd at the court of 
P h i ü p 
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Philip V . is remembered w i t h indigna-
t i o n ; as likewife that of father Ra-
bago, the laí l Jefuit who íaté i n the 
coiifeíTional chair of the Spani íh mo-
narchs, w i t h Ferdinand V I . T h e con-
fesor of the prefent k ing is a Francifcan. 
But al though this monk is very fre-
quently admitted to the prefence of his 
auguí l penitent, he does not extend his 
jurifdiction beyond the limits of the du-
des o f real religión ; and n o t w i t h í l a n d -
ing what has been faid i n Europa, efpe-
cíally npon the í u b j e a of the late war, 
has few conneél ions at court, and 
concerns himfelf very l i t t le w i t h the 
aíFairs o f government and political i n -
trigue. T h e monarch, thoagh he con-
íinually treats h i m w i t h that deference 
which he thinks dae from h i m to the 
di reélorof hisconígience, has more than 
once repreífed the ferveney of his zeal 
í t is true his majeíly generaliy confults 
him concerning filling the vacant b iü iop-
ricks and other ecclefiaílical dignities, 
which are at the difpofal o f the 
king? and in this point of view his con-
VOL. I . U fsffor 
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fefíbr may be coníidéred as pofíeffing the 
nomination to benefices, al though this 
properly belongs to the Cámara and to 
the minifter of favour and ju í t ice . But 
even in this refpecl, his influence has 
lately been circumfcribed, and the ap-
pointment to vacant fees veí led, i n ex-, 
c luñon of h i m , i n the count de Florida 
Blanca, as the prefent minifter of fa-
vour and juftice. 
T h i s inconteí l ible r igh t of the kings 
of Spain to nomína te to the great bene-
fices of their dominions has been allowed 
by the popes only fmce the year 1753, 
theN date of the compaé l between the 
Spani íh court and the holy fee. 
U n t i l then the collation to benefices 
had been the object of frequent contefts 
between the two conrts. T h e kings of 
Spain claimed i t by virtue of their right 
of patronage, as having founded and en-
dowed all the churches i n their do-
minions; T h a t modérate pontiíF, Bene-
di6l X I V . who perceived that the real 
means 
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meansof preferving the remaining rights 
of the holy fee in an age when the eyes 
of every European íbvereign were more 
opened to difcover abuíes^ was tú com-
poühd for fome of them, propofed, that 
in the firft place the fubjeél íhonld be 
difcufíed by the cardinals Aquaviva and 
Belluga ; but their in te rpoñt ion having 
produced a correípondence i n w h i c h 
both parties were oniy iníiamed againí l 
each other wi thou t making much pro« 
grefs towards a conclufion, i t was agreed 
to abandon the difcuílion and negocíate 
in an amicable nianner. For this pur-
pofe Spain deputed the abbé de Figueroa 
a man of a mi ld and conciliating cha-
raéler and who has fin ce been at the 
head of the council of Caftile. The re-
fult was the compaé l which has finally 
fettled this difputc between the crown of 
Spain and the court of Rome. 
The holy fee did not refufe the kings 
of Spain the r ight o f nomination to al l 
confiftorial benefices, which has been 
granted to them by diíferent bulis. T h e 
U 2 com-
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compaé l confirms them i n the poíTeíTion 
o f this r ight , regulating however that 
titularies fhould be obliged to provide 
themfelves w i t h bulls. 
T h e principal contéft turned upon re-
gular and fimple benefices. T h e kings 
o f Spain demanded to nominate to a l l ; 
the popes claimed a r ight to confer thofe 
at leaft w h i c h became vacant i n the 
apoílol ical months. 
T h e compa6l enumerated fifty-two 
benefices w h i c h íhou ld be at the nomi-
nation of the holy fee, w i t h obiigation 
t o confer them opon none but Spaniards ; 
and i t was alio ftipuláted that the pope 
í h o u l d not delégate this power of col-
lat ion ; that the benefices í hou ld be ex-
empt from penfions, and that the t i tu-
laries íhou ld pay no cédulas bancartas, 
Thefe were contraéis made w i t h the 
apoílolical chamber, by v i r tüé of which 
the candidate to w h o m the benefice was 
promifed engagecl himfelf to pay a cer-
tain 
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íain fum. Th i s i u m he frequently did 
not poíTefs; in which cafe the apo í lo -
lical chamber advanced i t to h i m at an 
enormous intereft, and kept agents i n 
Spain w h o took care to have thefe en-
gagements fulfilled. Thefe ruinous 
abufes fent to Rome one year w i t h an-
other, a fifth of the revenue of all the 
benefices. One o f the inconveniences, 
which were the confequence, was the 
emigration o f the candidates who went 
to intrigue at Rome and there d i ího-
nour their country. 
Th i s was not the only impropriety 
aboliíhed by the compach Previous to 
i t the pope had always difpoled of the 
fpolios y vacantes, that is of the fpoils o f 
deceafed prelates and the revenues o f 
vacant benefices. T h e adminiftration 
of thefe funds was confided to an office 
compofed of Italians, fo expert i n this 
bufinefs that a fonr th of the produce o f 
the benefices of Spain difappeared under 
their rapacious management. By the 
U 3 cora» 
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compaél the holy fee renounced thefc 
revenues under the fingle conditioa 
that the admini í l ra t ion o f the /poliosy 
vacantes, íhouid be granted to none but 
an eccleñaílic. Th i s t r i f l ing reftriélion 
does not prevent the kings of Spain fróm 
difpoüng of them according to their plea-
fure. T h e minifter they ñame employs 
a part o f them i n making advanccs to 
the new prelates w h o want money for 
their ef tabl i íhment . I t has been re-
mar ked, to the praife of the dignified 
Spani íh clergy, that the repayment of 
thefe advances has never been negle6ted; 
and i t muft alfo be allowed, that though 
therc are ftill fome fanatics among the 
Spani íh prelates, they are highly worthy 
commendation for their piety, charity, 
and unimpeachable moral conduót , 
T h o u g h i t i s ftipulated by the compact 
that the produce of the /poliosy vacantes, 
íha l l be whol ly confecrated to pious 
ufes, the k ing , as we have obferved, 
makcs no fcruple of employing a part 
of 
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of them i n the encouragement of i n -
duí l ry , and even i n rewards for m i l i -
tary fervices. But this fource of bene-
ficence is much lefs conüderable than 
i t migh t be. T h e chapters commonly 
chofen to liquidate the property of de-
ceafed prelates, and to adminifter the, 
revenues of great vacant benefices, 
fometimes reduce them both to one-
fourth o f their real valué. 
As the compaé l deprived the holy 
fee o f the /polios y vacantes, and o f 
fome other revenues, and as that fee 
feldom makes voluntary facrifices, i t 
was neceíTary that a fort of equivalent 
íhould be found. On account of the 
penfions, payable from the benefices of 
Spain, and the produce of the cédulas 
bancarias, the court of Madrid engaged 
to pay i t on one part, fix hundred thou -
fand R o m á n crowns, at an in tere í l o f 
three per cent, and on the other a fum 
of three hundred and ten thoufand 
crowns upon the fame condition, as an 
U 4 indem-
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mdemnification for the produce of the 
iale of bulls, and that of the annates, 
La í l ly , the k ing of Spain, by the fame 
compaéf, engages that for the fubfift-
ence of the nuncio at his court, an 
annual fum of fifty thoufand crowns 
íha l l be paid from the revenue of the bull 
o f the crufade *, wh ich on this occañon 
was rendered perpetual. 
I t is manifeí l that the compacl of 
1753 has greatly dimini íhed the contri-? 
butions w h i c h Spain pays to the holy 
fee. T h e produce, however of marriage 
dipenfations ftill remains in the poífef-
lion of the latter, and may be efti-
mated at fifteen hundred thoufand livres 
(62500!.) a year. 
Since that period, the court of Ma-
drid has continued warmly to defend the 
ri^hts of fovereign authority againí t the 
* We íhafj fpeak of this when we come to treat 
of the taxes/ r , 
' pre-r 
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pretenfions of the holy fee. I t is not 
forgotten i n what manner i t received the 
admonition o f Clement XIIÍ . to the i n -
fant o f Parma. T h e council of Caftile 
collected al l the copies and commanded 
the fame to be done by all the letters, 
bulis and briefs wh ich fhould be found 
contrary to the royal rights or to the 
meafnres taken by government, renew-
ing the ancient law which denounced 
pain of death and confifcation againí l any 
notary or otherperfons who í h o u l d daré 
to notify them, 
On this occañon the council of Caftile, 
of w h i c h the count d'Aranda was then 
prefident, coiieéted every public ach by 
which the kings of Spain, from the time 
of Charles V . had endeavoured to prevent 
the admiflion of the bu l l in Ctena Dominio 
fo far as i t wras prejudicial to the íbve-
reignty andjur í fd ic l ion of the temporal 
tribunals, and commanded all arch-
biíhpps and bi íhops of the kingdom to 
prc-
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prevent its publication and enforcement 
i n their feveral diocefes. 
T o thcfe proofs o f the vigilance of 
the catholic kings to maintain the inde-
pendance of royal authori ty, I íhal l add 
tha t Spain, like France, has the refonrce 
o f its appeals from abufes. I n the 
courfe of the laft year a Spani íh work 
appeared, wr i t ten profeííedly on this 
fubjeél, and in t i t l ed , Máximas ¡obre re-
curfos de fuerza y protección. T h e clergy, 
and efpecially the holy office, the ancient 
and now a lmoí l forgotten coníl i tut ions 
of wh ich the author had printed at 
the end o f his work , endeavoured to 
prevent its publication ; but the council 
of Ca íb le and the minifter openly pro-
teged the author, and enabled him 
to t r i umph over every oppoíi t ion. 
I t was at the fame period alfo that the 
powers and privileges of the nuncio in 
Spain were confined w i t h i n narrow h-
mits. I n the reign of Charles V . they 
had 
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liad already received íbme diminut ion. 
The counci lof 1528 began by eftablifh-
ing that the auditor o f the nunciature 
fíiould be a Spaniard, 
I n 1564 the eouncil of Caftile re-
ítrained the power o f the nuncio, and 
fent h i m back his credentials that he 
might get them altered conformabie to 
the reí ír i6lion, 
I n 1640, the office o f nuncio expe-
rienced new vicisitudes. A regulation 
appeared wh ich eí tabli íhed its form and 
proceedings, and to which was added, 
a l i d of al l the favours wh ich might be 
conferred by his authority. 
T h e nuncios however, frequently 
abufed the pious vencration of the Spa-
niard s to extend their power. T h e y 
fometimes arrived w i t h bulls wh ich au-
thorifed them to be the colledlors o f 
the produce of the /poliosy vacantes, and 
to oppofe the intcrvention of the fecu-
lar 
30o T H E P R E S E N T S T A T E 
lar tribunals i n the recurfos por fuerza or 
appeals as from abufes. I n 1641, a 
nuncio appeared in Spain furni íhed wi th 
í u c h a b u l l ; but the coimcil of Caílile, 
w h i c h , l ike the parliament of Paris, has 
ever zealoufly fupported royai authority, 
examined and annulled the bu l l , 
Under the prefent reigning family, 
the nuncios have made other attempts 
i n w h i c h they have failed. Sometimcs, 
when abfent, they have named by 
their own authority lub-delegates to 
fupply their places. I n 1739, t^e 
nuncio being dangerouíly i l l , appointed 
the inqu iñ to r general to exercife his 
fund ions ; Phi l ip V . was offended at the 
nomination, annulled i t , and obliged 
the íbvereign pont i íF to créate the biíhop 
of Avi la nuncio per interlm. • 
Laf t ly , i n 1771, the court of Madrid 
obtained from pope Clement X I V . a 
brief w h i c h gave a new form to the 
nunciature, and fubí t i tuted to the audi-
- tor 
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tor of the nuncio who is the only judge 
of this t r ibunal a rota modelled by that 
of Rome, and compofed of ñx eccle-
fiaílics named by the fovereign pontiíF, 
but upon the prefentation of the k ing o f 
Spain ; wh ich was exclnfively infur ing 
thefe places to the fubjeéls o f the mo-
narchy. Th i s brief ftated alfo, that the 
audiences of the nuncio íhou ld always be 
in Spain, but that for the future they 
íhould have no ju r i fd i f t i on . 
I t m u í t befides be obferved that Spain 
has long fince adopted, w i t h refpeót to 
the independance of the fovereign power, 
maxims vcry fimilar to the four famous 
articles which were fanélioned by the 
affembly o f the clergy of France i n 
1682, and w h i c h every fubjeél the 
moment a public employment is con-
ferred upon h i m is obliged to fwear he 
w i l l obferve and maintain. 
There ílill exifts i n Spain, however, 
avery grcat abufe arifing from religión 
i l l 
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i l l underftood ; this is the extreme riches 
of the monks and clergy. Next to the 
ecclefiaílical principalities o f Germany, 
the r icheí l catholic prelacies are found 
i n Spain. T h e archbiihoprics o f Toledo, 
Seville, St. Jago, Valencia, and SaragoíTa, 
have larger revenues than any i n Frailee. 
There are monafteries, and particularly 
fome of the Carthufians, the property of 
w h i c h extends to the greateí l part of the 
di í l r ié t i n wh ich they are ñ t u a t e d ; and 
thefe religious foundations, while they 
depopulate and impover i íh the neigh-
bouring country, increafe poverty and 
idlenefs by indiferiminate charity. Of 
this Galicia i n particular is an example. 
T w o thirds of the province are in the 
hands o f the monks and the clergy, The 
confequence is that Galicia, although 
fingularly favoured by Nature, which 
has abundantly provided i t w i t h every 
necefíary of life, is perhaps the part of 
Spain i n w h i c h knowledge and induítry 
have made the leaft progreís . 
The 
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T h e government, however, w h i c h 
becomes more and more enlightened, is 
endeavouring to lefíen the confequences 
of fuch a ñ tua t ion . I n the firít place 
the wife cholee o f prelates prevenís m 
them that difplay o f offenñve luxury 
which , by i rr i ta t ing indigence, diminiíhes 
the refpeél due to religión. The i r con-
ftant refidence i n their diocefes produces 
at ieaft the advantage o f making them 
•expend their revenues i n the country by 
which they are paid. A l l the prelates 
employ a great part of their income i n 
alms. Several of them, particuiarly the 
archbi íhops of Toledo and Valencia, 
confecrate a port ion to the encou» 
ragement o f indu í l ry , and this is no t 
the only manner i n which the riches o f 
the clergy contribute to the good o f 
the í la te . I t w i l l be feen, when we 
come to treat o f the taxes, that they 
pay confiderable contributions. Befides 
thefe, the coui t of Madrid has obtained 
from the holy fee, the power o f 
charging al l the great benefices w i t h 
the 
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the payment of penfions even to a thírd 
of their produce ; and by a brief in 1783, 
this power was extended to all the finí, 
pie benefices, wh ich produce upwards of 
two hundrcd ducats, or about five hun-
dred and fifty livres. 
T h e Spaniards faw, perhaps, more 
clearly than other ftates, wh ich pretend 
to more ph i lo íbphy , the abfurdity of 
having religious orders, and fuífering 
the heads of them to refide out o f the 
kingdom. 
I n confequence of this, the Carthu-
íian monafteries i n Spain were, i n 1784, 
delivered from their dependance upon 
the grand Chartreufc; and when I left 
Madrid there was but two monaftic or-
ders, wh ich had their principáis or ge-
neráis at Rome ; and the death o f thefc 
two was only waited for to detach them 
entirely from this dangerous con-
nexion, 
The-
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The feverity w i t h which the court of 
Madrid treated the fociety of Jefus, the 
continued vigour w i t h which i t pur-
fued the Jefüits , even to their extinc-
thiij i n the court of Rome and the 
tranquil l i ty of the nation, whi l f t thefe 
meafures were carrying into execution, 
prove that Spain crouches n o t f o m u c h 
as i t is commonly believed beneath the 
yoke of fuperftition, and the abfolute 
empire o f monks. I t i s notbygroundlefs 
afíertions, bnt by recent and inconteftible 
fafts, that we have endeavoured to com-
bat the favourite prejudice o f moderri 
Europe, which fnrely can no longer 
cxiíl, i f fuch plain and convincing 
arguments are properly weighcd. 
I n Spain there is but one religioms 
inftitution wh ich philofophy mourns to 
fee that nation Íubje6led to, an in í t i -
tution o f which I am far from un-
ílertaking the apology, though I íha l l 
refrain from al l violent declamations 
^gainíl i t , as the greater part of my 
readers would learn nothing from them, 
and the rcmaindcr would be oíFended 
V o l - X at 
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at their afperity. I t is not by invec-
tives that a nation can be cured of its 
prejudices. This fpecies of intolerance, 
perhaps more intraélable than that 
wh ich is now almoft every where va-
qu i íhed by reafon and hnmanity, only 
increafes the evil , and initates thofe who 
nnhappily labonr under its influence. 
I íhal l therefore more particularly re-
frain from ali appearance of prejudice 
w h i l í l fpeaking of religious intolerance, 
and of one of its moí l dreadful inft i tu-
tions. I t may eafily be perceived that 
I have the holy office in view, that t r i -
bunal to w h i c h every odious epithet has 
for fo iong a time been given, and which 
has f t i i l , i n Spain, two powerful fup^ 
porters, policy and religión, 
Its dcfendcrs allecke that the autho-
ri ty of the fovereign finds in the holy 
office a means of making itfeif re-
fpefted, íince by chaining the coníciences 
of the íubjeéls i t provides another fe-
curity for their obedience, and prevents, 
i n religious wor íh ip and opinión? thole 
vari-
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variations and incertitudes vvhich have 
but too frcquently di í lurbed the peace 
of fociety. They aíTert that religión 
gains by i t the preíervat ion o f its uni ty 
and pur i ty , and attribute to the inqu i -
fitlon the t ranquil l i ty Spain has in this 
refpea conftantiy enjoyed, whi l í t the 
other C h r i ñ i a n ítates of Europe have 
been a p rey to all the " bi t terneís of r c l i -
gious quancls, and the turbulcnt zea! 
of innovatoiSé 
T h e antagoni í i s of the Inquifi t ian 
maintain on the contrary, that i t has 
conftantiy excludcd l igh t and informa-
tion from the kingdom, that i t has fed 
fuperftition aiid fanaticiím, and kept the 
mind in a fervile lubjection fit only to 
reprefs thole vigorous eíForts of genius 
by which great works of every k ind are 
produced; that while i t contraéis the 
heart by fear, i t prevenís the fweet ef« 
fufions of confidence and fr icndíhip, 
deftroys the moí l in t ímate connexions 
Which conftitute thcir charms, and fof 
X z two 
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two whole centnries has condemned Spain 
to ienofance and barbar i ím. 
Thefe are undoubtedly very ferious 
acculations. A n account of the prcfent 
ftate of this t r ibunal w i l l prove how far 
they are wel l founded. 
I íhal l not here repeat wl ia t is evcry 
where to be found in the hiftory of the eíla-
b l i íhraent of the holy office. I t was co-
te mporary w i t h our reügious wars, w i t l i 
a l l the outrages which fanaticifm has 
produced i n moí l of the ftates of Chrif-
tcndom ; and under this point of view 
no nation can reproach the Spaniards. 
But , fince that period, manners are 
happily become more.civil ized, and i f 
by the revolution the primitive. confti-
tu t ion of the Spaniíh inqui í i t ion has not 
been changed, the rigours of i t ha ve 
a t l ea í l been foftened, and are become leís 
frequcnt. Auto de fes are not, the fame 
pompousfolemnities as formerly, when by 
their apparatus, nnder the pretence of 
ho-
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hononring religión, they infalted h u -
inanity ; when the whole nation ran to 
them, as to a t r i umph , when the fove-
reign and all bis court were pre íent , be-
lieving they thus performed the moft rae-
ritorious 2.8: in the eyes of the Deity, 
and enjoyed the torments of the viél ims 
delivered up to the executioner, and the 
maledtélions of the people; when all 
the particulars of thefe barbarons re-
jolcings were related i n books wri t ten 
exprefsly to deícribe the part taken i n 
them, and the pieafure received from 
them by the ípeétator . After the auto 
Jefe in 1680, a work was publifhed, 
giving the moft circumftantial reí at ion 
of that terrible íbiemnity. T h e author 
feems to have taken as much pieafure 
in his narration as he could have done 
in deícribing, a public feílivity. 44 He 
44 is about," lie fays, 4 to relate, w i t h 
44 an in tere í l ing exaerneís , al l the cir-
44 cumftances of that t r iumph f j gio-
" rions to the fai th, w i t h a l if t of ' h-
44 nobility prefent, and a fuma.H 
X 3 44 the 
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<6 the fentenees pafTed upon the cr i -
mináis.''* 
I n his dedication he {liles Charles I I . 
** the prote6tor of the church ; the p i l -
*' lar of the faith ; the captain-general 
ái of the mil i t ia of God ; the Chriftiau 
í( J ú p i t e r ; w h o chaílifes heredes, as 
14 Júp i t e r formerly did the Titans.'* 
T h e cenfors afterwards approve i n 
the moí t di í t ingui íhed manner, a work , 
wh ich fay they, " for the majefty of its 
44 fubject, ought not only to be read 
" i n Spain, but by thQ whole w o i i d . ^ 
T h e examiner furpaííes the cenfors, 
<s T h e author," according to him? 
ts has anfwered the public e^peótation 
44 in a moment when curioíity made 
M the fpe.élacle the objeét of every wiíh, 
¿í and when the pious impatience of 
í€ a l l true believers complained o f der 
t i lay," He is abpve all eulogium, by 
h avine: 
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havinggiven, w i t h a fcrupulous atten-
t ion, a l l the particulars of this wonder-
ful ceremony, thereby proving, 4Í that 
a in al l that regards fo folemn a t r i -
** bunal, the moí l t r i f l ing c i rcumílances 
" are o f the greateí l importance.'* Had 
not he fucceeded fo wel l , he would have 
been excufable ; " for fuch fublime and 
Ci heroic aél ions are not to be defcribed 
by words ; he was therefore per-
** mitted to pr in t this work for the con-
íc folation o f pious perfons, the fatif-
46 faélion of the abfent, and the exam-
pie of po í le r i ty . " es 
I n the conrfe of this t ru ly fmgular 
narrative, the author frequently cele-
brates the pious zeal of the monarch 
who was himfelf prefent at the cere* 
mony. 
" Th i s prince," fays he, " having 
given It to be under í lood , that he 
íhou ld be very glad to be prefent at 
the celebration o f an auto-general, 
the council ( the inqu iñ t ion ) thought 
X 4 ^ i t 
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íe i t would be íhewing h i m a mark of 
" refpeél to afford h im an opportunity 
<£ to imítate the example of his auguí l 
« father Phi l ip I V . " Madrid there-
fore was made the place o f exhibition 
inílead of Toledo, as at firft intended. 
T h e grand inquifitor went i n confe-
quence to kifs his majeíty's hand, " af-
*' fnring h im that he would take the 
" moí l fpeedy meafures for the accom-
" p l i í hmen t o f a work wj i i ch was fo 
& agreeable io him?'* 
T h e author, at the conclufion, thus 
magnifies the merit which Charles 11. ac* 
quired by honouring w i t h his prefence the 
whole ceremony, except the laft tór-
ments of the crimináis. 
I t was a great confolation,^ fays 
he, 44 to the zealous, a fubjeól of con-
í s fu ñon to the indifferent, and of af-
*• toniihment for all the fpeclators, to 
44 be witneffes of a coní tancy wor thy of 
ífi being admired for ages to come. 
*é F rom eight oViock i n the morning 
44 his 
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bis majefty remaíned in his balconj, 
w i thon t manifefting the leaíl uneaf^ 
" neis frora the heat, or the prodigious 
u concourfe of people, or appearing 
a wearied by fo long a ceremony. His 
" zea! and devotion were fo fuperior to 
" 1116 fatigue, that he did not even 
" withdraw for a quarter of an hour to 
" taí le r e f r e íhmen t ; and at the end o f 
<c ^ ceremony he aíked, i f there were 
<c any th ing elfe to be done, and i f be 
ÍÉ might retire." 
The Spaniards o f the prefe^t age are 
far from that cool cruelty which í b u t s 
the heart againft p i t y ; and are at liberty 
to compaffionate the nnhappy v i a ims 
which fufíer the feverities o f the holy 
office. 
Thefe have, however, been very rare 
m the prefent century, in which there 
bas. not been one general auto de fé 
fimilar to that o f 1680. 
I n 
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I n 1714, fome monks, whofe monaf. 
tery (o f Corella i n Arragon) was i n the 
neighbourhood of a convent of nuns, 
were conviéled o f having abufed the 
afcendancy they had gained over their 
minds, by making them gui l ty o f dif-
orders w h i c h they concealed under the 
vei l o f rel igión. T h i s double crime of 
facrilege and feduélion would anywhere 
elfe have been pun i íhed i n an exem-
plary manner, by temporal tribunals. 
I t excited the an imadverñon of the holy 
office, wh ich condemned to death thofe 
w h o were moí t culpable, and, accord^ 
ing to eu í lom, delivered them over to 
the fecular power. 
Eleven years after, the inqu i ík ion ex-
ercifed another aé t o f feverity, which I 
w i l l not undertake equally to juílify. 
A family of Moors was difcovered at 
Granada, peaceably employed i n the 
manufaé tu re of ñ lks , i n which they ex-
celled. T h e ancient laws, fuppofed to 
have become obfolete, were for this 
time renewed w i t h al l their rigour, 
and. 
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and the unhappy Moors were burnt 
alive, 
I n 1756, feven perfons from among 
the lower clafs of people were taken from 
the prifons of Madrid to hear their fen-
tences pronounced, according to cuftom, 
in the church of the Dominican nuns o f 
that capital. One of them, a fchoolmaf-
ter, who had been falfely accuíed, was ac-
quitted. T h e three faife witnefles w h o 
had depofed againft h i m , one o f w h o m 
was his wife, were baniíhed for eight 
years, and condemned to receive two 
hundred la íhes , which were never i n -
fii6ted. Another really received the 
laíhes, and was the only perfon then 
corporally pun iü ied , becaufe, as the 
íentencc deciared he was heretlc, apqftate, 
mclined to Judaljm, was unfettled in hls 
faith, and attached to every fecl, T h e 
only crime of one of the feven, who 
was from Toloufe, conüfted the ñ a m e 
of Free-Mafon ; his fentence was perpe-
tual ban i íhmen t , and confifcation of 
bis property. ü n h a p p i l y for h im and 
the 
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the judges of the holy office, he had no 
property. Were the free-mafons every 
where treated w i t h the fame feverity, 
their innocent and peaceable fociety 
might i n its tu ra beeome a dangcrous 
f e á . T h e experience of eighteen cen-
turies has fufficiently taught the Chrif-
t ian wor ld that the moft efficacious 
mode of propagating and inflaming the 
zeal o f feélaries, is to perfecute them. 
I n 1763, a particular auto de fe was 
ceiebrated at Ilerena, when fome herc-
tics were delivered to the ñames. The 
obfcurity of thefe viél ims prevented their 
puniihment from becoming generally 
public ; and the univerfal terror which 
t he ñame alone of the inquifi t ion in-
fpired, feemed to be lefs prevalent. The 
k ing , the year before, had reftrained 
the powers of this tr ibunal . T h e grand 
inquifitor having, againí l the exprefs 
w i l l of his majefty, publ i íhed a buli 
wh ich profcribed a French book, was 
exiled to a convent thirteen leagues from 
Madrid. W h i l í l in exile he endesvoured 
to 
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to excufe himfelf by alledging the i m -
memorial ufage, wh ich gave to the holy 
office the excluñve r igh t of prohibi t ing 
dangerous books. A t the end of a few 
weeks he obtained his pardon ; but the 
k ing, after having taken the advice o f 
his minií ters and the council o f Caí l i le , 
i n January 1762, ifíued an ordinance, 
which eílabliíhed a new regulation re-
lative to the admiffion o f bulls, and 
í l a t e d ; 
T h a t for the future the grand inqui -
ñtor íhould not be allowed to pub l i íh 
edicls, except when they were fent to 
h im from his majeíty. 
T h a t when he íhould receive briefs, 
. by wh ich books were to be prohibited? 
he íhould conform to the laws of the 
country, and publ i íh the prohibit ion, not 
fupporting himfelf by the brief, but by 
his own authority. 
T h a t none of thefe ediéls íhou ld be 
publilhied wi thout firíl being feen and 
approved by the king» 
Finally, 
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Fína l ly , T h a t the holy office íliould^ 
before i t condemned a book, fummon 
the author befo re the t r ibunal , to hear 
what be might have to fay in his de-
fence. 
T b i s l i í t le t r iumpb of reafon and 
fovereign autl iori ty was indeed but 
l l i o r t . T h e year following, the in-
fluence of the king's confeíTor pro-
duced a revocation o f the e d i é l ; but 
the coant de Aramia, i n whom vigour of 
cbaracler exeludes not that addrefs which 
feems to be mo í l frequently the conco-
mitant of weak minds, baving gained 
over a mixed council, compofed of ma-
giílrates and b iñ iops , and which had 
been eftabliíhcd npon the occañon of 
the cxpu lñon of the Jefuits, revived the 
order of 1762. This was not the only 
eífort of tha t wife minifter, to circum-
feribe the power of the holy office ; he 
had long meditated the depriving i t of 
the r igbt to feize the property of the 
crimináis i t condemned; a dreadfal 
power, againí l wh ich i t is allowable 
boldly 
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boldly to declaim, even i n Spain, be-
caufe to manifeí l indignation at the avi-
dity that dares to conceal i t fe l f under the 
facred veii of rel igión, and w h i c h direéls 
and íharpens the fword o f juftice, is at 
once to ferve the caufe of God and m a n ; 
beñdes, that i n al l places where reafon 
and charity can be heard, the accufed 
ought to be fpared the anticipated fuf-
fering of feeing their heirs i n their judges. 
The count de Aranda was again upon 
the point of t r iumphing over this od i -
ous p raé l i ce ; bnt i t was objeéted, tha t 
i t furniíhed a part of the falaries o f the 
officers of the t r ibunal ; and that to 
fupply the failure of this property, i t 
would be neceflary to créate a fund o f 
upwards of fix hundred thoufand livres 
(25000I.) Th i s confideration fufpended 
the revocation wh ich was ready to be 
pronounced. I t is thus that i n al l go-
vernments the beít intentions are coun-
teraéled by circumílances , and that 
abufes are perpctuated, becaufe they are 
conneóled w i t h fomething wh ich either 
means or courage are wanting to attack. 
T h e 
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T h e count fucceeded better i n año^ 
ther attempt. Being prefident of t h f 
council of Caílile, wh ich , as well by i t l 
funélions as inclinations, has always 
been the zealous defender of the rights 
of fovereignty, and gaining over, by the 
afcendency given h i m by his characler 
and talents, fome poweiful prelates, 
whofe fecret diflike to a tr ibunal , en-
riched by epifcopal fpoils, he took every 
means to increafe, he obtained in 177a 
a royal mánda te which confined the j u -
rifdiólion of the inquiñt ion to the cog-
nizance o f the crimes o f herefy and 
apoítacy, and forbade i t to impri íbn the 
íubjects o f his majefty, unlefs thefe 
crimes were clearly proved, 
T h i s was greatly to contradi its limits, 
and to reduce i t to the only object which 
perhaps might have been the motive of 
its inf t i tut ion in an age when the inno-
vators i n matter of doél r inc , infulted by 
their turbulent zeal both religon and mo-
ral i ty ; and though t h e e d i é l gave oíFence 
to a few weak and fanática! people, i t was 
cele-
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celébráted and eveíi mag-nified in foreícrri 
CDuntries. The moment was fappofed 
to be: at hand when the hydra, wh ich 
philofophy had long before coridemried, 
was to be deftroyed. 
The réfigüation of the c o ü n t d e Á r á n d á , 
which happened foon after, did not pre-
vent fimilar meafures fróm beíng pur-
fued, becaufe diftinguiíhed and én l igh t -
ened perfons were ílili at the head of 
admini í i rá t ion, who, notwithftaridirig 
their zeal for religión, had imbibed 
the fame principies. Security Was re-
eftabiiflled ín the minds of men with» 
out banií l i ing the refpeél due to religión 
and its minií terá. This was infüred by 
the gdodnefs and modefaí ion o f the 
inonarch, and the tolerát ing maxinís of 
thofe in whom hé principally cohfided. 
The time of rigoiir and cruelty feemed 
to be paíTed, and the holy office appeár-
fed to í lumber . when i n Í777 ^ íuddenly 
íhook oíFits fupineneís at the éxpence 
an iliuftrious viét im, ánd terror and 
felfe zeál were again rouíéd through aíl 
V b ¿ . I . Y Spain, 
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Spain, and throughout the reí l of Eu-
tope the indignation of every rational 
fricnd to the bleííings of a wife tolera-
t ion again excited. 
D o n Pablo Olavidé, born i n P e r ú ; 
l iad been raifed by his di í l inguiíhed ahi-
Üties to one of the firíl employments in 
the í la te , that of intendant o f the four 
kingdoms of Andalufia and afliílant of 
Seville. His fage meafures i n this im-
portant poft had excited admira t ion and 
gratitude, but envy was at the famc 
time more a6tive than either o f thefc 
fentiments; when new opportunities 
prefented to fignalize his zeal. The 
k i n g had conceived a projeél wor thy of 
his bencficence, w h i c h was to clear and 
people that part of Sierra Morena which 
is croíTed by the road from Madrid to 
Cádiz , a diftriót formerly inhabited and 
cultivated, but lately overgrown wi th 
wood, and become a retreat for robbers 
and w i l d beaíts . M . Olavidé was ap-
pointed to carry this plan into effeét, and 
acquitted himfelf of jais commiíTxon i» 
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the moft dif t inguiíhed manner; lie í iow-
ever coald not avoid the ordinaryrock o f 
allgreat enterprifes. He made himfelf ene» 
mies ; and drew upon h i m the hatred o f 
father Romuald, a Ge rmán capuchin, 
who had brought into the Sierra Morena, 
a patent from the general of bis order9 
by wh ich he was declared prefea of a i l 
new miíTions, and from which he w i í h -
ed to arrógate to himfelf an unl imi ted 
authority i n every t h ing which could be 
made to have the leaft connexion w i t h 
religión. He met w i t h oppoñ t ion f rom 
the grand vicar, to whom the biíliop of 
the diocefe had delegated his powers i n 
the Sierra Morena. He was ftili more 
oppofed by M . Olavidé, w h o otherwife 
gave h i m a good reception, and re-^  
ceived h i m into his intimacy. T h e dif-
appointed ambition of the monk be-
came furious. Some indifcreet expref-
fions from M . Olavidé i n an u n g ü a r d e d 
moment, becaufe he was wi thou t fuf-
picion, fupplied h i m w i t h aij oppor-
tunity to gratify his revenge, w h i c h 
perhaps he difguifed, even to him'feíf, 
Y 9, - imder 
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under the ñame of zeal for religión. He 
fomented the difcontents of fome of the 
fettiers who were his own countrymen, 
and made ufe of them to difcredit the 
new ef tabl i íhment and its principal con-
du6lor. T h e memoirs he prefented to 
the council of Caftile, were f u l l of the 
moft fe rio us charges againft M . Olavidé. 
T h e council caufed them to be examined 
by an impartial judge, and traced them 
back to their corrupted fource. 
M . Olavidé , however, who far from 
fufpicion, ftill continued his operations 
w i t h zeal, was fuddenly ordered to 
court i n the month of November, 1775, 
there to confer concerning diíFerent ob-
jeéls relative to his miíTion. 
W h i l í l he reñded at ,Madrid, i n the 
moft perfe6l fecurity, he diícovcred by 
accident the treacherous confpiracy which 
was labouring to efíeél his deílru&ion. 
He learned from intercepted letters, 
that father Romuald had planned his 
ru in to enrich himfelf w i t h his ípoils, 
and 
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and that he was not wi thout a hope that 
the court i tfelf would favour his deteí ta-
ble piot. T h e contents of thefe ietters 
were communicated to the monarch, 
who ordered them to be examined by 
one of his tribunals, 
But thefe were not the only weapons 
employed by the vindiél ive and am-
biíious monk. M . Olavidé was inform-
ed by fome friends w h o m he ílill had i n 
the Sierra Morena, that the preceding 
year father Romuald had aecufed h i m 
to the minifter of foreign affairs, of 
bemg wanting in refpect to divine wor-
Ihlp and ecelefiaftical difcipline, i n the 
new colonies, and of having in his pof-
íeíTion prohibited books : and alfo that 
he had but a íhor t time before aecufed 
him to the holy office. 
* However alarming this infórmat ioa 
might be, M . Olavidé confided i n the 
re£litude of his own confeience. He 
ftill remained at Madrid, and folicited 
the miniílers to convey to the foot of 
Y 3 fche 
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the throne the proofs of his innocence, 
or at leaí l to plead his long fervices, and 
the important offices he had held, which 
feemed to recommend h i m to the indul-
gence of the monarch. He went feveral 
times to the grand inqni í i tor w i t h offers 
to prove his fubmiíTion to the holy 
office ; he proteí led the puri ty of his 
fai th and oíFered to retracl the expreí-
fions w h i c h might have efcaped him, to 
the prejudice of religión. His oífers 
and prote í la t ions were coldly received. 
He thence concluded that legal but fe-
cret meafures were taking for his juf t i f i -
cation ; and the myfterious ñlence of 
the holy office appeared to h i m no bad 
ornen. 
, D u r i n g his ftay of almoft a year at 
Madrid , he was particularly circumfpect 
i n his whole c o n d u í t , hoping thus to 
avert the ftorm wh ich however foon 
after broke over his head. 
T h e 14 thof November, 1776, agran-
des of Spain i n quality of Alguafil Mayv 
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of the inquif i t ion, accompanied by fome 
officers ofjuftice,arrefted h i m in hishoufe, 
and conveyed h i m to the prifon o f the 
holy office. From that moment he was 
loft to his wife children, relations, and 
friends. U n t i l the day his fentence was 
pronounced they were ignorant o f the 
part o f the wor ld he was i n , whether he 
were dead or alive, and had given over 
ali hopes of ever feeing h i m more. 
A t the fame time his wife, who was 
at Carolina, where íhe had remained 
during the abfence of her h u í b a n d , faw 
the officers of the inqu iñ t ion arrive and 
feize a l l his property, books, and 
papers ; whi l í t another detachment did 
íhe fame at his houfe in Seville. 
Thefe proceedings produced different 
fenfations i n the minds of different men. 
The rivals o f M . Olavidé, the enemies 
which envy and ambition had excited 
againft h i m and fome devotees, con í l an t 
ln their zeal for the caufe of religión, con-
Y ,4 ñdered 
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fsdered i t as a t r iumph. Several of his 
more rigid countrymen thought i t a 
ju f t cha í l i í ement for the imprudencies 
attributed to h i m ; for i n fa6l, íaid they, 
he might have had other judges, and 
not have eícaped unpun i íhed . Confter-
nation was however the moí l general 
fentiinent. Each began to tremble for 
himfelf, fea r ing leaft he íhould find in 
l i is moí l intimate connexions both fpies 
and accufers. How might i t afí:e|"wards 
be pofílble to enjoy the fweet Communica-
tions of confidence and friendíhip ? 
W h a t man was prudent enongh and 
luíFiciently fu re of himfelf tq concert 
al i his actions, weigh his expreffions, 
and jiever to furni íh matter of accufa-
t ion for afecrct enemy, a corrupted fer-
vant, a iriend, or cven a fon led aftray 
by his fcrupies ? T h e holy office is per-
haps more ju í t than fevere ; but its pro-
ceeding is dreadful. H o w can an accufed 
perfon difcnipate himfelf when he neithcr 
knows his crime ño r accufers ? And 
l iow is i t poffible to avert the thunder-
bqlt which is prepared in filence and in 
' the 
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the obfcurity of its inaccefílble laby-
r i n t h ? 
Such were the reafonings diélated by 
terror during the imprifonment of M . 
Oiavidé. After paffing from a profound 
calm to the agitations o f a tempeft, dan-
gers w l l l ever appear greater. The m o í t 
intrepid rninds are íhaken by unexpeded 
ftrokes; the apparent fupinenefs of the 
inquif i t ion, had re-eftabliíhed fecurity, 
but its fudden revival terrified every one. 
The firft impreíTion was befides rendered 
more lafting by other circumftances. 
The monks thought the time of regain-
ing their loft power was arriv^ed. Scarce-
ly was M . Oiavidé arreíled before i t was 
known that a miíiion of capuchins at Se-
ville had abandoned themfclves to the 
excefs of their zeal, and loudly exclaimed 
againít the profane theatres to which he 
had given encouragement in that city. A t 
the fametime the inquintions of the pro-
vinces partook of the t r iumph of tha t 
capital, and made an efíay of their re-
íu rn ing power. T h e inquifi t ion o f Cá-
diz 
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diz renewed a ceremony which had been 
negleéled for ha l f a century, and which 
is annually repeated at Madrid, that of 
íb lemnly reading al l the decrees of the 
holy office, the bulls upon which its 
power is founded, and all the anathe-
mas fulminated againí l herefy and irre-
l igión. Th i s ceremony was accompanied 
w i t h every th ing that Could í lr ike awe into 
the multi tude. A n ediél was publi íhed 
wh ich enjoined all the fai thful o f above 
ten years o f age to ' be prefent at i t , 
under pain of excommunication. I t 
feemed as if the holy office .wiíhed to 
rnake a moekery of the alarm of the 
public. 
. T h e profecution however of M . Ola^ 
vidé was carried on w i t h the" utmoíl fe-
crefy. His fate was decided after a m 
gorous impr i íonment of a year and feven 
days, during which he had not the 
coiifolatioii of having evcn one of his 
fervünts fuffered to approach h i m . 
On 
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On tl^e 2 i ñ of November, 1778, an 
aíTembly was held i n the hal l c f the i n -
quiñ t ion , to wh ich forty períbns o f dif-
ferent orders were invited, among whora 
were feveral grandees of Spain, general 
officers, priefts, and monks. 
T h e ñ t t i ng lafted three hours and a 
half. T h e criminal appeared cloathed i n 
yellow, carrying i n his hand a green 
taper, and accompanied by two m i n i -
íters of the holy office. A l l the proceed-
ings were read. T h e moft interefting 
part was the c i rcumítant ia l relation he 
himlelf had given i n o f his whole life, 
In this he confeíTed that i n his travels 
he hadfrequented the fociety of atheifts, 
namely, Voltaire and Roufíeau, w i t h 
whom he had difcuíTed queí t ions con-
cerning religión, though wi thou t fuf-
fering himfelf to be leduced by their 
arguments ; that n o t w i t h í l a n d i n g , he 
had returned to Spain w i t h many preju-
dices againí l the clergy, and perfuaded 
í h a t the privileges and opinions o f the 
church o f Rome were repugnant to. 
th© 
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the profperity o f í l a t e s ; that fince he 
l iad been placed over the coionies of the 
Sierra Morena, he had openly and w i t h -
out refleétion, avowed his opinión con-
cerning the obílacles which retarded 
their progrefs, the infal l ibi l i ty of the 
pope, and the t r ibunal of the inquiíi-
t i o n ; but that none of his expreffions 
l i ad the meaning attributed to them by 
thofe who heard h im , 
Afterward were produced the depo-
fxtions of fevcnty-eight witneíTes, who 
accufed h i m of having frequently fpoken 
the language of deifts, nttered blafphe-
my, and ridiculed the priefts. T o íeve-
ra l of thefe charges he pleaded guil ty, 
and denied others» aí íer t ing that in all 
thefe cafes his words had never expreífcd 
his true fentiments ; that his objecl bad 
fometimes only been to animate the in -
d u í l r y of the fettlers coníided to his 
eare, among whom the exterior piaclices 
o f religión were frequently nothing more 
than pretexts for id lene í s ; and that 
when he declairaed againft the i l l con-
fcquenccs 
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fequences of celibacy his view had 
merely been to encourage population, 
fo neceíTary to the profperity of his 
country, 
Th i s defence appeared neither refpedl-
fu l ñor fatisfaélory. I t was aüedged 
againít h i m as a crime that he had ufed 
every mcans o f eJuding the juftice o f 
the holy office, had intercepted letters 
to engage the witnefíes brought againí t 
h i m to retra6t; and thefe circumftances 
were all proved by writings under his 
own hand. 
I n ího r t , the tr ibunal adjudged h i m 
attainted and conviéted o f every charge 
made againít h i m ; and in confequence 
pronounced his fentence, w h i c h declared 
h i m heretic i n form. He interrupted 
the reading by denying that he deferved 
fo h a r í h an appellation. Th i s was, du* 
ring the final and terrible fitting, the 
laít eíFort of his íirmnefs. He fainted 
on the bench on which he fat, and as 
ibón as he recovered himfelf, the read-
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ing of the fentence was continucd. I t 
confifcated all his property, declared 
h i m incapable of holding any employ-
ment, exiled h i m to twenty leagues from 
Madrid , from every place o f rdyal reñ-
dence, from Seville, the theatre of his 
fallen authori ty, and from L i m a his 
country ; i t condemned h i m to be íhut 
np eight years in a monaftery, where he 
was to perufe fuch works of piety as 
íhoo ld be put into his hands, to do pe-
nance, and to] go to confeíTion once a 
month . He afterwards made his folemn 
abjuration, and w i t h all the ceremony 
prefcribed by the canons was abfolvcd 
from the cenfures he had incurred. 
A l l who were prefent declare that lie 
íhewed the moí t nnequivocal marks of 
refignation and repentance, and that 
i t was impofíible to refuíe h i m their 
compaíTion. 
I t has been aíTerted that the per fonal 
clemency of the monarch, and (who 
w i l l believe i t ) that of the grand inquifi-
tor . 
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íór, mitigated the rigour o f his fentence ; 
that fome of his judges were of op in ión 
he ought to fuffer death, and fevcral o f 
them that a public pun i í l imen t í l iould 
be inf l iaed upon h im ; i t is even faid, 
that one of thefe rigorous fentences was 
fupported by a pe r íbn near the mo-
narch, whofe fanatical zeal for the " 
caufe o f God, made h i m believe the 
fcandal ought to be repaired by a pub-
íic example. I t was however difficult to 
leárn the re í l of the fecret particulars 
of this affair. Curiofity and indiícre-
t ion were reí lrained by fear. A con-
jeé lure , an expreffion, might be mifmter-
preted and imbitter the life of the au-
thor. T h e greateíl- fecurity feemed to 
be in íilence. Peopie were i n a fituation 
fomething like that defcribed by Tac i -
tus i n the life of Agrícola : Ademptoper 
mquifitiones el loquendi audiendjqus com~ 
viercío. 
I t m u í l however be obferved i n fa-
vour o f the Spaniili government, tha t 
this crifis did not cont inué long. T h e 
mind 
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mind becarae tíaor'e eáfy by fefleáliñg up^ 
on the bencvolence and equity of the fa-
vereign, and the wifdom of his min i -
í lers , particularly of one who at that 
t ime was calied near his per fon. Even 
the peculiar circumftanees of the viétim 
w h o had juf t been facrificed contributed 
to diíTipate public terror. His talents and 
fuccefs had excited envy before he had 
drawn upon himfelf the animadverñon 
o f the holy office; and the people, be-
come more calm, hoped to make their 
obfeurity a rampart againft the rigours of 
the t r ibunal . W h a t followed proved 
that they were but momentary, and 
that milder principies reigned i n the 
pr ivy council of the k ing . 
I t is true the fentence of M . Olavidé 
was begun to be carried into execution. 
He was confined in a convent of la Man-
cha. But íbcnaf te rwards , complaining 
of the i l l í late of his health, he obtained 
permiffion to go and dr ink the mineral 
waters i n the neighbourhood ; finding 
but l i t t le benefit from them, libérty was 
given 
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glven h i m to go to others i n Catalonia? 
which he hoped would prove more eíB-
cacious. Had his fentence been intend-
ed to be executed i n a l l the feverity 
w i t h w h i c h i t had been pronounced, 
means would not have been wanting to 
have hindered h i m from taking advan-
tage of the proximity o f the frontiers* 
He eaíily deceived the vigilance o f his 
keepers, and bidding a final adieu to his 
country, wh ich ftiil was dear to h i m , 
efcaped to France where he was pre-
ceded by his reputation, and received as a 
martyr to intolerance. He has takenthe 
titie of count de Pilos and leads an agree-
able life, feeking in the fociety o f men 
of letters, the converfation ofthe friends 
he has acquired, and the modéra te en-
joyment of the pleafures o f the capital, 
confolation for his lofs o f power and pa-
tronage ; and what is ftiil more diff i-
cult to h i m , for that b a n i í h m e n t w h i c h 
for ever feparates h i m from his fellow-
citizens. T h e court of Spain, i t is faid, 
has reclaimed h i m , but that of France, 
wl thout pretending that the latter k i n g -
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dom may w i t h impuni ty become the afy* 
l u m of thofe who are profcribed by a na-
t ion in alliance w i t h i t , has amicably re-
prefented to the cabinet of Madr id , that 
the crimes of M . Olavide were not of a 
nature like to thofe of wh ich poliíhed 
ítates had mutual ly agreed to give up 
the perpetrators. I t is added, that the 
court of Madrid , whofe leverity is far 
f rom being implacable, and wh ich i t is 
imagined had yielded only to the impuífe 
o f a perfecuting fentiment not its own, 
has forborne to i nñ í t farther on its 
demand. 
Since t l i i s event the inquifít ion has 
i n one cafe juftified the apprehenfions 
i t had excited. Tolerat ion, or which 
is the fame th ing , hnmanity, íhuddered 
at the tormenta inflicled upon a poorwo-
man, w h o , having been convi6ted offor~ 
cery and witchcraft, was bnrned at Se-
v i l l e , i n 1780, in confequence of the fen-
tence of that t r ibunal . 
Ex-
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É x c e p t i n the íc iní lances its autho-
rity has been exercifed oniy at long i n -
íervais upon fome individuáis , who, 
baving ufed irreligious expfeíTions, were 
pardoned upon retraftation, after having 
been enjoined a t r iñ ing penance. 
I was at Madrid in 1784, when a 
circumftance happened which proves 
that this t r ibunal , n o t w i t h í t a n d i n g the 
terror its forms have ever inípired. is 
fometimes lefs fe veré than many feeular 
courts o f ju í l ice . 
A beggar who generally took his í land 
at the door of a church, had empioyed 
his leifure i n inventirig* and felling a 
fpecies of powder to wh ich he attributed 
miraculous eíFeéts. í t was compofed of 
ingredients the particulars of wh ich 
would make the reader b lu lh . T h e bes:-
• o 
gar had drawn up fome fingular formu-
larles to be repeated at the time of taking 
the powder ; and requíred, to give i t its 
eíFeél, that t h o í e who took i t í hou ld 
put themfelves into certain poftures 
Z 2 more 
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more eañly imagined than defcribed. 
His compofition was one of thofeamorous 
philtres i n which our ignorant anceílors 
had fo much faith ; his, he pretended, 
had the power of reftoring a difguíled 
lover, and of foftening the heart of a cruel 
fair one. Whatever flatters oür paffions 
has fome claim to our rcredulity. The 
impoftor wanted not for cuftomers in 
that clafs over w h i c h the marvellous has 
fo much empire; and a few accidental 
fucceífes gave reputation to his noí l rum. 
He afíbciated himfelf w i t h fome com-
mon women who di í t r ibuted i t . His 
powders, howevcr, as i t w i l l eaíily be 
believed, were often employed without 
eífccl. Moft of the perfons whom he 
deceived, lefs irritated than aíhamed, 
kept profound filence ; but at length 
others made complaints wh ich were foon 
carried to the holy office. T h e beggar 
was arrefted and led w i t h his accom-
plices to the inqui í i t ion, where they were 
profecuted in form. T h e impudent 
empiric avowed every t h i n g ; he ex-
plained the compofition of his powder 
and 
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and gave up his receipt and formularies. 
The refult was one of the moft fmgular 
proceedings w h i c h ever carne before a 
tribunal. The day o f vengeance ar-
rived. The judges, cr imináis , and a 
crowd of fpeftators of both fexes af-
fembled in the church of the domini-
can nuns at Madrid. Divine fervice was 
begun, but afterwards interrupted to 
read the í l range proceedings. T h e 
temple of the moft h igh was not fup-
pofed to be profaned by a recital of the 
obfcenities contained i n the fummary. 
Such were the laws of the holy office, 
and thefe were not difpenfed w i t h i n 
favour o f fome women of quality, who 
hid their confufion behind their fans. 
Even the nuns, lefs attached to their 
fcroples than to the privileges o f their 
church, loft no part of the ceremony, 
and their modeft ears were infulted w i t h 
the íhameful relation. T h e fentence 
was pronounced and executed after mafs 
Was over, 
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T h e beggar was declared attainted and 
conviélcd of forcery, profanation and 
impoí ln re , and condemned to perpetual 
imprifonment after having been whip-
ped in the principal quarters of the 
city. T w o women, his accompiices, 
were treated w i t h more indnigence. 
T h e , three crimináis foon left the 
church ; they were mounted upon aíles, 
and.each ciothed i n afambenlto covered 
w i t h painted devils and other fymbolical 
figures. They wore on their heads the 
fatal pyramidical bonnet called coroza^  
which refémbles9 :perhaps? too much the: 
pontifical mitre of our prclates. The. 
man was nakcd down to his waift, and 
expofed to the eyes o f the public aplump* 
neis wh ich could be attributed to no-
th ing but the fale of his powders. The 
proceíTion was headed by the marquefs of 
Cogoiludo, the eldeft fon of the duke 
of Medina Celi, who in quality of A l -
guafil Mayor prefided at the ceremony. 
Irle was foílowed by feveral grandees of 
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Spain, afíbciates of the holy office, and 
other oñicers of the tr ibunal . T h e 
Windows were filled, and the ílreets 
thronged w i t h curious í p e d a t o r s . T h e 
tr iumphant entry of a hero, returning 
to his country after having faved i t , could 
not have been more pompón s tha i í the 
ceremony of wh ich a vile criminal was 
the ob jeé l ; and this fpeélacle, by w h i c h 
curiofity was ío much excited, unlike to 
others of the fame k ind , oíFered no th ing 
which might wound fenfibility. Never 
was a fentence fo wiell deferved executed 
wi th greater mildnefs, T h e criminal 
ftopped from time to t ime, and fcarcely 
did the executioner touch his íhonlders 
wi th the wh ip , when fome charitable 
hand prefented h i m w i t h a glafs of Spa-
niíh wine to enable h i m to finiíh his 
career. I t were to be wi íhed that the 
holy office had neyer exercifed greater 
feverity, 
I n faét, this t r ibunal is at prefent far 
from being fo dreadful as i n other coun-
tries i t is generally believed. Its forms 
Z 4 ^re. 
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are, however, terrifying even to tho íe 
who are perluaded o f its equity, Pro-
fecutions are carried on w i t h the greateíl 
fecrecy ; the advócate granted to crimi-
náis to make their defence, cannot fpeak 
to or fee thcm but i n the prefence of 
the inquifitors. But the mo í l odious 
proceeding of all is, that when the de-
pofitions received againft any perfon ac-
cufed are communicated to h i m , the 
ñames of the accufers are c^refully con-
cealed *. I t is to be regretted, that a 
country i n wh ich the laws are daily im-
provcd, and where every department of 
* The inñitutions according to which the holy 
office regulates its proceedings are of the year 1561. 
Thefe were become very fcarce, but have been rc-
printed among tl>e proofs and illuílrations of a 
book which appearcd in 17^ 5, under the title of 
Máximas /obre recurfos de fuerza. We imagine the 
reader will not be difpleafed at íinding a tranílation 
of them at the end of this work. The perufal of 
them may perhaps reftify fome of his ideas of the 
holy office, by informing him of all the precau-
tions they prefcribe, that the accufed may not be 
condemned but upon the fulieíl convidtion. 
govern* 
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government becomes more and more 
enlightened, íhould ñ i l l con t inué i n one 
of its tribunals a mode of proceeding, 
the inconveniencies of which have been 
perceived by every modern fyftem of j u -
rifprudence, and wh ich befides is not 
efíential to the end of its in í l i tu t ion . 
W h e n the holy office íha l l publicly pro-
fecute cr imináis , and ñame and confront 
their accufers, when i t íhall allow them 
every means of proving their innocence, 
w i l l its laws be lefs obferved ? or w i l l 
the facred interefts committed to its care 
be lefs attended to ¡ T h e apologifts 
for its prefent coní t i tu t ion w i l l undoubt* 
edly objeél, that the certainty accufers 
have of the fecrecy of their dcpofitions 
encourages others to give farther infor-
mation, wh ich wi thou t fuch a precau-
ción might never be obtained; that 
moft informcrs would be reí t ra ined by 
a falfe íhame , the fear of expoñng 
themfelves to the indignation of the 
public and the refentment of the ac-
cufed, or by fome other motives. Bu t 
would its zeal for the caufe of God make 
i t 
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it apprehend a d imínut ion of the nnrtu 
ber of its jaftifiers ? I w i l l not do i t 
fo much injury as to believe this. Purity 
of faith and refpecl for true religión 
ought certainly to be vigi lar t iy raain-
tained; and an enemy to either merits 
to be puniíber}. Bu t can we imagine 
that gratitude to ,beiiefactors, filial af-
feélion, domeí t ic ñdel i ty , and the cha-
ritable indulgence we owe to our fellow 
creatures are lefs eftimable yirtues in 
the fight of the Supreme Being ? And 
would bis can fe be betrayed, i f lefs 
praife-worthy motives íhouid prevént 
íome accufations. Befides, have not 
other tribunals difierent means of difí 
covering the gnilty ? Are not thoí'e which 
are charged w i t h the profecntion of of-
fenders ínfñcient to take cognizance of 
oífences, and legally to infíicl puni íhment-
on thofe whofe crimes materially arrecí 
the intereft of religión and fociety ? And 
do crimináis of this defcription often 
efcape the hands of juí l ice ? W i t h re-
fpe6l to fuch as would remain undif-
covcred, wi thou t the evidence of w i t -
neíTes, 
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neíTes whofe indignation their aél ions 
inight have excited, what can religión 
gain by their difcovery ? The i r pubJic 
p u n i í h m e n t only makes a whole nation 
acquainted w i t h the ícandal w j i i c h 
otherwife might have been confined to 
a few individuáis . May not thofe whofe 
crimes have, i f I may ufe the expreí í ion, 
none but God for witnefs, be w i t h -
out any i l l confequence left to his 
vengeance, ccrtainly much more j u f t 
and lefs eaíy to elude than tha t o f 
Inwhateverlighfe theferefleaions may 
be confidered, I repeat that , the forms o f 
procedure excepted, the inqui í i t ion may 
at prefent be eíleemed as a model o f 
equity and mildnefs. I t takes every pof-
íible means o f verifying the depofitions 
ít receives. 
Le t i t not be faid that the refentment 
of a fecret enemy is fufficient to pro-
Voke its rigours. I t condemns not upon 
the evidence o f one accufer, ñ o r w i t h -
out 
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out diícuífing the proofs o f the accufa-
tions. Serious and repeated crimes are 
neceíTary to incur its cenfures; wh ich , 
w i t h a l i t t le circumfpeaion i n words 
and condu6l relativa to rel igión, are 
eafily to be efcaped, and men may live 
as l i t t le moleí led i n Spain as in any 
other country i n Europe. T h e indifcrete 
zeal of fome of the commiflaries of the 
i nqu iñ t i on , difturbs, indeed, i n fome 
places, the quiet of the inhabitants, by 
entering their houfes to confifcate pie-
tures efteemed too licentious, or prohi -
bited books ; but this zeal is moftly re-
prefíed, either by the court or the grand 
inquifitor, who , i n the prefent reign, 
has always been a learned and prudent 
prelate, 
I was informed at Cádiz, that fome 
French merchants, having received a 
c o n ñ g n m e n t of leather from one of our 
manufaclories, were much alarmed at 
feeing the officers o f the inquiüt ion 
enter their houfes. Thefe deñred to fee 
the leather newly arrived, and having 
obferved 
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obferved that i t bore the image of the 
holy v i rg in , wh ich was the mark o f 
the manufaé lu re , exclaimed againí l the 
profanation. They remarked that the 
leather being intended to make íhoes , 
the image of the Mother o f Chr i f t ran 
the hazard o f being trodden under foot, 
and therefore confifcated i t . T h e afFair 
was referred to the fupreme tr ibunal at 
Madrid. T h e merchants, much alarm-
ed, had recourfe to the court, by means 
of their ambaífador. T h e court and the 
t r ibunal received the complaint i n the 
manner i t merited. T h e officers of the 
inqu iñ t ion were enjoined not to mole í l 
í l rangers under fuch tr i f ing pretexts, 
and the merchants recovered their lea-
ther wi thou t farther trouble. 
O n other occafions, ílill more recent, 
the mini í ter and the grand inqu iñ to r 
himfelf, have prote6led the inhabi-
tants againí l the cavils o f the fubal-
terns of the holy office. I n a city of A n -
dala üa they attempted to give d i í i u rb -
anee to a French hou íe , becaufe they 
. , were 
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were P ro te í l an t s ; and when i t was ob-
ferved to them that the Eng l i íh and other 
northern nations were tolerated inSpain, 
notwitbf tanding they were heredes, they 
anfwered, that tbe Catholic religión was 
the only one in France. T h e caufe, 
however, of this perfecuted houfe was 
no íoone r brought before the court than 
i t was gained. 
I n fine, though we íhould admit that 
bigotry is more prevalent i n the pro-
vinces than i n the capital, no great i n -
conveniencies can ever arife from i t ; 
becaufe the fentences of the provincial 
tribunals have no forcé u n t i l they have 
obtained the fan í l ion of that of Madrid, 
w h i c h , on that account, bears the ñame 
o f Suprema, Beíides, the court feruti-
nizes more ftriélly than ever the pro-
ceedings o f the holy office, and certakily 
not w i t h an intention of increañng its 
feverity. 
I t was enaclcd, i n 1784, that when 
the office íhould have fmiílied the pro-
fecution 
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fecution o f any grandee of Spain, any 
of his majeíly's minifters, any officers 
in the army, member o f a t r ibunal , or 
any perfon i n place, the whole proceed-
ings íhou ld be laid before the k i n g to 
be revifed and examined. By this law 
the principal perfons i n the kingdom 
have obtained an additional fecurity 
againí l the arbitrary rigours o f the 
holy office. I t is to be regretted, tha t 
i t was calculated to defend thofe w h o 
cannot want pro teé l ion rather t han 
thofe whofe obfcurity frequently renders 
their complaints ineíFeélual, and w h o 
confequently are expoled to be unjuft ly 
treated w i t h more impunity. But the 
people are almoít every where oppreffed, 
or forgotten, by the laws, becaufe they 
have no part i n framing them. 
T h e holy office to this day receives a 
certain tax from each veífel that arrives 
in any of the ports of Spain, i n confe-
quence of the examination i t is autho-
rized to makc, i n order to fee that the 
veífel contains nothing that may be 
oíFen-
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offenñve to religión. T h e íearch has 
for a long time been neglecled, bu t the 
duty is ftill paid to the office. Were 
this the only complaint againft the i n -
quif i t ion, we íhouid eafily be reconciled 
to i t . 
I íha l l concludc what I have to fay, 
concerning this t r ibunal , w i t h a very 
ílncere wi íh , unaccompanied by any 
fentiment of afperity, that the kings 
o f Spain may believe themfelves fuffi-
cientiy afíured o f the obedience of their 
fubjeóls, the vigilance of thcir temporal 
courts of judicature, and the pious 
zeal of Spani íh prelates, to be con-
vinced the holy office is entirely unne-
ceíTary. 
Before I qui t the fubjeét, I íhal l take 
notice of a political body, which many 
ftrangers confound w i t h the inquií i t ion, 
bu t w h i c h has no other relation w i t h i t 
than their common epithet. 
This 
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Th i s is the holy hermandad, m u c l i 
fpoken óf in Spanilh nové i s ; i t is no 
more than a confraternity, i n different 
parts of the kingdom of Caíl i le , whofe 
only objeél is to watch over the fafety 
of the countiy by purfuing and appre-
hending thofe w h o d i í turb the pnblic 
peace. I t is íubordinate to the c o u n c ü 
of Caí l i le , from which i t receives its re-
gulations. One o f the í t r ié leí l is tha t 
which prevents its jur i fd ic l ion from ex-
tending to cities. T h e principal detach-
ments from i t are at Toledo, Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Tala vera. 
I n fol lowing the plan I had laid clown 
for myfelf, I have begun w i t h the inte-
rior admini í l ra t ion o f Spain, and the 
council o f Caí l i le , w h i c h naturally leads 
to the admini í l ra t ion o f ju í l ice , to le-
giílation, and by thefe to the t r ibunal 
of the holy office. I íhal i next take a 
view of the different councils of the 
monarchy : wh ich w i l l enable the reader 
to form a proper idea of the conftitution 
of the kingdom. 
VOL. I . A a The 
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T h e council o f finances, l ike 
council of Caíl i le , is divided in to feveral 
chambers: 
T h e Sala, or chamber de Govierno, 
charged w i t h the adminiftration of f i -
nances. 
T h e chamber de Jujlkia, wh i ch judges 
proceííes, and has cognizance of every 
t h i n g relating to the farmers o f the re-
venue, cont raé lors and fmugglers. It 
is alfo the t r ibunal for thole whofe 
caufes are referred to the council of 
finance. 
T h e Sala de Millones, for every thing 
that relates to taxes and impoí l s , 
T h e Sala de la Unica contribución? of 
w h i c h I íhal l fpeak more ful ly hereT 
after, the buñnefs of w h i c h is to com-
pile a univerfal regií ler o f Spain. 
L a í l l y , the Contaduría Mayor, or cham-
ber of accounts, w h i c h examines the 
accounts o f the treafurers of the army 
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and navy, all leafes and contraas be-
tween the k ing and his fubjeéts, and the 
accounts o f ftate creditors; but its de-
cifions muft receive the fana ion of the 
juí l ice chambcr o f the council of finance. 
T h i s muft not be confounded w i t h 
the Contaduría de Valores, a particular 
office^ the fun^ions o f wh ich are t o 
keep an account o f al l the rents i n the 
kingdom, and the favours and privileges 
granted by the k i n g to cities and com 
munities. 
T h e royal treafure is kept by t w o 
general t rea íurers , members of the coun-
cil of finances, who are alternately i n 
office for a year, under the infpeaion 
of the counc i l ; three general dire^ors 
of rents w h o attend to their receipts, 
and have under them the colleaors, 
and commiíí ioners o f duties, and their 
numerous fifcal agents. 
I h 1714, Phi l ip V . fubí l i tu ted the i m -
mediate receipt inítead of the farm for 
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al l interior as wel l as cu í tom-houfe re-
venues. But at the end of two years, 
the oíd method was again adopted ; the 
council of finalices left the colleétion of 
duties upen merchandize to commif-
fioners, but again farmed out the inte-
rior taxes. Th i s form exiíted un t i l 1742, 
T h e people fufíered by i t w i t h the im-
patience excitad by evils, wh ich pro-
cecd not immediately from the power to 
w h i c h thcy are obliged to be fubjeéb 
T h e farmers were oppreffive i n order to 
extort from them exact accounts of 
their property, and tax i t accordingly. 
Reprefentations were made to Philip 
the F i f t h , wh ich í la ted all the irregu-
larities in the collcát ion. T h e repre-
fentation of 1734, may .be found in the 
Ecommca política de Zabala ', and i n the 
infti tute of D o n Mar t in de Loynaz, 1747. 
I t is neceííary to read thefe to be con-
vinced, that w h ere ver there are men 
there are abufes alfo, and to be lefs 
fenüble of thofe to wh ich we are wi t -
neíics or victims, 
Cam-
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Campillo, however, who liad pañed 
through al l the offices of admin i í t ra t ion , 
and who poíTefíed firmnefs and exten-
ñve knowledge, had freqnently aíked 
the Spani íh farniers-general what they 
gained by their farms : aecording to their 
own accounts, they were con í l an t ly 
lofers. Campillo, determined to learn 
the t r n t h , fuddenly put fix of the 
twenty-two provinces, of wh ich Caít i le 
is compofed, in to commiíTion. T h e 
marquis de la En íenada extended this 
meaíure to fourteen others, i n 1747, 
and fince that time al l the finances o f 
Spain, w i t h a few exceptions, have been 
managed by commiííioners, 
T w o years afterwards Ferdinand V I . 
adopted a prqjecl wh ich had often been 
agita te d i n Spain, that o f reducing 'a l l 
the impoí ts to one, or at leaft of con-
verting into one contribution thofe 
which form what are calíed provincial 
rents, and produce about th i r ty- four or 
thir ty-f ivc millions of livres (or about a 
mii l ion and a ha l f fterling). I n 1749, 
A a 3 an 
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an order appeared, w h i c h eftabliíhed 
a particular commiflion for this purpofe, 
and provided that al l refearches, decía-
rations and verifications í hou ld be made 
at the king's expence. T h e commiflion 
took the ñ a m e of Sala de ¡a Unica Con-
iribucion. I t employs t h i r t y thoufand 
perfons, and its annual expence is up-
wards ofthree millions of l ivres( i25oool) 
I t m u í l be allowed, not always to make 
comparifons to our difadvantage, that 
the reverles of our ceconomifts upon a 
fingle impo í l have not been fo ex-
peníive* , 
U n t i l the operations of t l i is chamber, 
o f w h i c h the pubjic has no grcat opinión, 
íha l l have anfwered the purpofe for 
w h i c h fo much care and money have 
been applied, the defe6live form of the 
chamber of finances w i l l remain; the 
people fu fíe r by i t , and good citizens 
loudly complain; but the fovereigns of 
the prefent family, a l though at different 
times aflifted by able minifters, have 
not yet been able to find a remedy. 
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T h e finances o f Spain are divided 
into two clafíes, wh ich compofe a lmoí l 
ail the revenues o f the k i n g : General 
Reñís and Provincial Reñís, 
T h e firíl arife from duties paid at the 
frontiers upon merchandize entering or 
going out of the k ingdom. T h e duties 
are different w i t h re ípeél to ñame and 
rate i n different provinces. I n thofe 
where the Moors iongeí l reñded, they 
have preferved the Arabian ñ a m e A l -
mojarifazgo, i i r í l given to a cu í lom-houfe 
duty that has been fucceíTively increafed, 
and upon w h i c h the Spaniards have 
fpeculated more or lefs advantageouí ly 
wi th commercial nations. I t is ñ i l i 
known by the fame ñame i n the Canary 
iflands, where i t produces to the k i n g 
üx per cent, upon al l merchandize. 
I n moft of the other provinces i t has 
^een increafed by degrees to fifteen per 
cent, upon every article of importat ion 
or exportation. 
A a 4 ^ l o 
360 T H E P R E S E N T S I T A T E 
I n Catalpnia, the duties of exporta-
t ion and importation, received by the 
k i n g , are not four per cent, ad valovem. 
A l t h o n g h the frontier of Navarre, on 
the fide of Franco, be free, a duty is 
nevér thelé is paid there of five per cent 
upen every commodity w h i c h has paíTed 
i t to enter, and three and a Jialf for what^ 
ever is to go beyond i t . 
There is another fpecies of duty upon 
the frontiers of Portugal, w h i c h are 
called Puertos fecos, dry ports. Accord-
ing to a t an f niade out i n 1668, a duty 
pf twelve and t h r e e - í o u r t h s per cent, is 
there required upon a l l kinds pf mer-
chandize. 
Plence i t already appears, that the fi» 
nances of France are not the only ones 
wh ich are complicated, different i n dif-
ferent places, fu 11 of exceptions, and ex-
pofed to the caprice of t h o í e who collecl 
the impoí ls . W h a t I have mentioned 
is 
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ís bnt a í l ight íketch of the complication 
pf thofe of Spairió 
Befides thefe general laws whicb ex* 
tend to the greateí l part of merchandizes 
there are feveral articles, fuch as cacao, 
chocolate, fugar and paper, wh ich pay 
particular duties, 
The whoie produce of the general 
rents when they were farmed did not 
amount to fix millions and a ha l f of livres 
(about 270000!.) A few years after they 
were put into commiffion they produced 
ten millions - (above 400000 L) and have 
fin ce increafed. I n 1776. they produced 
about thirteen millioas ( 5 S 0 0 0 0 a n d 
fomething more than eleven ( i ^ o o o o L ) 
i n 1777. 
There are fome other duties w h i c h 
may be included i n the general rents, 
al though difterently coileited, and their 
produce enters not the lame cheft; 
füph are 
The 
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T h e duties of the office of healfh, firft 
eftabliíhed at Cádiz, and ñnce extended 
to the other fea ports o f the k i n g . 
dom. 
T h e duties of the grand admiral, which 
were appropriated to the treafury by 
Ferdinand V . i n 1748, 
T w o other duties, one under the ñame 
o f Lanzas, the other of Medias Amatas, 
D e m i annates or h a l f firft fruits. T h e 
ü r í l is an annual contribution paid by 
a l i the grandees of Spain, and every c i -
tizen honoured w i t h a t i t le of Caílile, 
For thefe i t was fixed at nine hundrcd 
livres (37I. ios.) T h e duty o f Medias 
Amatas is paid at each defcent of the 
dignity o f grandee or t i t le of Caíti le, 
and may be eí l imated at íive thoufand 
Uve hundred livres (230L) once paid, 
I t is alio levied upon a l l employments 
on entering upon which oaths are taken, 
and confifts i n ha l f the falary of 011© 
year. I know not the exa6l amount of 
thefe two duties united, T h e rent of 
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*wooh9 wh ich is the duty paid upon their 
going out of the kingdom i n proportion 
to their quality and the nature o f the 
di.ftriél i n w h i c h they areproduced ; and 
wh ich fince the year 1558, when i t was 
í i r í l levied, has been at various times augr 
mented. T h e farmers did not give three 
millions o f livres for i t ; but at prefent 
i t produces alnnoít fix. 
T h e produce from the fale o f fa l t i 
wh i ch is exclufively fold for the king's 
account, i n the provjnces of the crown 
of Arragon, as wel i as i n thofe o f Caftile 
at twcnty- two riáis a fanegue, taken 
at the falt-pits, about ¿ v e fols and a 
ha l f (2id.) a meafure, wh ich weighs 
from íixty to eighty pounds, makes a fe« 
párate article i n the finalices. of Spain, 
The price of falt is uniform throughout 
the kingdom, fome drawback hov/ever 
is granted in the fea-ports i n favour o f 
falting proviñons . T h e dry falt-pits, 
and thofe of Andalufia, are not fufficient 
for the national confumption, on wh ich 
account great quantities o f falt are 
brought 
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brougbt from Portugal. Th i s is dií lr i-
bnted to the people every fix months, 
and the firft quantity is not paid for xmtil 
tbe delivery of the fecond. Seizures and 
executions are rare i n Spain w i t h refpeét 
to f a l t ; and the nnpi ty ing avidity of the 
treafury dees not there oppofe the deíign 
of natnre which has given to the inha-
bitants of the earth this artiele of firíl 
necefíity i n abundance, and in íended not 
tha t they íhou ld ñ n d i n i t one of the 
fonrees of opprefíion under which they 
groan. For thefe rea íbns , the reve-
nue from falt is not confidcrable; i t 
fcarcely exceeds four m i l i ion s, wh ich is 
not the tenth part o f what i t produces 
i n F ian ce, notwithftanding the popula-
t ion of this k ingdom is not more than 
double that of Spain, 
There is íl i l l a greater difference be-
tween the profits arifing to thefe two 
kingdoms from the exclufive fale of 
tobáceo for the account of the fovereign. 
According to the calculations of Mr . 
Nccker, they amount i n France to one 
hundred 
O F S P A I N , 365 
liundred and twenty-f ix millions of livres 
(5250000I.) I n Spain they fcarcely 
produce twenty mil l ions, (8300001.) 
yet i n the article of fmoaking tobáceo, 
the confumption m u í l be more confider-
able there than i n France. A l l this 
tobáceo is furni íhed by the Portuguefe, 
who procure i t from Brafi l , and the 
Spaniards prefer i t to every other. By 
virtue of the laí l leafe from the court o f 
Spain, the Portuguefe give i t at lefs than 
ten fols (five pence) a pound, and the 
k ing felis i t at ñ x livres (five íh i l l ings) . 
A t the expiration o f the leafe, i f the 
Americans oíFer i t at a lower price, i t 
is faid they may have the preference. 
A U the tobáceo made into fnufF wh ich 
is legally confumed i n Spain, comes 
from the l í l and of Coba. The k i n g 
pays rather dearer for i t than for that 
from Brafil , and felis i t at fix livres a 
pound alfo. However, a l l is not ciear 
profit to the treafury, the falarles o f 
perlbns employed? the expeiice o f fnuíF 
manu-
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manufaé lor ies , écc. w h i c h amount m 
forty fols a pound, m u í l be deduded* 
I t w i l l eafily be imagined that al l to-* 
bacco not fold on the king's account, 
is feverely prohibited ; but i t w i l l fcarcely 
be imagined that the prohibitory law, 
the publication of wh ich is from time to 
t ime repeated, makes the p u n i í h m e n t for 
fel l ing i t , i n certain cafes, deaíL The 
law is as feldom executed as al l others 
w h i c h are too fe veré, and where there is 
frequent temptation to viólate them. 
Great quantities of tobáceo are fmuggled 
in to Spain : and the fellers of i t , by taking 
a guinea a pound for the riíks thcy run 
to gratify the inclination w h i c h men 
always have for whatever is forbidden 
them, are confiderable gainers by itspro-
h ib i t i on . 
There is beñdes a particular tribunal 
w h i c h , under the ñame of Junta del tohaco> 
determines all the caufes relative to the 
duty upon that article, and enforces the 
law 
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law w h i c h prohibits the rafped ( r apé ) 
tobáceo, the ñ a m e by w h i c h tha t no t 
manufa&ured i n Spain is k n o w n , 
T h i s is reduced to a very fine powder 
and afterwards mixed w i t h a fpecies of 
fine earth o f a reddi íh hue w h i c h gives 
i t its colour and oilinefs. 
' ' ... • • • • ( • " i 
W h e n I left Madr id , i t was i n agita-, 
t ion to permit the Spaniards the ufe o f 
rafped tobáceo. I t was calculated tha t 
the treafury would be a gainer by this 
meafure, and tha t i t would be a con-
fiderable faving to the fnufF-takers, now 
expofed to the impofitions o f fmngglers. 
í know not what became of the projeél . 
Spain would have no need of recurring 
to other nations to carry i t into execu-
t ion. She is perhaps the r icheí l of a n j 
in the article o f tobáceo, as wei i as i n 
feveral other refpeas. T h e cul t ivat ion 
of this plant has perfeéliy fucceeded i n 
moí l of her colonies, as i n México, upon 
the coaít of Caracas, and more efpecially 
in Louifiana and Tr in idad , two colonies 
of w h i c h the tobáceo w i l i perhaps one 
day 
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day be preferred to that of every othcr 
country. T h e cultivation of i t ia Méxi -
co was not began before the year 1765. 
I n 1778, the fale of it on tbe king's ac-
count i n that colon y alone prod uced four 
mill ions of piafrres, about twenty mil* 
lions o f livres (above 800000I.) I n 
1784. i t produced upwards of fix m i l -
lions of piaftres; whence, however, 
muft be deducled the expences of cul t i -
vat ion and thofe of col le&ing the duty. 
B u t the mini í te r of the Indies, whofe 
vigilance and activity, fuccefsfully at-
tacks all abufcs, expeóts the m o í l fa-
vourabie effe6b from the reforms of this 
k i n d wh ich he has undertaken. He 
alio propofes to fupply México w i t h the 
tobáceo of Louifiana, w h i c h is better 
and leis dear, and to extend to the reíl 
of Spanilh America, this fource of re-
venues to the royal treafury, w h i c h du-
r ing fo long a time has received nothing 
from thefe extenfive colonies. 
There are alfo bther artieles i n ejianco, 
that is? excluüvely fold for the king's 
account. 
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account. Thefe are, brandy*, lead, 
gunpowder, cards, Spani íh wax and 
í tamped paper. I omit other l i t t le local 
dudes, the particulars of wh ich would 
carry me beyond the limits I have pre-
fcribed myfelf i n this work. 
But the moí l reprehenfible part o f the 
taxes of Spain is the fecondof the claíTes, 
into which we at firíl divided them, the 
provincial rents : a fpecies of impoft wh ich 
chiefly falling upon the confumption of 
the m o í l neceffary articles, burdens 
the people, and is one of the greateí t 
obftacles to induí l ry . 
Government is indeed convinced o f 
the impropriety ; but i t proceeds from 
* Brandy and other fpirituous liquors are not 
properly in cjlanco. The fale of them has been 
ft'ee throughout the kingdom fince 1746 ; but the 
íbllovving ycar the council propoíed to eftabliíh a 
magazine for the king's account, and moíl peo-
ple prefer purchafing there becaufe the liquors are 
better and cheapef. 
VOL, 1. B b . circum-
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circumftances whicb i t would be neceíTary 
to change at the fame time that i t was 
removed; the continual urgency of 
í la te neceffities, lias never permitted go-
vernment to r i ík the fafety of its re-
venues by experiments w h i c h might 
créate confufion, or be of doubtful fuc-
cefs. T o produce fuch revolutions, fa-
vourable conjunélures would be necef-
fary, and a fovereign and minifters who 
íhou ld not be alarmed at the clamours 
ever excited by innovations, and who, 
after having chofen from different fyf-
tems that beít adapted to the happinefs 
of the people, and the leaí l oíFenfive to 
received prejudices, íhou ld have fuffi-
cient refolution and coní tancy to intro-
duce i t í lowly, wi thou t violent eíForts; 
and finally, who not too eager to enjoy 
the fruits of their labour, would not fa-
crifice to the vain pleafure of producing 
a great revolution, the advantage of 
eíteéling one both durable and folid. 
But this un ión of circumftances cannot 
but 
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b ü t be very rare i tí Spain as well as i n 
other countries. 
I n the mean time the fubje6ts of the 
Spaniíh monarchy are expofed to a m o í l 
de í t ruf t ive l íyftem of taxation. T h e 
provincial rents are, F i r í l , the produce 
o f a duty upon wine, o i l , meat, vinegar, 
candles, &c. T h e firíl time this was 
levied was i n the year 1590. Phi l ip I L 
overwhelmed by the weight o f the 
ruinous enterprifes to which he* was 
impelled by his ambition, propofed i t to 
the Cortes, who confented upon con-
ditions, moí l of which have been vio-
lated. , Th i s grant, wh ich has ñnce 
been renewed every fix years, has had 
different aügmenta t ions , called the fer-
vices of the Millones, becaufe i t was for a 
certain number o f mil l ionsof ducats tha t 
they were made. This impoí l is colieéled 
in two modes, eithcr immediately by 
the commifíloners of financc, or by way 
of fubfcript ion; encabezamientos* 
B b 2 T h e 
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T h e fecond method has only the ad-
vantage of d imini íh ing the number of 
perfons employed by the treafury ; but 
i t is i n reality more oppreííive to the 
people. The d iñr ibu t ion of the fum for 
which many cities, boroughs, and com-
munities have fubfcribed is arbitrarily 
made by the magií l racy of each, who 
eítabli íh a public magazine or warehoufe 
{ahajio) where individuáis are obliged to 
purchafe by retail the articles fubjeél to 
the duty. T h e lower cía fíes of people 
who cannot, l ike perfons in eafy circum-
ftances, lay i n a ftock, feel al l the weight 
of this odious policy. The i r houfes are 
fearched to fee that they confume no-
th ing but what they purchafe from the 
a b a ñ o ; henee arife oppreííive profecu-
tions, w h i c h fometimes double to thofe 
leaí l able to aíFord i t their proportion 
of the fum the city or community to 
wh ich they belong has fubfcribed ; fo 
trne i t is, that the powerful are every 
where favoured at the expon ce of the 
weak. 
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weak, wh i l f t the ftate gains nothing by 
the oppreffion of the latter. 
Secondly. T h e provincial rents alfo 
c p n ñ í l o f the aleábale, a duty paid upon 
the fale o f al l moveables and immove-
abies. 
T h i s was firft granted by the Cortes, 
i n 1342. I t was then but a twentieth o f 
the th ing fold. I n 1349, i t was increafed 
to a ten th , and rendered perpetual. I n 
the ñ x t e e n t h century i t received four 
additions, each an hundredth pa r t ; 
whence they received the ñame of Cientos* 
Thefe two dudes united, and col-
leáted together uiider the common de-
nominations of aleábale y cientos, ought 
therefore, í t r i a i y fpeaking, to amount to 
fourteen per cent, but they vary i n 
different cities and provinces according 
to the privileges granted by the íbvereign, 
which i n fome places have entirely fu-
perfeded t h e m ; and they are no where 
levied to their u tmof l extent, which 
B b 3 how-
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however does not prevent their being 
b u r t h e n í b m e to commerce and induí l ry . 
T h i r d l y . T h e tercias reales are an-
other impoí l jo in t ly coll@¿led w i t h the 
provincial rents ; they are the two-
ninths wh ich the court of Rome, ir^ 
1^74, permitted the kings of Spain to 
receive upon al l the tenths of their 
k ingdom. They are received i n k ind 
from the produce o f the earth, and af-
tcrwards fold for the king's account, 
T h i s impoí l fcarcely produces fifteen 
hundred thoufand livres, (62500L) and 
would be fufceptibie of a confiderable 
augmentation, did not government, in 
colleóting i t , t r u í l to the unfaithfui 
ftatements of the eccleñaítical offices, 
Four th ly . T h e ordimry and extraor-
dlnary fervice, and its Jifteenth in the thou-
fand, is a fpecies of tax paid by the ig-
noble only, who in Spain are known by 
the denomination of efíado general. \t is 
colleéted w i t h the aleábale y cientos, ac-
pprding to an aíTeíTment made by the 
t r ibu-
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tribunal s, i n proportion to the knowa 
property of each of the contributors. 
F i f th ly . There is an impoí l up-
on the fale of fonda and barilla, w i t h 
fome other particular taxes, wh ich can-
not be enumerated i n this 'general ac-
count, 
Laf t ly , The duties o f entry into 
Madrid form another fource o f revenue 
for the k i n g ; they are at prefent farmed 
out to the community of Gremios, atfeven 
millions and a ha l f of reals. A l l the 
interior contributions of the provinces 
of the crown of Caftile produce about 
thir ty-four or thir ty-five millions of 
livres Tournois (or fomewhat above one 
mil l ion four hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling). The provinces of the crown 
of Arragon have another form of taxa-
t ion, and have no provincial rents, 
fuch as tho íe of which we have 
fpoken. 
B b 4 They 
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They are happily exempt from the 
aleábale, the place of which is there 
íupplied by equivalent duties ; they pay 
ene general contribution, which each 
city, borough, and community aíTeíTes 
proportionately on its inhabitants. As 
fome of thefe provinces were the laíl to 
acknowiedge the authority of Phi l ip Y , 
that monarch, to pun i íh their obílinacy, 
deprived them of a part of their p r i -
vileges, and eítabliilied a form of taxa-
t ion difFerent from that of the crown of 
Caílile. But his intention was evaded ; 
and, in fact, they are better treated in 
this refpecl than the reft of the king-
dom. 
Catalonia, which more than any other 
province, had provoked the monarch's 
refentment, was fubjeéted to a regifter 
in which all t i le lands were underva-
lued and taxed at eight per cent, upon 
the rents arifing from t h e m ; but they 
fcarcely pay more than one per cent, 
upon the real amount. T o this regifter 
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was added, a tax upon induftry, w h i c h 
Hot being arbitrarily aííeíTed, is not bur-
thenfome, and this double taxation is 
not prejudicial either to agriculture or 
induftry in Catalonia. 
T h e provinces of the crown of Arra-
gon are befides fubjeét, like thofe of Caf-
t i le , to the impoft called tercias reaks, 
and obliged to take, at a fixed price, the 
articles falt, tobáceo, lead, &c. wh ich are 
fold for the king's account. 
They are alfo equally fubjeél to the 
bul í of the cruíade. T h e primitive ob-
jeél of this bu l l was to grant indulgen-
cies to thofe Spaniards who l l iou ld con-
tribute, either by perfonal fervice or fub-
feription, to fupport the war againft the 
infidels. T h e produce o f the bu l l is 
ftill empioyed in the fame manner, fin ce 
the Spani íh monarchs who receive i t are 
obliged to apply i t to the fupport of their 
fortreífes and garrifons upon the coaíl 
of Africa. Un t i l the reign of Ferdinand 
Y l . this grant o f the court of Rome 
was 
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was to be renewed every five years; a 
fubjeétion o f the inconvenience of 
w h i c h Phi l ip V . was íufficiently fenfi-
ble, on three diíFerent occañons , when 
his quarrels w i t h the holy fee pre-
vented h i m from obtaining a renewal 
o f the bnlL I t .was not u n t i l the com-
paó l of 1753, that i t was made per-
petual : ñnce that time i t has become 
a conftant fource o f revenue to the 
treafury; and i f Spain, influenced by 
motives of policy and humanity, íhou ld 
become reconciled to every infidel na-
t i o n , as íhe has been under the pre-
fent reign to the Ottoman Port, the 
emperor of Morocco, and more re-
cently to the regency of Algiers, this 
tax, though incapable of being ap-
plied to the purpofe for which i t was 
originally eí labli íhed, would not the 
lefs cont inué to be levied. 
T h e price o f the b u l l is fixed at 
twenty-one quartos, about fourteen or 
fifteen fols (yd. or 74d.) N o Catholic 
i n Spain can difpenfe w i t h buying i t 
w i t h -
O F S P A I N . m 
without having his ortliodoxy fufpeéled. 
Provided w i t h this b u l l , befides the i n -
dulgences annexed to i t , he has the l i -
berty of eating meat w i t h the confent of 
his phyíician and confefíbr, as alfo to 
eat eggs and m i l k , on faíl days, and 
during Lent , 
T h i s fpecies o f voluntary taxation is 
received by a magií l rate who bears the 
t i t le of Commtjfary-general of the Cruzada % 
i t produces to the k ing fomething more 
than four millions and a hal f of üvres 
( 1 8 7 5 0 0 I ) . 
T h e clergy are not exempt from i t , 
ño r is this the only tax they pay. 
I n the firít place, they are i n part 
fubjeét to that of millones; but to this i t 
is necefíary the pope íhou ld confent 
every ñ x years by a brief. As there are 
many places wherc feparate acconnts are 
not kept for eccleliaftics, they pay the 
whole tax i n common w i t h the l a i ty ; 
but the confumption wh ich each eccle-
fiaílic 
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íiaílic makes i n wine, o i l and other ar-
ticles fubjeél to the millones, is carefully 
eí l imated and always in their favour. I n 
this manner a calculation is made of what 
they ought to pay of the tax, and they 
are reimburfed w h ate ver they have paid 
above this eítimation* 
B u t as, i n m o í l cafes, fa6l always 
differs a l i t t le from r ight , the clergy pay 
next to nothing of the millones, i n the 
fmaller dií lr iéls where they eafily ac-
cjnire a pre-eminence, and the weight 
of the tax naturally falls upon the body 
o f the people. 
There is another impofl called Sub-
Jidio, to w h i c h ecclefiaítics are alfo 
fubjeól. 
Bu t the greateí l contribution levied 
npon them is the efenfado, which is alfo 
denominated cafa dezmera, tenthed houfe, 
becaufe i t confiíls i n the r ight granted 
by the holy fee to the kings of Spain, 
to appropnate to themfelves the moft 
advan-. 
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advantageous tenth of each parií l i , as 
well of the crown of Caftile as that of 
Arragon. 
Th i s contributlon, were i t exaélly le-
vied and colleéted, would bring a very 
confiderable fum to the Spani íh treafury, 
but i t has been made an objeél o f fpecu-
iation and fubfcription, w h i c h has con-
fiderably dimini íhed its produce. Under 
the reign of Ferdinand V I . a refolution 
was taken to difcover what i t really 
would produce, and for. this purpofe i t 
was for lome years managed by commif-
ñoners . But before fufficient informa-
tion was obtained, the marquis of Squi-
lace, coming to the admini í l ra t ion o f 
finan ees almoft at the fame time tha t 
Charles 111. afcended the throne, was too 
much in baile to farm i t . T h e Junto 
charged w i t h the plan of one only i m -
poft, had pro ved i n a memoir prefented 
in 1756, that for the crown of Caíti le 
i t might be ftated at four millions o f 
livres Tournois ; neverthelefs the m i n i -
fter of fin anees farmed out, at three m i l -
lions 
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üons, the whole o f the efcufado, to the 
Corporation o f merchants at Madrid, 
commonly called the Gremios; and íince 
then a part o f the clergy have obtained a 
power o f managing i t on the í r own ac» 
count, w i t h wh ich privilege they were 
allowed an abatement of one-third. 
Notwithf tanding thefe reftriélions, if 
we obferve that the tercias reales are 
ítiil an impoí t , and at the fame time re-
coi leét , that the kings o f Spain have 
the power of granting penfions npon 
ail benefices, even to a t h i r d of their 
produce, we íhal l find there is little 
foundation for the afíertion, that the 
Spani íh clergy do not c o n t á b a t e to the 
expences o f government. 
I t may be imagined, that Spani íh Ame-
rica is one great fource of revenue to the 
royal treafury, but hi therto its produce 
has been but trifíing. 
For a long time the expences o f the 
admini í t ra t ion of thefe immenfe colo-
nies 
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nies were not defrayed by the revenues 
they prodnced ; and i t is only fince the 
adminiftration o f M . de Calvez that 
México has yielded a furplus by the eí la-
b l i íhment o f the farm o f tobáceo. 
A l l the duties and contributions, o f 
wh ich I have given a fummary account, 
produced i n 1776, no more than one 
hundred and ten millions of üvres (up-
wards o f four millions and a ha l f íler» 
l i ng ) and not even that fum the fol low-
ing years; and i t is faid, the national 
expence conftantly exceeds the receipt. 
The minifter is endeavouring to find the 
moft fure and leaft burthenfome means 
of fupplying the deficieney, and o f ere-
ating a fmking fund for the debts o f 
Spain. 
For although the debt o f this k i n g -
dom be not fo great as thofe of France 
or England, i t yet amounts to a very 
confiderable fum. 
l a 
384 T H E P R E S E N T S T A T E 
I n the firíl place, the fovereigns of 
the Bourbon family inherited from thofe 
of the houfe of Auftria, the debts called 
Juros, wh ich , however, beár but a mo-
dérate intereft. Th i s is a charge to the 
í ta te of about five millions of livres 
(2080001.) the payment of which is 
made from different branches of the 
revenue. 
Phi l ip V . left, as We have obferved, 
debts to the amount of forty-five m i l -
lions of piaftres, or upwards of a hundred 
and fixty millions of livres Tonrno í s 
(above fix mi l l ion and a ha l f fterling)^ 
A t his death, Ferdinand V I . his fon 
and fucceííbr, an equitable and a pious 
prince, terrified at fo enormous a bor-
den, and heí i ta t ing between the fear of 
making the ítate fupport i t , and the 
fcruple of depriving the creditors of their 
r i g h t , aíTembled a j un to , compofed of 
b i íhops , miniílers and¡lawyers, and pro-
pofed to them the following queftion; 
Is a klng obliged to dlfcharge the debts of his 
jpndecejor f W i l l i t be believed, that i t 
was 
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was decidid i n tHé négat ive , linder the 
pretence that the í tate was a patrimony 
of wh ich the fovereign had but the tem-
porary ufe, and that he was anfwerable for 
no engagements but his own ? This deci-
íion, equally contrary to reafon, juftice 
and policy, qnieted the eonfcience of the 
monarch, and legalized in his eyes that 
which was a real bankruptcy. T h e pay-
ments of the debts of Spain were entirely 
fufpended. 
Fe rd inañd V I . carried his inconñde-
ra te ceconomy ftili fur then His deter-
mination had given a mortal blow to 
the credit of the nation. W h o l l y em-
ployed i n making favings, he fuffered 
every branch of admini í t ra t ion to lan-
g u i í h ; the army, fortreíTes and coló-
nies were negleéled. W h e n Charles I I I . 
afcended the throne i n 1759, he found 
i n the royal coffers upwards of a h u n -
dred and íixty-five millions o f livres 
tournois. T h e new fovereign, more de-
licate in his fcruples than his prede-
ceílbr, thought i t incumbent on h im to 
repair the fatal omiíiion of Ferdinañd V I . 
VOL. I . C e i n 
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I n 1761, he paid fix per cent, o f the ca-
pi tal due from Phi l ip V . but beginning 
w i t h his own lubje6ls, who were ere* 
ditors, he put oíF foreigners u n t i l a l l the 
Spaniíh debts íhou ld be difeharged. This 
was treating his íubjeéls as a good fa-
ther of a family would his chi ldren; 
but i t was, perhaps, at the fame time 
deí l roying all the fources o f foreign cre-
dit i n future. I n modern times, when 
war coíts more money than men, when 
great enterprizes frequently require pro-
digious fums, what ftate can fupply its 
own wants ? Spain continued for five 
years to pay fix per cent, i n diminution 
of her capital debt. 
I n 1767, the dividend was redüced to 
four per cent. T h e following year fif-
teen millions of livres were dií lr ibnted 
among the home creditors; and in 1769, 
the expences of the ftate were ib in* 
creafed as to neceffitate a íiiípenfion of 
further dividends; an interruption 
• w h i c h gave the finilliíng ftroke to the 
credit of governmcnt. W h i l f t I was in 
Spain, people were glad to fell their 
claims 
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tlaims at a lofs of eighty per cent. H o w -
éver, there aré fome opportunities o f 
difpofing of them to greater advantage, 
Foreigners or fubjeas, treating w i t h go-
vernnient upen any enterprize i t meaned 
tb favour, have paffed a certain portiori 
of them át par. They afe, nioreover,, 
received i n payment of tíie medias an-
natás-, but, except- i n thefe particular 
cafes, the claims lipón Phi l ip V . are aí-
ínoí l df nd valué i tHey bear no interefr, 
and the entire l iquidat ióh o f them, i f 
ever i t íhou ld take place, can only be 
confidéred as very d i í lan t . Th i s is a 
t r u t h , of wh i ch tliofe o f my coün t ry -
men who have or may ha ve any con-
cern w i t h them, cannot be too much 
convinced. D u r i n g my abode in Spaih, 
I had fufficient p toof of this by feveral 
unfuccefsful attempts, and was ivitnefs to 
the unfavourable iífue of thofe made by 
others. A circumftarice related to me 
by perfons worthy of credit w i l l be fuf-
ficient to prove what I have aífertech 
One of the valets de chambre of Louís 
X V . was a holder of one of thefe fecu-
C c 2 ritics. 
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rities, and imagined he might p r o ñ t h y 
the favour íhewn h i m by the k ing to 
obtain an exception. Louis X V . wrote 
w i t h his own hands to Charles I I I . re-
que í l ing he would grant i t ; but the 
Spani íh monarch anfwered the k i n g his 
confín, w h o m he liad always profeíTed 
to love w i t h particular tendernefs, that 
he was obiiged to refufe his reqneii, 
ieaíl he íhon ld give an example which 
might produce too many ñmilar de-
mands and importunities. 
I t is not that the Spaniíl i government 
does not perceive the moral and political 
inconvenience of thus depriving the pof-
feílors o f thefe claims of their righty 
br that i t totally rejecls the idea of one 
day fatisfying their demands. But the 
neceffities of the í la tc , confiderably in -
creaíed by the enormous expences of the 
late war, hate not hkher to permitted 
k to adopt proper mcafures. I n 1783, 
government endeavoured w i t h this view 
to open a loan of a hundred and eighty 
miilions of rcals, or about ñve millions 
of 
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o f livres (about two hundred thoufand 
pounds). One o f the conditions of 
which loan was; that the claims upon 
Phi l ip V . íhould be received to the 
amount of a t h i r d of the íubfcript ion. 
Th i s , however, did not raife the valué 
o f the claims fo much as was expeclcd ; 
the credit o f ña tes refembles the human 
body, an ii iftant may deftroy either, but 
much time is required to give them 
ftrength and maturi ty. T h e loan which 
was fuppofed to be oífcred upon advan-
tageous terms, tempted but very few 
per íons to fubfcribe, A t the beginning 
of the year 1785, i t had fcarcely pro-
duced threc millions of l iv res ; and i t was 
foon afterwards clofed. Foreigners who 
would have been glad to make advantage 
of their claims, were deterrcd by the 
confideration that rthey m u í l riík a ca-
pital double the fum of that they wii l ied 
to recover. T h e loan, in fací, recalled 
to their memory the lofs they had ai-
read y fuftained. Few were wi l l i ng to 
expofe themfelves to the fame hazard 
again, notwilhftanding the diffcrence o f 
C c 3 times. 
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times, and the reafons which might now 
be adduced for their better fecurity. 
T h e Spani íh nation i tfelf is, i n gene* 
ra l , fufpicious, and does not refemble 
thofe which the fpiri t of í lock-jobbing 
keeps in a continual fermentation. I t 
prefcrs a modérate gain to the hazardous 
fpeculations fo eagerly adppted in fome 
other countries ; and is more than any 
other nation attached to its ancient ha-
bits and cu í loms . For a long time paít? 
far from bcing tempted by fpreign fpe-
culations, i t had confined its confidence 
to the company of merchants at Ma-
dr id , known by the ñame of Gremios? 
of w h i c h we have already had occafion 
to fpeak. The treafure of the Gre-
mios is a k ind of pubiic bank, i n whicl} 
individuáis may place their money at 
the modérate intereí l of two and a half 
and three per cent, 
T h e foundation of the confídence it 
inlpires, is the conftant fupport which 
govcrnment has given the Gremios, and 
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t i ie regularity w i t h which they havé 
always paid the in tere í l of the capital 
in their hands ; and although they may 
have hazarded fpeculations beyond their 
ability, and government is continuaily 
in advance to them, nothing hkher to 
has íhaken their credit. They hold , as 
we have obferved, the farm of the en-
tering duties at Madrid , and that of the 
efcufado: they are concerned i n the 
principal manufaclories i n the kingdom, 
and formerly liad the viélual l ing the 
army by commifílon. T h e government, 
which has frequently had recourfe to 
them i n cafes of necefíity, has long con-
ñdered their bank as the chicf pillar of 
the ftate. 
Admini í l ra t ion , however, has lately 
perceived that i t could do wi thou t them. 
Necefíity even made this a law. 
A t the beginning of the late war, the 
ftate, already fatigued by the efforts i t 
liad made i n the expedition to South 
America, no longer having at hand the 
C c 4 extra-? 
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extraordinary reíburces required for the 
maintenance o f its forces by fea and land 
i n both the hemifpheres ; and deprived 
of the periodical treafures bronght frora 
Spani íh America, to enliven the com-
merce and indu í l ry pf Europe? wh ich i t 
was unwi l l ing to expofe to be feized by 
the E n g l i í h privateers that already in -
feíled aii the feas, thought i t neceífary 
to- make ufe of a refource? un t i l then 
imthough t of i n Spain, to fupport the 
expenñve war i t was about to undcrtake, 
Government made application to fome 
French merchants eílabii íhed at Madrid, 
negociated by their means a loan of nine 
miliions of íingle piaftres (about t h i r t j -
four miliions of livres), and iífued paper 
to the amount of the fame fum. 
Th i s was divided into íixteen thou-
fand íive hundred bilis ^of fjx hundred 
piaftres each, at an intere í l o f four per 
cent, Thpfe who w i t h imaginary infal l i -
b i l i ty decide peremptoriiy on the opera-
tions o f government, blamed thecour tof 
Madrid, becaufe i t had not taken the me-
thod, 
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thod , fimple j n their opin ión , of fup-
port ing the valué o f i t s paper, by eí la-
bli í l i ing a bank, to wh ich the holders 
of the bilis í l iould have gone and dif-
counted them at par. They did not 
confider that for this a depoíit of money 
was neceíTary, and that the creation o f 
paper was a proof government had 
none; that the eftabli íhing of a dif-
counting bank would have been ufelefs 
had the paper been approved: that i t 
would have been í h u t t i n g up at a lofs, 
funds of w h i c h the neceffities o f the 
fíate required the immediate employ-
men t ; that if , on the contrary, the bilis 
inípired no confidence, the difcounting 
bank would have inftantly been ex-
hauftcd, and that by thus lett ing ílip 
t l i rough one hand what the other had 
received, the wllole operation would 
have been i l luñve. 
T h e court was biamed, perhaps w i t h 
more apparent reafon, for having ne-
gociated the loan upon di íadvantageous 
terms, which betraying its embarraff. 
ment 
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ment could not but dimini íh public GOIU 
fidence. I n fa6l, the bankers who by 
their credit realized the loan, aíked ten 
per cent, commifíion, and obtained i t . 
Bu t i n fuch negociations the lender cal-? 
enlates his ri íks, and the borrower his 
neceíí i t ies; henee arifes the law , which 
one impofes and the other receives; and 
b i g h demands on one fide and facility 
o f compliance on the other are équaiiy 
excufable. 
However this may be, as foon as the 
negociation, of the motives and fecurities 
o f which the public were really or feign-
edly ignorant, was made known, the 
alarm became general as wel l i n Spain 
as i n foreign nations. A l l cxclaimed 
again í l a meafure w h i c h , faid they, the. 
moft extreme diílrefs could fcarcely ex-
cufe; a meafure fometimes taken to dif-
charge preíTing debts, but never to con-
tra6t new ones. Foreign bankers, who 
had advanced their money, faid they 
were taken by furprize, and intimated 
deception; as i f the Spani íh govern-
ment3 
O F S P A I N . m 
iiaení:5whofe probity and wifdom is equall j 
undeniable, could have conceived the 
ra íh and fooliíh projeét of re-imburfing 
them i n paper, or the ridiculous hope 
pf giving this paper a valué out o f 
Spain. I t loft not a moment i n remov-
ing their fears, and proving to them 
hy real reimburfements, how l i t t le foun-
dation there had been for alarm. 
Neverthelefs the bilis circulated i n 
Spain. A t firíl the temptation of a 
greater intereft than that commonly paid 
for ordinary fabfcriptions was not fuffi-
cient to give them credit. T h e law 
w h i c l i obliged them to be taken i n pay-
ment in ali dealings as ready money, ad-
mkted them on the other hand into a l l 
the royal treafuries at their real valué : 
but law has no power over opinión. T h e 
bilis were a long time received w i t h re-
pugnance. Every perfon took as few of 
them as poííible, and was careful not to 
mifs the firíl oppoitunity of paffing them 
again. I n feveral places ignorance, and 
i n fome malignityj contributed to dif-
credit 
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credit them. Sometimes they were 
paíTed at a lofs o f twenty per cent. Th i s 
critical fituation of government was a 
new t r i umph for the gremios, T h e cre-
dit they enjoyed was increafed by the 
diffidence w i t h which the bilis were re* 
ceived. The i r bank feemed an afylum 
to w h i c h people reforted to lodge i n fe-
curi ty the money they thought ex-
pofed to danger in the hands of govern-
ment. T h e Spanith mini í l ry braved the 
í t o r m w i t h that ferenity wh ich a mea-
fure innocent i n itíelf, but oppofed by 
cireumftances, infpires ; and as í late ne-
ceííities increafed w i t h the progrefs of 
the war, new bilis to the amo un t of five 
miliions of piaílres were iífued . in the 
mon th o f February, 1781 ; i n íhor t , the 
fol lowing year others were iífued to the 
amount of fourteen miliions feven hun-
dredand ninety-ninethoufand nine hun-
dred piaílres. T h e admin iñ ra t ion was 
therefore burthened w i t h a debt ofnearly 
a hundred and eight miliions of livres, 
(four miliions and a hal f ftcrling) w i t h -
put reckoning other lefs oftenfible obli-
gations, 
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gations, w h i c h might make the whole 
debt about two hundred mil l ions, (eight 
millions and one t h i r d í ter l ing. ) 
A t the time the firíl bilis were iíFued, 
the k i n g of Spain engaged to wi thdraw 
a part of them annually from circula-
t ion . But monarchs, w h o are the m o í l 
r igid obfervers of their promifes, are 
fometimes obliged to facrifice them to a 
law íli l l more imperious, that o f ftate 
neceííity. Befides amatter of greater ur-
gency required the paternal attention o f 
the Spani íh Sovereign. A t the begin-
ning of the war, he had been obliged to 
overburthen his people by an augmenta-
t ion of a tax on fome o f the principal 
neceífaries of life, and wh ich could not 
but fall ftill more immediately upon the 
lower ranks. A t the return o f peace, 
one of his firíl cares was to allcviate this 
burthen. But five years are paft, and the 
promifed re-irnburfement is not yet be-
gun, though in the month of June, 1785, 
Spain withdrew bilis to the amount o f a 
mi l i ion two hundred thonfand p i a í l r e s ; 
leaving 
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l áv ing a debt o f about á hundred ánd 
tliree millions of livres, w h i c h at four 
per cent, intereft makes a d imiñut ion of 
a lmoí l four millions i n her revenues. 
Á few weeks afterwárds other paper 
was iíTued ; but this muft not be con-
founded w i t h that wh ich the war had 
made necefíary. T h e laf l bilis had no 
other obje6l than the corí t inuat ion of 
the canal o f Arragon, of wh ich I have 
fpoken at the beginning óf this work. 
T h e y weré circulated i n Spain to the 
amount of twelve millions of livres (five 
hundred thoufand pounds) bearing the 
fame intereft as the royal bilis. A part 
o f this fpecies of loan was to ferve to re-
imburfe that of fix millions o f fíorins 
w h i c h the undertakers of the canal had 
made i n Holland at three and a half 
per cent. A mortgage was given upon 
the profits of the canal which fucceeds 
too we l l to leave the lenders the leaft 
•uneafmefs about their fubfcriptions; 
rioí' 
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ñ o r can i t be confidered as a charge t ó 
the í tate . 
W i t h refped to the real paper money, 
its ftability has at length been íufficiently 
evinced. T h e clamours i t excited have 
ceafed. Rational perfons, reftored to 
the calm w h i c h was d i í lurbed by public 
outcry, perceive that nothing but igno-
rance could caufe alarms, or be induced 
to compare the í l ight and t r a n ñ e n t dif-
qniet o f the Spani íh nation w i t h the to-
tal confufion produced i n France by the 
fyftem of Law. I n faót, the fpecie o f 
Spain exceeds, by almoft three-fourths, 
the valué of its paper, and at the fatal 
moment i n 1720, when the French 
bank notes were i n the greateí l credit, 
their amount was eighty times that o f 
all the money w h i c h then circulated i n 
the kingdom. I t requires not much re-
fleftion to perceive a l l the impertinence 
of fuch a comparifon. I n Spain, all ex-
traordinary wants ceafed w i t h the war. 
The adminiftration was not fufpeaed o f 
abufing, byiíTning new bilis, the ítill un-
certain 
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certain credit of the nation^ and thereby 
depriving i t felf of the fuccours i t might 
afíbrd upon fimilar occafions* Thefe 
confiderations by degrees brought the 
royal bilis to par. W h e n I left Spain (at 
the endof 1786) they were fought after 
and advantageouliy negociated. 
I t is not lefs true that Spain finds in 
her paper a burthen w h i c h although 
not more than íhe is really able to bear, 
her natural reíburces being far from 
exhau í l ed , is but l i t t l e proportioned to 
her prefent revenues, and this is an ad-
ditional reafon why adminiftration íl iould 
feek the means of increañng them. Se* 
verai have already been propofed. A 
fewyears ago government had i t inagi* 
tation to appropriate to i t felf the im-
menfe property of the four mili tary 01-
ders, wh ich would produce much more 
in the hands of the fovereign than 
i t does under its prefent bad manage-
ment, and beñdes bringing an increafe 
of revenue, would furni íh the means of 
replacing by penfions the commanderies 
annexed 
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annexed to thefe orders. Bt i t a projea 
whieh feemed to deviate from the i n -
tention of the founders was repugnant 
to the confcience and religión of the 
reigning monarch, fo that others more 
compatible w i t h his r igid adherence to 
ju í t ice m u ñ be devifed. T h e mo í l reafon-
able one would undoubtedly have been 
that of a general tax upon all the lands 
i n the kingdom, wi thout excepting tho íe 
o f the nobil i ty and clergy. But this 
projeót, againít wh ich tho íe two power-
fu l bodies would certainly raife fo loud 
a clamour, and to which intrigue and 
the eftabliíhed rights wh ich iinmemo-
rial poíTeíTion feems to give, muft créate 
infuperable obítacles, would be found as 
inconñf tent w i t h prudence and policy, 
as the other appeared irreconcileable to 
the fcruples o f religión ; and Spain, w i l l 
perhaps, be obliged to wait to receive 
from the ílow reíburces o f oeconomy, 
the advantages íhe might propofe to 
herfelf from a fudden but dangerous 
change. 
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However, far from being alarmed at 
the treatmcnt her returning credit firft 
met w i t h , íhe delayed not to make a fe-
cond attempt, wh ich was to revenge tlie 
affiont, give to her paper an advanta-
geous circulation, awaken the Spaniards 
from their lethargy, draw from their 
chefts the money there lying ufelefs^ 
both to themfelves and the í ta te , and 
throw i t hi to circulation to the advantage 
of commerce and induí l ry . Sucli were 
her great objeéls i n eí labli íhing in 1781, 
a national bank, wh ich has fcarcely any 
t h i n g i n common, except its ñame , 
w i t h the banks of other ftates of En* 
rope. 
T h e Idea of i t was glven by a young 
French banker, M . Cabanus, eftabliíhed 
at Madrid , who had begun to inñnua tc 
himfelf into the favour of government 
at the time the firft bilis were líTued. M . 
Cabanus has a vigoróos and firm mind, 
united w i t h talents wh ich he had cult i -
vated in fecret un t i l the time when he made 
them 
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Oiém known. T h e favour of the m i n i -
í ler would not have been fufficient to 
enable h i m fuccefsfuiiy to ftruggle againí l 
the numerous obftacles he liad to en-
counter. T h e manner in wh ich he t r i -
ü m p h e d over them is a greater eulogium 
on h im than any th ing 1 can íay in his 
praife, and has fufficiently revenged h i m 
for al l the flanders of his enemies. E m -
barked i n a dangerous projeél , i n which. 
a thonfand prejudices concnrred to pre-
vent his fucceeding, he has at once ac-
quired an immenfe fortune and great 
honour. W i t h o u t pretending to appre-
ciate either the merit, ut i l i íy , or ílability 
of his operations, i t muft be allowed that 
nothing but partiality can attribute to 
chance alone fuch bri l l iant and con-
tinued fuccefs i n defpite of fuch power-
ful oppoñt ion . 
I n 1781, aftcr having profoundiy con-
fidered the refources of Spain, the caufes 
by which they had been obí l ruc led , and 
the means of giving them aélivi ty, he 
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digefted the plan of a national bank 
and prefented i t to the mini í ler . 
His principal obje6l was to employ a 
large fum of money, either i n the bank. 
or placed at a very modérate intereft. 
T h e firft means he propofed was to efta-
bl i íh a capital, wh ich íhould difcount 
at four per cent, per annum, a l l bilis of 
exchange drawn upon Madrid, as well 
from the other parts of Spain as from 
the re í l of Europe. Th i s reíburce was 
m o d é r a t e ; Madrid is not properly a com-
mercial city. T h e wool Spain fends a-
broad is the principal article paid for in 
that metrópol is , and this alone would 
not have furniflied a very advantageous 
employment for the capital of the new 
bank. A n intereft of two per cent., 
would not líave been a fufficient temp-
tation. W h o at this intereft would have 
been inclined. to difplace his capital F 
I t was therefore neceffary to hold out 
more feducing advantages. T h e author 
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of the new plan turned his attention 
to that objeél. 
He required that the profits o f the 
realgiro, a particular fpecies of bank, 
from which the court takes the monéy i t 
has occafion tó fend abroad, either for 
the payment of ambaíTadors, envoys, 
confuís , &c. or for other purpofes, 
íhou ld be given to the national bank, 
T h e adminiftrators of the realgiro have 
a commiffion of four per cent. T h i s 
was but a weak refource for the public 
bank ; the realgiro pays not more than 
two or three millions of livres án -
nually. 
Bu t the chief fource of profits wh ich 
M . Cabanus propofed to open to the na-
tional bank was the vié lual l ing and fur-
n i íh ing of the navy and army. Con-
traéis for the nrft liad been given to 
different perfons. The fecond was held 
by the Gremios, and the feveral leafes 
and contraéis w i t h thefe and the govern-
nient were upon the point of expiring. 
D d 3 T h e 
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T h e bank therefore might replace the 
forraer wi thou t giving reafon for com* 
plaint . 
Government was eafily inciuced to favor 
a plan, wh ich was to diftribute among a 
great number of citizens profits un t i l then 
confined to a few. T h e capital of the 
propofed bank amounted to the fum of 
three millions of reals, or about feventy-
five millions of livres tournois(2125000I.) 
divided into one hundred and fifty thou-
fand íhares of two thoufand reals eaclu 
Thofe who had property to purchafe 
íhares were not excluded from the pro-
fits they might produce, and théfe, ac-
cording to the profpeélus , feemed to be 
very promifmg. Beñdes the idie money 
to wh ich an advantageous opening was 
about to be given, i t was hoped that a 
great part of that i n the hands of the 
Gremios at a modérate intereft would 
naturally be removed from their coíFers to 
thofe of the national bank. T h e fur-
plus of the grants from cities and com-
mupities 
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munities were alio counted upon. Thefe 
were in the adminiftration of the coun-
ci l of Caftile, whence the national bank 
was to take them, and make fuch ufe 
of them as íhould be moft advantageous 
to the perfons they concerned. I n Spain 
there are magazines of grain in moft o f 
the cities, boroughs and villages *. 
The i r furplus is converted into money, 
Th i s alfo was an ufelcfs capitall,- w h i c h 
the bank might employ. 
Henee i t appears, that great advan-
tages were promifed to every clafs o f 
citizens. I t is not therefore af toni íhing 
that the mini í ler adopted the projecl. 
I t was difeufíed in 1781, i n an afíem-
bly compofed of members from the chief 
branches of government. A very con-
fie! erable majority was i n favour of the 
projeft. A n important queí t ion was thea 
debated. W h e n the bank íhould have a 
* There are upwards of five thoufand of thefe 
in Spain» 
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contracl for furnif l i ing the troops w i t i i 
provifion, cloaths, &c. and the navy 
w i t h provifions, íh ip - t imber , i ron, cor-
dage, and the l ike, would i t be proper 
that government í l iould confide this to 
its management as a contracl, or at a 
certain commiflion ? T h e authors of the 
plan voted for the firft propofition. I n 
their opin ión , the adminiftration would 
i n that cafe have the advantage of rec-^  
koning upon a fixed fum for the ex^ 
pences of the army and navy; and it 
would be for the direétors of the bank 
to render the con t raé l advantageous to 
the parties concerned, w i t h out deceiv-
ing the intentions of government, which 
would always have the powcr of watch-
ing over their conducl. T h e miniftry 
were of a different o p i n i ó n ; they af-
ierted they had not yct documents 
fuíficient to enable t l iem to eftimate the 
cxpence of thus fumi íh ing the army and 
pavy, and adopted the propofition of 
allowing a certain commiíüon , w i t h a 
claufe to convert this into a farm or 
cpntra6l? when the experience of fomc 
years 
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years íhou ld have provecí that i t 
would be advantageous to the fin anees 
of the k ing . 
I t was therefore determined that the 
national bank, or bank of St. Charles, 
í l iould be charged w i t h v i í tua l l ing and 
doath ing the army, and furni íhing the 
navy w i t h the articles above-mentioned, 
that i t Ihould be allowed an intereft of 
four per cent, on account of the ad-
vances to be made to governmcnt, and 
a commiíí ion of ten per cent. 
I t was difficult to make a more advan-
tageous bargain for fu ture íubferibers, 
and i t was expecled that in a l i t t ie time 
their number would be confiderably in« 
creafed. The k ing and roya! family fuTr 
gave the exampie; this was followed by 
feverai rich individuáis , who, more from 
condefeenrion than conviclion, wers 
eager to dcpoñt their capitals in the cof-
fers of the bank. There were other 
inonies of whrch the directprs haci prc-
yiouíly alio red themíclves . Such wcrc 
the 
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the accumulations o f the grants from 
cities, &c. the furplus of magazines of 
corn, and certain capitals which wait ing 
for appropriation, were depoñted under 
the fafeguard of public authority. 
T h i s was the firft ftate of the bank, 
T h e event anfwered not to the moft 
probable conjectnres. Moft people were 
u n moved by a profpeél which féemed 
of a nature to tempt evcry one, But 
few withdrew their money from the 
bank of the Gremios ; who were only 
obligcd to raife the intereft they paid to 
three and a hal f per cent. The new 
eí labl i íhment liad fome partizans, but 
thefe appeared íufpicious. Its antago-
ni í l s , armed w i t h the pretence of pub-
lic good, forcibly declaimed againí l i t ; 
they kept up a mií l ruf t which anterior 
events had prepared, and gained many 
ovcr to their opinión. 
T h e enemies to the new bank were, 
i n the firft place, al l thofe who w i t h -
out previous examination are equally lo 
to 
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to every novelty; others whofe calcula-
tions were deranged by i t , and thofe ef-
pecially who from jealoufy or natural 
prejudices looked w i t h an evil eye upon 
a young foreigner, wel l received and 
fupported by the mini í l ry , and taking 
the advantage of a tranfient credit to 
overturn a nation w h i c h , faid they, 
might find amongft its citizens men who 
uj iderí land its intereí ls much better. 
T h e parallel already drawn between the 
creation of paper credit and the fyftem 
of the famous Law was then recolle6led9 
T h e projecl i n France was that of an 
ambitious í t ranger , who had given a 
mortal blow to the credit of the k ing-
dom, by endeavouring to render i t flou-
r i íh ing . I n Spain i t was that of a í l ranger 
alfo, who pretended to animate public 
credit and commerce, and aípired to fe-
duce the nation, by tempting i t w i t h a 
chimerical profit. Each had given the 
idea of a bank; therefore the refem-
blance was perfect. Thus the greater 
part of men judge, deceived by the m o í l 
t r i f l ing 
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t r i f l ing íimilarity betwcen two objefts. 
Soraetimes from a mere conformity of 
ñames , thcy créate refembiances wh ich 
have no reality, except i n their own ima-
ginations, but wh ich are í lnpidly adopt-
ed by that great multi tude who never 
jndge but by hearfay. T h i s was now 
the cafe i n Spain. 
T h e afíertion which perfonal in tere í l , 
or fentiments ílili more odious, had. ad» 
vanced, was adopted, propagated, and 
commented upon by credüiity and igno-
ran ce. I t was repeatedly faid that the 
bank of St. Charles had prefented to 
the public a plan of operation i l iuñve 
i n its nature, or at leaíl totally incom-
patible w i t h the true interefts of the 
l iat ion, and which inílead of favouring 
the liberty of commerce, as had been 
arfftrily pretended, m u í l be prejudicial 
to that, as wel i as to agriculture and i n -
duí t ry , by fwallowing up the money 
which might have been more ufefnlly 
cmployed in their encouragement, than 
in naturalizing, i n Spain, an evil un t i l 
then 
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í h e n unknown ; the claís of ufelefs an-
nuitants who íhould live i n opulence 
and idlenefs on the labours of their fel-
iow citizens: that i t fold to government, 
at an exorbitant price, its own agency 
for the condud of an nndertaking i n 
which more able perfons, or at leaft 
thofe of more experience might have 
been empioyed lapon more advantageous 
terms; and that, after having heíd up 
to public hatred all excluíive privileges, 
i t had folicited for i tfelf the moft odious 
of monopolies, 
W h a t furniíhed a pretext for the l a í l 
accufaíion, was a grant which" the bank 
of St! Charles obtained foon after its 
eftablií l iment, for the exclufíve expor-
t a r o n of piaftres. This Spaniíh money 
is empioyed i n a great meaíure to pay 
the balance of accounts due from Spain 
to the other nations o f Europe. About 
t h i r t y millions of them are annually 
ftruck i n Spaniíli America,. Part o f 
thefe remain i n ^ the count ry ; fome 
are carried out of i t in the fmuggling 
trade; 
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trade; two or three millions are íh ipped 
on board the Nao or Galieon from Aca-
pulco ; and the reít come to Europe, to 
pay for merchandize fent thence to 
America* Dur ing a long time the mo-
ther country had not íhipped commo-
dities to her colonies to the amount of 
even ten millions of piaftres, and the 
balance then owing to foreigners was 
calculated at fifteen millions* 
I t was abfolutely necefíary to pay this 
balance on account of the neceííity of 
difcharging debts to preíerve credit. I n 
lefs enlightcned times the Spani íh m i -
ni í l ry had conceived the idea of turning 
the nnavoidable cxportation of piaftres 
to advantage: to increafe the revenuc 
o f the í tate , fuch exportation was fub-
jeéled to a duty of three per cent, which , 
i n 1768, was augmented to four per 
cent, and although the minifters are 
now convinced that i t is only an addi-
tional tax on their own tradcrs, to whom 
foreigners ie l l their goods four per cent, 
dearer, the í late of Spani íh finalices, 
and 3 
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and, perhaps, the remains of an attach-
ment to oíd prejudices, have not yet 
permitted them to take i t oíF. T h e con-
feqüencé is, that the duty is fuíEciently 
h i g h to give temptation to evade i t : and 
cven thofe who are appointed to colleél 
i t , favour the clandeíl ine conveyance o f 
piaftres out of the kingdom. T h e whole 
furplus quits the colonies, but the royal 
treafure is deprived of a part of its re-
venues. 
I n this ftate of affairs, the bank wi íhed 
for the excluñve privilege of exporting 
al l the piaftres neceílary to difcharge 
the balance due from Spain, and repre-
fented, that í l iould this be granted, two 
advantages would refult from i t to the 
ftate; that of preventing the valué of 
money from being increaíed, wh ich m u í l 
be the neceílary confequence of m u l t i -
plied negociations; and that of d imin i íh-
ing the fraudulent exportation of p i -
aftres, by an extraordinary diligence, 
w h i c h could not be ex pe 61c d from the 
agents of government. T h e governors 
' ' • •• ' o f 
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of the bank wiíhed at the fame time the 
duty of four per cent, to be taken off, 
or at leaft reduced to the ha l f : but go-
vernment refufed either to annul or d i -
minií l i the duty. Except i n this parti-
cular the propoñt ions of the bank were 
perfeclly wel l received. 
I t was therefore orderéd, that i n fu-
ture the bank íhould poílefs the exclu-
five r ight of exporting piaílres ; that to 
prevent them from being fraudulently 
wi thdrawn out of the country, they 
íhould. all pafs by the way of Bayonne, 
except i n a few particular . cales, in 
which government íhould referve to i t -
felf a conveyance through other chan-
nels; and alfo that thofe who íhould 
have money to fend into foreign coun-
trics, íhould be obliged to take bilis for 
i t from the bank. 
Th i s grant, wh ich bad the form of an 
excluñve privilcge, excitednew clamours. 
I t naturally irritated thofe, who unt i l 
then liad fpeculated in ímuggl ing the 
fpccie 
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fpecie out of the kingdom, others w h o 
bacl been employed to export i t legaiiy, 
and merchants, who , i n coníequence of 
the o ew regulations, were in fu tu re to 
be fubjeéf to the laws of the bank, by 
being obliged to make a l l thcir foreign 
payments i n its paper, and to receive i t 
at the exchange the bank íhou ld be 
pleafed to iífue i t at. But al l un i t ing 
i n complaints which had difierent mo-
tives, alledged that the profpcrity of 
commerce would be endangered, its l i -
berty efíentially injured by the íhackles 
of monopoly, and that pr ívate intereflwas 
concealed under the veil of public good. 
Min i f t ry were deaf to al l thefe fufpi-
cions and objeétions, and the bank was 
put i n pofTefíion of its privilege in the 
month o f November 1783, The firít 
ufe made of i t proved very advantageous 
to the fubfcribers. T h e war, as we have 
obferved, had retarded the arrival of the 
treafures from America, and the return 
pf peace brought w i t h i t a prodigious 
quantity of piaílres. T h e bank, w h i c h 
YOL , l , g e . had 
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had taken the ftríclcíl precautlons to 
prevcnt their being fraudulently con-
veyed out of the kingdom, exported 
npwards of twenty mi l i ion s i n 1784. 
The year following the fums exported 
amountc.d to nearly twenty-two millions, 
and as Europe impatiently waited the 
arrival of thefe periodical fuccours, the 
bank could not but fell to advantage 
a mercñandize which is the price of thofe 
wh ich Europe furniíhes to Spani íh Ame-
rica, w h i c h the latter country only 
produces, and which fo many were anx-
ious to poíTefs, fo that a i l concerned 
feemed to gain by the change. The 
bank, to wh ich the moft advantageous 
preceding years had not prodoced .fix 
millions and a ha l f of reals for the duty 
o f four per cent, upon the exportation 
of piaí lres, received from i t i n 1784 np-
wards of fifteen millions, and from fix-
teeq. to feventeen millions i n 1785, and 
this onc article produced a profit of 
twelve millions of reals to be divided 
among the fubícribers. 
I n 
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í n t l ie mean' time the expiration o f 
the contraéis w i t h government for the 
viélual l ing of the army and navy had 
put the bank i n poíTeffion of thefe p r i n -
cipal fonrees of its revenue. í t s d i v i -
dendo were therefore increafed, T h a t of 
1784, the firíl i t made, was nine and a 
half, alfo a profit of forty-feven livres 
ten fols (33. já.) upon each íhare w h i c h 
had been bought at íts primitive va lué 
of five hundred livres (21L i6s.) or t w o 
thoufand reals. T h e t r iumph of the 
bank was then complete, and its ene-
mies, at leaft thofe i n Spain, fufFered 
their fpleen to evapórate i n filence. As 
men i n al l countries ever pafs from one 
extreme to another, inveélive was foon 
changed into enthuí iaf t ic panegyric. 
T h e bank took adVantage of this re-
volut ion, to increafe, at different times, 
the íhares which i t had yet to difpofe 
of *, and thus to enabJe i tfelf to i n -
creafe 
* They were firíl raifed fifteen per cent, upon 
their primitive valué of two thoufands reals, and 
E e 2 , íije 
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creafe futyre dividends. T h e fermen-
tation reachcd fuch foreign kingdoms as 
were then habitually addi6led to ítock* 
jobbing. I n a l i t t le time the íhares o f 
the bank rofe i n France, Geneva and 
othcr places to eight thoufand reals, or 
two thoufand l ivres; and the Spaniards 
having lefs faith or more forefight than 
foreigners, were not wanting to encou-
rage and gratify this inconüderate ardor. 
I t was, however, but momentary, 
although i t laíled long enough to pro^ 
dnce pernicious revolutions i n feveral 
fortunes. I t were to be wi íhed i t had 
never exifted. Some perfons, influenced 
by a patriotic zeal, took upon thenv 
to abate it? violenee. I n France, a w r i -
l ílx thoufand two hundred and eight were fold at 
two thoufand three hundred reals. Soon afterwards 
the eagernefs of foreigners increafed them to two 
thonfand five huiidred reals, or ííx hundred and 
twenty-five iivres, and upwards of fifteen thonfand 
íhares were fold at this price. Thefe two augmen-
tations produced to the fubfcribers a proíit of twenty-
t.Wp snillions of reaig, 
ter, 
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ter, known by his eloquence, but ftill 
more ib by a í l r eng th of mind which 
induces h i m to fpeak, wi thout referve, 
í u c h truths as he believes uíeful , un-
dertook to i n í l r ué l his countrymen. 
T h e motive was laudable, but not 
fo the execution of the work. W i t h 
the energy natural to h i m , this author 
repeated and commented upon al l the 
detraaors of the bank had íaid, at the 
time o f its eftablifhment, not forgetting 
the abufe that had been th rown 011 h i m 
by Whom the plan had been projeaed. 
He aíTerted that the bank of St. Charles 
could not under any point of vicw be 
conñdered as proper for Spain ; and that 
i t had departed from the íimplc and ule-
fu l operations to which its foünder had 
declared i t was to be confined : that i t 
muft fooner or later lofe the favour o f 
government; that i t became more and 
more odious to the commercial wor ld 
by the monopoly i t excrcifed ; and that 
the fubícribcrs could have no real con-
E e 3 fidcDcc 
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fidence either i n its duration or ftabi-
l i t y . 
I n imitation of its firíl enemies, he 
compared i t to the fyítem of Law ; and 
maintained that the founder had even 
> taken that fyílem for his model. 
Henee he eonduded, that great com-
mercial nations had reafon to fear leaíl 
their fubjeets, who had great capitals, 
íhou ld embark too much of their pro-
perty i n the bank of St. Charles, becaufe 
they had need of all their aid to l ighten 
the burden of their own debts ; that 
they were not in a fituation to lend great 
fums to foreigners, efpecially when i t 
appeared that ' the loan muft be perpe-
tual ; and íinally, that individuáis who 
expofed their fortunes in fo hazardous 
an enterprize, acled like bad citizens 
as members of Ibciety, and like madmen 
as fathers of families. 
The court of Madrid , leaving time and 
yeafon to contradi el thefe aíTertions, 
which 
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whic l i tended greatly to diminií l i the 
pubiic confidence in an in í l i tu t ion to 
w h i c h i t l iad given its fan í l ion , took 
the founder's part, and the council of 
Caílile i n June 1785, paíied a decree 
wh ich profcribed the publication, and 
thereby proved that the pcriod an-
nounced by its author was yet at a 
diftance. 
But this profcription prevented not 
the work from having its efFe¿l. T h e 
enthuf ia ím of French ílock-jobbers was 
abated, and ñnce that time has not re-
ce vered its former ardour. I t is not the 
inte re íl even of the bank that i t í hou ld 
aeain return. Such a wiíh can be formed 
only by greedy fpeculators, who hope to 
profit by momentary convuliions, to 
enrich thcmfelves at the expence of the 
crédulous. A great part of the íhares 
of the bank firíl fold i n foreign coiin-
tries have returned to Spain. T h e 
bank itfeif took advantage of their rc-
duced price, wh ich feii to two thoufand 
two hundred and forty reals, or five h u n -
E e 4 dred 
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dred and ñxty livres, to buy in about 
twenty-five thoufand, which i t propofes 
to keep, the dednél ion of wh ich w i l l i n -
creafe the future dividends i n the fame 
fum for the re í l of the co-proprietors. 
Its laí l meeting ( that at the beginning 
of the prefent year, when the accounts 
o f 1787 were given i n ) was tumultuous* 
A cabal was raifed againft the direélors 
o f the inf t i tu t ionj wh ich even accufed 
them of a want o f probity. T h e oppo-
ñ t i o n pretended that fome of the direc-
tor s, who at the fame time are princi^ 
país o f commercial honfes, had abufed 
the public conñdence in their manage-
ment of the d i í coun t ing bnfinefs, by fa* 
Vouring; their own affairs. A committee 
was appointed to examine their conduft, 
as wel l as a l l the accounts of the bank 
from its eí labi i í l imentj and to reform 
abnfes» 
T h e accufed, free from reproaches oí 
confcience, wai t w i thou t fear the refult 
of the examination. But M , Cabanus, 
whoui 
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^vhom fuccefs has rendered i rñpat ient , 
is not yet familiarized to the afíaults of 
intrigue, and has given i n his reíigna-* 
t ion , oíFering at the fame time to aid 
the direclors w i t h his advice ás a í im-
pie individual. The meeting exclaimed 
againí l this hafty refolution. I t even 
addrefícd the k ing , praying his ma-
jefty to pay no attention to i t . T h e 
mona re h is ñ o w i n pronouncing; but 
whatever may be his decifion, M . C V 
banus may be ceitain of preferving a pre-
ponderance i n an eí labl i í l iment founded 
by himlelf , and of wh ich , i n ípi te of 
envy, he is become the principal fpring. 
He may recolleél for his confolation 
(¡i magna licet componere par-vis) that A u -
gu í tus dated the firm eílabli í l iment o f 
his authority from the day he feemed 
' i l l ing to abdicate the empire. 
T h e part the bank has takén i n the 
operations of the new Philippine com-
pany, is another c i rcumílance which 
m u í l have an influence upon the pro-
duce of its íhares. M . Cabanus induced 
it5 
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i t , i n 1785, to add to the funds of the 
company the í u m of twenty-one m i l -
lions of reals, deduéled from the d iv i -
dend of 1784 : this gaveto each íhare an 
intereft of one hmidred and forty re ais, 
or thir ty-five livres, i 11 the property of 
the Philippine company. Whatever may 
be the iííue of this new inf t i tu t ion , the 
afíociation can no t be prejudicial to the 
bank, and may be of conñderable ad-
vantage to i t ; and i f the advantage be 
ever fo l i t t le apparent, i t is ftrongiy to 
be prefumed the valué of the íhares w i l l 
be increafed. O n the other hand, 
íhould the contrary be the event, they 
w i l l experienoe no fenílble diminut ion. 
T h e bank having riíked but l i t t l e , can 
be expofed but to a modérate lofs; 
w h i c h moreover w i l l not fall upon the 
capital. I n May 1785, the bank made 
a propofal, the admiíTion of which w i l l 
furniíli a new employment to its funds, 
T h i s was to undertake the completion 
of the canal, w h i c h , as we have before 
obferved, is to begin at the foot of 
the mountains of Guadarrama, and ter-
minate 
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mína te at the Guadalquivir, after croíT-
ing the center of Spain. I t has offered 
to make the neceffary advanees for this 
great undertaking upon the fame con-
ditions on w h i c h i t received the contradi 
for viclual l ing and cloathing the troops; 
the propofal was accepted by government, 
who immediately lent M . le Maur to 
take the levéis i n various places th rongh 
which the future canal is to pafs. T h e 
nnexpeéted death of that able engi-
neer did not fufpend the work 'he had 
begun ; and this w i l l furni íh the bank 
w i t h another means o f angmenting its 
profits, and rendering i t fe l f advantageous 
to Spain wi tont endangering the funds. 
I n every cafe, I t h ink , w i t h impartial 
judges who have nothing to gain or 
lofe by the credit wh ich may be given 
to a contrary opinión, that the placing 
of money in the bank of St. Charles is 
advantageous, and m u í l appear fafe. 
N o t that the great dividends w i t h wh ich 
i t has begun ought always to be ex-
pecled; the fources whence they were 
drawn. 
428 T H E P R E S E N T S T A t E 
drawn, are either exhaufted or d imi -
n i íhed . I t has no more profits to make 
upon the fale o f í h a r e s ; thefe wdre a ü 
difpofed o f at the end of the year 1785, 
except one thonfand one hundred and 
fix to wh ich an appropriation has pre-
vioufly been affigned. T h e exportation 
of piaftres w i l l not i n future be fo advari-
tageous as i t was immediately after the 
peace. But fo long as the bank preferves 
that exclufive privilege, and government 
Iha l l confide to i t the vié lual l ing and 
other fupplies for the army andnavy, the 
principal fource o f Jts profits * , the 
fub-
* I t is trae, that in 1787^  the viclualling, &c. 
which untii then had been performed at a commiflion 
of ten per cent, has been converíed into a contrafl; 
but at the price which government has agreed to give 
the bank, it is preved that the gain wili be as con-
íiderable as formerly. However the firñ eíFed of 
the change was difadvantageous to the bank. Go-
vernment gave it a retro-adive effeft ; and as the 
bank had until theii made its dividends according 
to its right of commiflion of ten per cent, it was 
obliged to diminiíh in proportion its laíl dividend, 
to tender back that with which it had too mucii 
augmented thcíiríl. Wiíhing immediatdy to effe¿t 
tiiis 
O F S P A I N . 429 
íubfcribers, thofe at leaíl who bought 
their íhares at the primitive va lué , o f 
two thoufand reals, or five hundred l i -
vres, may reckon upon an intereí t o f 
from five to ñ x per cent, 
T h e Spani íh government is far f rom 
that verfatil i ty w h i c h might caufe i t to 
abandon an in í t i tu t ion , the plan of w h i c h 
i t had brought to maturity, and w h i c h 
has fome inconteí l ib le advantages, bo th 
this re-imburfement, i t reduced the dividend of 
1787, from íix and a haif per cent, to five and a 
quarter. This debt once acquitted the dividends^ 
will be made as ufual. Several drcuraftanccs wi l l 
concur in increaíing them afterwards. Hitherto their 
diftribution has always been the date and occafion of 
an ad of beneficence. The bank, this year, appro-
priated the furplus of five per cent, to luccour the 
unfortuna^e who had fpífered fome months before 
from the inundations i i i Navarre. Suph an ufe of 
what it confiders as a furplus, is fufficient to excufe 
its profits, and recommend it ílill more to the nation; 
in faft, the firíl prejudices of the people againíl i t 
begin to be difíipated, and communities aecuítom 
themfelves to fee their funds, formerly unemployed, 
ú l x p & t á by the bank to an ufeful adtivíty. 
fqr 
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for i t fe l f and a great part of its fubje6f s. 
Bu t let us fuppofe the worí l to happen, 
that yielding to the reprefentations of 
commercial people, and rcnouneing the 
furplus of the profit which the treafury 
receives from the exportation of piaílres 
fince i t is confined to one company^ i t 
í l iould determine to leave the exporta--
t ion free as i t was before : let us fuppofe 
alfo, that for the love of public goody 
i t íhou ld accept the offers made to 
fu rn i íh the army and íiavy upon better 
terms than thofe of the bank ; what 
would be the refult ? T h e bank reduced 
to the flender profits of difcount, and 
the realgiro, would indeed be obliged to 
ceafe its operations; but as according to 
its con í l i tu t ion i t cannot change the 
courfe of its funds; as the fum which 
i t has placed i n the hands of the Ph i -
l ippine company was not taken from the 
bank capital, but from its profits, there 
is every reafon to prefume that the ca-
pi ta l would remain untouched and be 
employed to re-imburfe all the propri-
etors of íhares. Therefore the íe are 
onlj 
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only expofed to one r i ík , that of govern-
ment's feizing the capital i n a moment 
of diílrefs. Bu t were this apprehenfion 
well-founded, there would be no th ing 
facred on earth ; policy i n defect of v i r -
tue m u í l ferve the proprietors as a fafe-
guard; and i t is not from the Spani íh 
government that they ought to fear a 
meafurc which would be equally trea-
cherous and imprudent, efpeciaily at a 
time when i t is feriouíly engaged i n re-
pairing the wounds given to its credit 
i n preceding reigns, and i n taking ad-
vantage of i t to fecond the general i n -
clination of the kingdom to engage i n 
ufeful enterprizes. 
I t w i l l here be proper to fpeak of its 
capital in money, not as a banker, that 
is not i n my power, but as a tra-
veller, who wiíhes to give fome idea to 
his readers of cvery th ing relative to a 
country i n wh ich he has reñded for a 
conñdcrable time. 
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I t feems, at firíl í ight , that i t muft 
be eafy to know what money circulates 
in Spain. She poíTeffes al l the metáis 
w h i c h íhe ufes i n her mint . Thefe, when 
converted into coin, cannot be brought 
from America w i thou t paying a duty, 
O n entering Spain the money pays ano-
ther$ and a t h i r d is required upon fend-
i n g i t thence to a foreign kingdom. I t 
íhou ld therefore feem, that the cu í tom-
houfe books would give a clear idea of 
the coin i n Spain. But a great part of 
the money ftruck in the Indies pafíes 
clandeftinely from America to Europe ; 
foreign merchants alfo fraudulcntly re» 
ceive a part o f the va lué o f the mer-
chandizc they have fent, al though the 
whole be found on board Spani íh veíTels 
returning from America ; and as fre-
quent revifions of coin are negleéled to 
be made, there are not data fufficient to 
arrive at certainty w i t h refpeét to the 
quanti ty o f money wh ich ufually circu-
lates i n the kingdom. I t is therefore 
from loofe calculation only, and upon 
the evidence of fome well-informed mer-
chants, 
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chants, t í ia t í have éftimated i t at 
cightf millions o f double piaftres, about 
four himdred millions o f livres T o u r -
iiois (above fixteen millions and a ha l f 
fterling). I t w i l l , perhaps, be thonght 
extraordinary that Spain, which is i n 
poíTeíTion of moft óf the gold and filver 
mines i n the wor ld , and annually coins 
th i r ty millions of piaftres, íhould be re-
duced to fo modérate a fum of cirt:ulaí> 
ing monej , efpecially when i t is reeol-
le6ted that i n the reign of Charles V . i t 
contained almoft al l the gold and filver 
i n Europe ; and, what is ítill more va-
luable, poíTefled in the produclions o f 
its foi l and indu í l ry , the means of fub-
fiíling wi thout the aid o f any other 
nation. 
I n lefs than a century that kingdom 
has fallen from this ftate of fplendor. ; 
T o what is fo rapid and total a re-
volut ion to be' attributed ? T o the 
abundance of the precious metáis w h i c h 
have increafed the price of commodi-
ties, and the wages of workmen ; to 
VOL. I . F f í h e 
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the decline of raanufaélures, wh ich was 
the confequence ; to the depopulation, 
caufed by the numerons emigrations to 
America ; the great de í t ruc l ion of men, 
occafioned by long wars at .a diftance 
from the frontiers; and the expul-
ílon of the Moors and Jews. I t may 
alfo be more particular!y attributed to 
the ruinous wars undertaken by Ph i -
l i p 11. againí t the L o w Countries, and 
w h i c h from the year 1567, to the truce 
i n 1612, coft upwards of two hnndred 
millions of piaftres. But every th ing 
announces that Spain is about to rife 
from her afires, and w i l l foon be induf-
tr ioufly employed in cultivating her fo i l , 
and animating her manufaé lures . Weary 
o f purfuing a paííive commerce, íhe 
w i l l foon ceafe to lefíen her current 
coin, by paying foreign indu í l ry , and 
fending every year the greateí l part of 
her money to exchange the image of her 
monarch for that of foreign fovereigns. 
T h e firft coin, as well gold as filver, 
w h i c h was ftruck in Spani íh America, 
was 
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^as irregular i n its íhape as mucl i as i n 
its impreflion, w h i c h on one fide was a 
crofs, and on the other the arms o f 
Spain, Some of i t is ítill i n circulation, 
bu t i t is not received for its nominal 
va lué u n t i l i t be weighed to fee that i t 
has lo í i no th ing of its intr infic wor th . 
T h e impreflion varied u n t i l the year 
1772, w h e n a new coinage took place, 
i n wh ich the head o f the fovereign 
was ftruck on one fide, and on the 
other the arms of Spain round an ef-
cutcheon. 
T h e pieces o f goíd are the do&kn de 
a ocho, called i n France quadruple, once d'or, 
or medaille, wh ich when exchange is at 
par is w o r t h e igh t j livres French 
(3 I . 6s. 8d.) 
T h e hal f doblón de a ocho, va lué forty 
livres. 
T h e doblón of gold, wor th ha l f the 
preceding piece. 
F f ^ T h e 
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T h e ha l f doblón o f gold. 
T h e l i t t le gold crown or durlto, w h i c h 
i n 1779 was the valué of ha l f the demi-
doblon, but at prefent is w o r t h one 
twentieth more, and confequently about 
hve livres five fols (45. 44 d.) 
T h e fílver coin confiíls rof the great 
piaftre, w o r t h about twenty reals, aquar-
ter o f the doblón of gold, that is a h u n -
dred fols, (4S. zá,) when exchange is at 
par. 
T h e h a l f piaftre w o r t h about five 
reals. 
T h e pe%eia colunaria or l i t t le piece of 
five reals, w h i c h is coined i n America 
only, and bears on one fide two pillara 
and on the other two globes crowned. 
T h e zorúmon pe%eta of four reals wor th 
about twenty fols ( i c d ) . 
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T h e ha l f pezeia o f two reals and a 
laalf. 
T h e common h a l f pezeia, w h i c h is 
alfo called real de plata w o r t h about two 
reals o f vel lón. 
T h e quarter pezete, coined alfo i n 
the Indies, excluñvely. 
T h e realiío or real o f ve l lón , w o r t h 
about five fols '(z^d.) * 
T h e copper coins are, the doble quarto9 
four of w h i c h make a real. T h e double 
quarto is wor th about one fol three de-
niers ( i-^d.) 
T h e quarto, which is ha l f the preced-
ing piece. 
T h e ochavo, h a l f of the quario, 
* A l l thefe little pieces are dimlnutions of tlie 
• F f 3 T h e 
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T h e maravedí, whieh is the fmalleft 
money that exifts. T h i r t y - fo u r mam-
vedis make a real. Few of them are 
found even i n Spain, and I imagine none 
have lately been coined. 
N o gold coin is í l ruck i h America. 
T h e filver coin from the mintsthere bears 
for its d i í l ingui íh ing marks, on one fide 
the two pillars, and on the other the 
head of the fovereign crowncd w i t h a 
wreath o f laurel. 
There are mints at P e r ú , Santa F é 
and México. The greater number of 
the piaílres which come to Europe are 
coined in the latter. There are but thrce 
mints i n Spain, thofe of Madrid, Se vi l le 
and Segovia: the latter coins copper 
money only. Befides thefe, there áre as 
i n France and England ideal monies, or 
monies of exchange, wh ich are, 
T h e Jimpk pifióle or the doblón wor th 
about four fimple piaílres or fiíteen 
liyres (12S. 6d.) exchange at par. I t is 
accord^ 
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according to this ideal money that ex-
change is reguiated between France and 
Spain. W h e n i t is againí l France, the 
pifióle is not wor th fifteen l ivres; bu t 
i t exceeds that price when exchange is 
favourable. 
T h e ñmple piaftre or pefo, wh i ch is 
called pefo fenclllo to d i í l ingui íh i t f rom 
the pefo fuerte, great piaftre, is w o r t h 15 
reals or about 3 livres 15 fols (33. i^d.) 
T h e ducat, wor th eleven reals. T h i s 
¡s the money i n wh ich the falaries o f 
places under government are paid. I t 
is almoft out of ufe wi thou t the fron-
tiers of Spain. 
I íha l l not mention other kinds_ pjE 
ideal money, wh ich are not known ex-
cept in the provinces. 
For three centuries pa í l the court ot 
Spain has been careful not to change 
the í landard of its money. I t was no 
doubt aware tha t infidelities or even 
F f 4 . variations 
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variations of this k ind m u í l créate un? 
certainty and diftruft i n the operations 
o f commerce, w h i c h draws from the 
Spani íh poíTeíTions the greateí l part o f 
the money neceííary tq fettle its bal-
lances. 
Neverthelefs i n 1737, the coiirt of 
Madr id having obferved that the great 
piaí l re had oniy a valué proportioned to 
the diíFerence w h i c h then exiíled be-
tween the gold and ülyer coin increafed 
i t to twenty reals ; the equil ibrium i n -
tended to be eftabliíhed between thefe 
two metá is being again deí l royed, the 
valué o f gold was no longer in propor-
t ion to its abundance. There was toq 
great an advantage i n exporting i t i n 
preference to filver. í f Spain had not 
applied a remedy íhe would i n the end 
have been whol ly deprived q f that me-
tal . 
Government therefore thought proper 
i n 1779 to add a fixteenth to the imagi-
nary yalue of the gold coin, w i thou t 
changing 
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jchanging the weight or ñ a n d a r d . By 
this operation, tke quadruple ox doblón 
de a ocho, w h i c h before was w o r t h but 
jfifteen great piaftres was increafed to 
fixteen, and al l the otlier gold pieces 
i n proportion, Nations whieh pofíefs 
precious metáis give laws to others, 
w i t h refpeét to th.e ftandard of their 
money, and thofe who do not follow 
them muft looner or later be the v i o 
t ims o f their obí l inacy. T h i s ju f t ob-
fervation coní lan t ly confirmed by ex-
perience has recently determined our 
mini f t ry to increafe the valué of gold. 
There is i n Spain a fovereign court 
w h i c h regulates and decides affairs re-
lative to the coin, under the t i t le o f real 
junta de commcrcio, moneda, minas, &c . be-
caufe its jur i fd ie l ion extends to what -
ever relates to commerce, the mines, 
and fome other objeéls. 
According to the new form given i t 
i n 1705, i t í hou ld be compofed of three 
poynfellors pf Caftile, five of the I n -
dicSy 
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dies, two of finances, one of the t r i -
bunal de la Contratación, and two inteu-
dants from France. But as i n praclice 
things are diíFerent from w h a í they 
ought to be, the Junta de Qommerclo^  
has but one member of the council 
p f Caíl i le , and two of that of the 
Indies. A U the others are members of 
the council of finance, 
T h i s court or jun to is as independent 
i n other refpeéls as the other fovereign 
councils of the monarchy. 
T h e council o f war is more a tr ibunal 
than a permament board of mili tary ad-
min i f t r a t ion ; the k ing , indeed, com-
monly confults i t relative to the regula-
tions of his troops. U n t i l the reign o f 
Phi l ip V . this council appointcd to the 
fuperior mil i tary offices, Every difpo-
fi t ion w h i c h ufelefsly renders complex 
the fprings o f government, which fur-
ni íhes matter for intrigue, wi thout af-
fording a fupport to liberty, ought to be 
rejeéled by true political wifdom. U n -
der 
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der the prefent family, the throne i n -
Jierited the prerogative of conferring 
mil i tary rank from the council o f war. 
T h e k ing ñames to al l mil i tary employ-
ments, upon the prefentation of the i n -
fpeélor, o f w h o m , as I have before ob-
ferved the mini í le r at war is no moro 
than the interpreten T h e infpeélors 
elude on many occañons the interpo-
fi t ion of the council o f war ; but for the 
fake o f form? mili tary meafures taken 
wi thou t its concurrence, receive its 
fanclion. 
T h e chief funél ions of the council o f 
war are to admini í le r juftice tb thofe^ 
who i n a c iv i l or military capacity, br ing 
their caufes before that t r ibunal . I t is 
divided in to two chambers, or falas, the 
Jala de Govíerno and the Jala de Jujiida. 
T h e former is efpecially employed i n 
matters of admini í l ra t ion . I t is for the 
moft part compofed of mil i tary men, 
and has for counfellors the moft- an-
cient captains of the body guards, and 
the 
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the oldeí l o f the tvvo colonels o f the 
guards. 
'Xh.Q f d a de Jujlma is confined to l i t ^ 
gations, but judges not finally. I f the 
parties are diíTatisfied w i t h its dec iñon , 
they may require the other chamber to 
be joined to i t to examine the caufe 
.anew. 
A l l the caufes o f í l rangers are carried 
by appeal to the council of war ; and fo-
reign natiohs who have intercourfe and 
connexions w i t h Spain derive great ad-
vantages from this t r ibunal , the equity 
o f wh ich is rarely prevented by national 
prejudices. 
T h e h i g h e í l mili tary rank in Spain is 
tha t of captain general; w h i c h is equal to 
tha t of marí l ial of Franee, and not i n -
compatible w i t h i t ; ñnce thefe honours 
were united i n the per fon o f mar íha l 
Berwick. Th i s preferment is not eafily 
obtained in Spain ; i t is confined at pre-
fent to two perfons i n the army, the 
coujjt 
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count de Aranda and the duke de 
C r i l l o n . 
Nex t to the captains general, rank, 
as i n France, the lientenants general * . 
field mar íha l s t , and brigadiers + whofe 
uniforms very much refemble thofe 
of the French general officers. 
T h e Spani íh infantry conñí ls o f forty-
four regiments o f two battalions each, 
w i thou t including thofe o f the Spani íh 
and Wal loon guards, each containing 
four thoufand two hundred men i n fix 
battalions. O f thefe forty-four regiments 
th i r ty- f ive are Spani íh , two I ta l ian , 
three F lemi íh , and four Swifs. 
Thefe eighty-eight battalions, each o f 
w h i c h íhou ld contain fix hundred and 
eighty-four men, would make the 
Spani íh infantry amount to about f ixty 
* Thefe are forty-feven in number at prefent. 
t Of thefe there are fíxty-feven. 
| Of thefe there are a hundred and fifty-ílx. 
thoufand 
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thoufand men were tliey complete, but 
fhis is far from being the cafe; and í 
have frequently heard i t aíTerted, fhough 
tha t perhaps is exaggeration, that Spain 
would find a difficulty to bring into the 
field t h i r t y thoufand effe6live men/ in E u -
rope. I t is however certainthather infantry 
is not fufficicnt for hé r great extent of 
poíTeíIions, fmce garrifons muft be maiñ-
tained i n Africa, and i n feveral impor-
tant places i n her colonies, as at the 
Havanah, Porto-Rico, Buenos Ayres 
and Vera Cruz. A t the end of the year 
1776 Spain had th i r ty - two battalions 
out of Europe ; and i n 1782, th i r ty - f ix 
i n America alone. 
T h e means of recruiting are very con-
fined. T h e Spani íh nation, brave as i t 
is, has for fome time had a diílike to the 
foot fervice. Each regiment finds a dif-
ficulty i n procuring men ; the colours 
are raifed i n places in which i t is í u p -
pofed moft dupes and libertines are af-
lembled, and thus, as i n France, the 
regiment is increafed by the diforders of 
fociety; 
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fociety; and by a happy metamorpliofis 
thofe who d i í lu rb its repofe, are ap-
pointed to its defence. T h e foldiers of 
our regiments, impelled by their incon-
í tancy, to país the frontiers, take ad-
vantage of the neck of the pyrenees to 
go and engage themfelves to Spani íh 
recruiters. Foreign regiments i n the 
fervice o f Spain are recruited at the ex-
pence of ours in particular ; and as the 
Spaniards are far from that unfatisfied 
reíllefsnefs, w h i c h charaélerifes their 
neiehbours, and induces them to wander 
to every part of the globe; and asbefides, 
the French army is much more con-
íiderable than that o f Spain, a l l the 
inconvenience of the proximity o f 
the refpeélive garrifons is on the ñde 
of the French, and the court o f Ma-
drid is by no means deñrous of con-
cluding w i t h that of Verfailles a car-
tel for reciprocally giving up deferters: 
i t was thought fufficient in 1761, that 
each íhou ld agree to reí tore the arms, 
horfes and baggage of the foldiers w h i c h 
íhou ld pafs from one fervice to the 
l ien 
Another 
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Another mode o f recruiting the Spamíí i 
army is that o f the quintas, a k ind of 
drawing of mi l i t i a , wh ich however m u í t 
be dift inguiíhed from that o f France, 
though they are there both i n ufe, one 
for recruiting the regular troops, the 
other for the provincial regiments. T h e 
ordinance o f 1705 enaéts , that for the 
f i r f t , iots íha l l be drawn i n each village 
to chufe one perfon i n five ; b ü t then 
the drawing o f the mil i t ia íhal l be fuf-
pended. T h i s undoubtedly is the ety-
mology of the word quintas. As i t al-
ways happens, the th ing is changed and 
the word remains. T h e quintas do not 
at prefent require fo great a number 5 
and as the people have on fome recent 
occañons í h e w n how odious i t was to 
them, government. has recourfe to this 
expedient only i n the laft extremity. 
T o employ rigour wi thou t occañon 
is not firmnefs but f o l l y ; and to avoid 
the exertion of authority except when 
.a violent crifis requires extraordinary 
eíForts is not weakne'fs but prudence* 
T h e la í l t ime the levy of the quintas 
took place, was i n 1775, when Spain 
was 
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was preparing to makc war again í t 
the Portuguefe i n South America ; 
íhe had not reeourfe to i t i n the laft 
war, and the regiments employed at the 
fieges of Minorca and Gibraltar, were 
completed at the expence of thofe w h i c h 
were not i n aé lual fervice. 
Befides the forty-four regiments o f 
regular infantry Spain has for ty- two of 
mil i t ia * di í l r ibuted i n the provinces o f 
the crown of Caftile. They are more or 
lefs near to each other according to the 
population and extent of the province. 
T h e regiments are aíTembled only dnring 
one month in the year, i n the principal 
place of wh ich they bear the ñame ; and 
then the ^officers and foldiers are paid ; 
the fame regulation is obferved i n time 
of war, when they re place the regu-
lar troops in - garrifons. A t al l other 
times they are difperfed i n their v i l -
* Beíldes the fe there are feveral companles of 
burgefs militia at Cádiz, Port St. Mary, Coroguc 
and nine other places in Spain. 
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lages and foliow their refpcclive occupa-
tions. The regiments, w h i c h all confift 
of one Tingle battalion o f feven hundred 
and twenty men *, muft always be com-
plete. As foon as a foldier of the mi l i l i a 
dies, deferts, or is difeharged, lots are 
drawn i n the viliage whence he was 
taken, to rcplace h i m . T h e ordinances 
of 1703 and J 705, enaé l that the 
drawing o f the mil i t ia íhal l takc one 
perfon from a hundred; a rule w h i c h 
muft have been departed from in prac-
tice. I t cannot be fuppofed that luch a 
rcgulation has cver been obferved ; forty* 
, two regiments of feven hundred and 
twenty men each would amount to up~ 
Wards of t h i r t y t h o u í a n d men. Thefe 
t h i r t y t h o u í a n d mnlt ipl ied by a hundred 
w i l l give three mi Il ion s of fubjeélrs fit to' 
bear arms i n the proyinecs of the crown 
©f Caftile ; and i t w i l l be found difficult 
to reconcile this calculation w i t h the real 
í tate of population i n thofe provinces. 
* Eseep.t that of Majorca wliich has twov 
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T h e regiments of mi l i t i a have a par-
ticular infpeclor. T h e i r colonels are 
chofen from among the m o í l d i f t in -
gu i íhed gentry of the d i f t r i f t ; and their 
authori ty is very extenfive over the men. 
They have the power of inflicfing p u n i í h -
ments, and there is no appeal from their 
fentences, but to the k i n ¿ , thr.oüeíí the 
m é d i u m of the council of war, Few 
ítates i n E ü r o p e have a better regnlated 
body of mil i t ia . T h e grenadiers of thefe 
regiments are i n time of war unitcd to 
the regular troops. They enjoy among 
their fellow citizens a reputation w h i c h 
their whole condud durinsj the laíl war 
ju f t ly merited. 
T h e Spanifli foldiers i n general have 
long been ju í l ly renowned th rough-
out Europe, for their firm and per-
fe veri ng courage, and the refolu-
t ion w i t h wh ich they fupport l ábour , 
fatigue, and hunger. Thofe o f our 
countrymen who faw them at Minorca 
and before Gibraltar, can determine 
G g 2 whether 
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whether or not they have deg-
rated. 
I have, however, frequently lieard the 
Spaniards fay their troops were not fo 
wel l commanded as they ought to be, 
I know not how far the cenfure is wel l 
founded. I have been honoured w i t h 
the acquaintance of many Spani íh oíncers 
o f rank, as wel l as íuba l te rns ; and they 
generally appeared to me to be aé lua ted 
by the true fpir i t of their profeflion, 
Thofe who derógate from i t feem at leaí l 
to do themfelves juí t ice by concealing the 
defe6l. I t m n í l however be allowed, 
that there is more merit i n Spain i n 
being what is cal le d a good foldier than 
i n France. 
í n the firíl place,, althongh Spain has 
taken a part i n al l the wars of this cen-
tu ry , i t may ítill be faid, that fin ce thofe 
of I taly terminated in 1748, her troops 
have made no real campaigns. The 
Spaniards themfelves daré not give this 
ñame 
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ñame to the ího r t war w i t h Portugal, i n 
wh ich they encountered but few ob-
ílacles and l i t t le danger. T h e expedi-
tions to Algiers and Buenos Ayres were 
foon ended ; they called into aclion only 
a part of the army, and aíForded hu% 
few opportunities for the difplay either 
o f courage or of experience. W h a t army 
i n Europewould not have loí l its aáUvity 
by a peace of th i r ty years almoft w i t h -
out interrupt ion ? Add to this that the 
Spani íh officers Jiave not the fame means 
of forming themfelves w i t h the French* 
Mof t o f their garrifons are folitary and 
i l l provided, w i t l i ou t refource either 
for in í l ru6 t ion or innocent pleafures ; 
the officers have not the privilege o f 
the fém'eftres* and büf: feldom obtain 
leave of abfence to regúla te their p r í -
vate aíFairs, Th i s is undoubtedly a 
means of making excellent officers of 
thofe who are thus in a fituation nn in -
terruptedly to perform the duties of their 
* Leave of abfence for ílx months every year, or 
every fecond year, in France,. 
G g 3 pro-
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profcíTion. But thefe i n al l cDuntries 
are but few i n number ; and in general 
this unvaried and infipid lifc i n the end 
abíbrbs the faculties and deftroys a6livitys 
or diyerts the miad t o improper objeéts». 
I t has beíides the inconvenienee p f ren-
deriog the- fervice lefs defirable, and 
keeping from i t thofe to w h o m a fmaller 
fortune or a liberal education offers other 
rcfources. T h e Spani íh army has lately 
however. midergone an advantageous re-
yolut ipn i n this refpeél. T h e different 
fchools of wh ich I haye fpokeri, furn i íh 
i t w i t h perfons of d i í l ingui íhed abiiities. 
A martial ípirit has been awakened i n the 
nob iü ty of the firíl dift inélion ; who em-
brace the, profeíTign o f arms, w h i c h i n 
them is a greater merit than i n ours. W h a t 
young French colonel would refign h i m -
íelf to país three or four years at Brian-
c ó n , Charlemont or Gravelincs, remote 
from h\s family, his affairs, and what 
is ftiil more, from the pleafures o f the 
capital ? Yet have I known more than 
one grandee of Spain wi i l ingly fubmit to 
ñraiiar facriñces. 
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A l l I have faid of the infantry is ap-
plicable to the other corps of the Spaniíl i 
army. T h e cavalry conñí ls of fourteen 
regiments, not including the brigade of 
carbiniers, raifed in 1730. 'The re are 
eight of dragoons. - Thefe two corps 
have cach an infpeclor. Each regiment 
o f cavalry is compofed of four fquadrons, 
w h i c h íhou ld contain a hundred and 
fifty men. Were the corps complete, 
Spain would have an army of thirteen 
thoufand two hundred horfe. I have 
been, however, aflured, that i n 1776, 
at the approach of a war, w h i c h fooa 
after took place, there were but eight 
thoufand effeclive horfe. I n time of 
peace, the ñ x hundred men, o f w h i c h 
each regiment ought to be compofed, 
are reduced to four hundred and eighty, 
and of this numbcr there are eighty men 
difmounted. 
T h i s arrangement was produced by 
the oeconomy of 1768. T h e refult is, 
that the cavalry is lefs agreeable than 
,it otherwife would be to the Spaniards, 
becaufe the new recruits remain three or 
G g 4 four 
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four years on foot, wait ing for their 
t u ra to have fpare horfes. N o t w i t h -
í tanding thefe defcéls," the Spaniíh ca-
valry may be reckoned among í l the fineft 
i n Europe. 
T h e corps of carbiniers deferves the 
attention o f connoiíTeurs, I t only re-
quires to be a l i t t le better difciplined 
to be equal to the beí l regiments of 
cavalry of other kingdoms. I t is fta-
tioned i n L a Mancha, wh ich i t never 
leaves but from time to time to be re-
viewed by the k ing , when his majefty is 
at Aranjuez. I was prefent at feveral o f 
thefe reviews, and could not but admire 
the beauty, dociii ty, and vivacity of the 
horfes. T h e carbiniers are befides a 
chofen corps, infpired w i t h the true m i -
l i tary fpir i t . But their rcñdence i n 
L a Mancha, of which they are, i f I may 
ufe the expreflion, become citizens, be-
numbs their aétivity, and is not w i thqu t 
its i i i effecls on the moráis of the i n -
h abitan ts. 
T h e cavalry is not eafily mounted i n 
Spain as might be fuppofed, from the 
great 
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great celebrity of the Spani íh horfes. I t 
is generally faid the breed is degene-
rated, and i t is certain that fine horfes 
are become more rare. Th i s is a t t r i -
buted to the l i t t le care that has been 
taken to crofs the breed, and particu-
lar ly to the too great number o f ñ u d s 
of mules bred from the fineíl mares in. 
the kingdom, T h e indefatigable ardor 
o f thefe animáis has given them the 
preference to horfes both w i t h the couvt 
and individuáis , As the í l ads of Spain 
do not produce a fufficient number o f 
mules, the deficiency is fupplied by a. 
iefler fpecies from fome of the French. 
provinces. T h e ftuds of horfes w h i c h 
ítill exi í l i n Andalufia, have been neg-
lected, and there are but few, except 
thofe o f the k ing , and the grandees, 
w i t h that his majefty keeps at Aran -
juez, wh ich ílill fupport the ancient 
reputation of the breed o f Spain. 
Nature wh ich has fo liberally be-
l lo wed on Spain al l the necefíaries 
and luxuries of üfe , and has fcarcely 
refufed that kingdom any o f the enjoy-
ments 
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ments tha t peace permits to be ta í led , 
has been equally lavi íh i n be í lowing a l l 
the materials c f w h i c h war compofes t l ie 
means of d e í l r u é l i o n ; íhe has given 
i ron i n abimdance, copper, iead, and falt-
petre, and we íha l l fee that this country 
need not be indebted to any other to fup-
pLy its arti l lery w i t h thefe deí t ruót ive 
treafures, 
I t is only íinee 1710, that the Spani íh 
artil lery has takcn its prefent form. A t 
that period i t was collecled into one rc-
giment, compoíed of ñveba t t a l ions , w i t h -
out iocluding the cadcts, who are 
brought up at Segovia. T h e colonel 
of the regiment is the commander gene-
ra l , who to the corps of artillery is what 
the infpeclor is to the infantry, cavalry, 
dragoons, and mil i t ia . Th i s place is at 
prefent held by the count de Lacy, a 
general officer, originally from Ircland, 
w h o had previouíly reprefented the 
Spani íh monarch i n feveral northern 
courts, where he was received w i t h an 
attention and refpect w h i c h he wel l 
ir.crited, I t was faid, on the occafion 
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o f his promotion, that after having beea 
in t ru í led out of Spain to advance the 
political intereí ls of his fovereign, he 
was at length appointed to improve and 
urge the. laft reajoji'mg of kings ; alluding 
' to the motto on fome of the íe de í l ruc l ive 
engines, the laft refource of k ings : id-
t m a raí i o regum. 
His predcccllor, t he count of Gazola, 
recalled from Naples by -Charles JIL 
when lie aícended the tbrone of Spain, 
liad bcgun to makc improvcmcnts in the 
arti i lery, w h i c h liad bee-n neglecled 
uiidcr Ferdinand V I . l ike feveral other 
brancb.es o f admini í t ra t ion . The ncw 
monarclij w i ih ing to introduce a reforni 
into his arlenals, requefted the count t o 
fcnd h im a founder. M r . Mariz was 
choíen by the mini í t ry , and made fe-
veral great alterations i n the Spaniíl i 
foundcrics. 
He adopted the inethod of caíl ing the 
can non lo l id , and boring them after-
wards. Envy creatcd h i m many di f i i -
culties, and fome unfuccefsful efforts 
ice me d 
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feemed to juf t i fy the malevolence w i t k 
wh ich he was received ; for many of the 
cannon caíl i n this new manner, were 
fomid defeí t ive. He was unpardonably 
culpable i n cafting a great quantity o f 
Mexieon eopper, w i thou t firíl aíTuring 
h imfc l f tha t the metal was í u í i c i en t l y 
fol id . M o í l o f thefe cannon faiied i n 
the proof, and the clamour aga in í i h i m 
became general. His own conrage, and 
the pro teé l ion of the monarch, fupported 
h i m under the í l o r m ; and he continued 
to employ his beft endeavours in the fer-
vice of a country to w h i c h he had been 
called, though he defpaired o f ever be-
ing ufeful to i t . A t length he quitted 
Spain, leaving behind h i m his method 
and his principies, w i t h al l the precau-
tions and improvements he had been 
taught by experience. A t prefent, even 
his enemies acknowledge that he has 
rendered real fervices to the Spaniíii 
arti l lery. 
T h e manner i n which i t was direcled 
i n the late war, particularly at the fiege 
o f Mahon, pro ved that this part at ieaft 
' o f 
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of the mil i tary art is as wel l underftood 
i n Spain as elfewhere; and i t cannot 
but be ítill improved under the aufpices 
of fo aótive and intelligent a com-
mander, whofe zeal is affiíted by feveral 
diftinguiílied officers w h i c h Spain nei-
their owes to Ireland ñ o r I ta ly . Every 
th ing neceífary for arfenal ño res may be 
found i n the Spani íh dominions. Spain 
has feveral lead-mines, but they are not 
a l l i n a proper ftate to be worked. T h e 
principal one is that of Linarez, i n the 
kingdom of J a é n . I t produces much 
more than is fold i n Spain for the king's 
account; and wi thou t much eífbrt this. 
kingdom might export a thoufand tons 
per annum, though the other mines, i n 
their prefent í la te , produce no more 
than four hundred tons. 
There are feveral copper mines aífo 
i n Spain. T h a t o f R io -T in to is the m o í t 
p rodué l ive ; i t fupplies a part of the ar-
t i l lery. But the copper of the Spani íh 
índies is alfo laid under contribution. 
T h a t o f México and Perú is refined 
and manufaftured in the two royal foun-
deries 
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deries of "Barcelona and Seville. T h e 
cannon caft there have two-thirds o f 
Mexican coppér to one o f that of Pero, 
Bifcay and' the Pyrenees furni íh t h e 
i ron neceffary for the Spanií l i arti l lery. 
T h e caniion of this metal are caíl at 
Lierganes and Cavada. T h e caíl i ron 
comes from the forges of Eugui and Muga. 
Fire-arms are made i n the province of 
Guipúzcoa . Thofe of Catalonia, forged at 
Piacentia, and w h i c h , diferedited i n 
Spain, i t is not known for what reafon, 
were fent to Spanií l i America on board 
Cataionian vefíels, have regained their 
reputation, and w i l l i n fu ture make i t 
tmnecefíary for Spain to have recourfe 
to France to arm her troops. La í í ly , 
a manufacture of fword-blades has re-
ccntly been eílabliihed at Toledo, wh ich 
promifes to revive the ancient reputa-
t ion of the blades o f that city. 
Spain is one of the r icheí l countrics 
i n Europe in falt-pctre. L a Mancha and 
Arragpn had the reputation of furn i íh-
ing this aríicle of an excellent quality. 
A French 
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A F r e n c h company had undertaken the 
preparation o f i t , and for this purpofe 
fent M . Salvador Dampierre to Spain. 
Th i s agent, a l though he wanted not 
talents, failed i n his undertaking. He had 
made, on a piece of ground near M a -
dr id , fome unfuccefsful experiments, by 
w h i c h government wifely profited, prov-
ing that i f its zeal for the public good 
frequentiy caufes i t to have recouríe to 
foreign aid, i t does not always ftand i n 
need of i t to improve what has been 
íke tched out. T h e ground i n queftion 
is found to contain falt-petre of a q ü a -
l i t y fuperior to tha t of L a Mancha and 
Arragon ; i n confequence o f w h i c h a 
manufaé lu re was begun there i n 1779^ 
w h i c h was intrafted to the management 
oí: D o n Rofendo Parayuelo, one o f the 
commiíTioners general o f rcnts. A t this 
time i t is one of the moí l interefting efta-
b l i íhments of the capital, W i t h i n t w o 
years i t eraployed four thoufand men to 
carry earth, and boil and pnrify the 
falt-petre ; wh ich aftertwo boilings is fit 
for making powder. T h e firíl boil ing 
requires eight or ten days, but a few 
hours 
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hours are fufficient for the fecond. W a -
ter is conveyed i n abundance to this 
manufaé lu r e by fubterraneous pipes. 
W o o d has never been wanting fmce the 
di reélor has given this opening to that 
w h i c h the inhabitants o f the hi l ls o f 
Guadarrama did not before even give 
themfelves the trouble o f cutt ing. 
T h e earth w h i c h produces the falt-
petre recovers i t fe l f w i t h furprifmg 
promptitude. T h e caput mortuum is 
brought to the environs of the manu-
faélure ; and fometimes i n lefs than a 
m o n t h the influence of the air, impreg-
nated w i t h nitre, renders i t fit for a fe-
cond operation. I t has been remarked, 
that after the wind has b lown from a 
certain point , the neighbouring foil be-
comes whitened, as i f fnow had fallen 
upon i t . T h e frequent removing of the 
earth laid i n heaps about the gates o f 
Madrid, gives to that fide of the city an 
appearance of negligence and aridity dif-
agreeable to the eye : but,. i n this cafe, 
the agreeable is very properly facrificed 
to the ufeful. 
T h e 
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T h e falt-petre is fent to the powder-
milis in the kingdoms of Valencia, M u r -
cia, and Granada, the employment o f 
w h i c h has been coníiderably increafed 
fince the e í tab l i íhment of the manu-
facture at Madrid. T h e proprietors en-
gaged annually to furni íh government 
w i t h eleven thoufand quin tá is of its 
produce, ü uring the war they exceeded 
their engagement, and the direélor flat-
tered himíeif, i n 1784, that he í h o u l d 
foon furni íh t h i r t y thoufand quintá is a 
year. T h e manufaé lu re , however, could 
not fupply the enormous confumption 
of powder at the camp of St. Roch ; 
and although t h i r t y thoufand quin tá is 
were fent th i ther when the attack was 
to be made on Gibraltar, i t was thought 
neceffary to bailen the arrival of more 
from Genoa, France, and Holland. Bu t 
i f the manufaclure of Madrid cont inúes 
to profper, i t w i l i not only fupply the 
wants of Spain, but Mvill render gun-
powder a confiderable article of expor-
tat ion, provided i t receives no fuch. 
checks as that o f the floating ba t f e 
oes, wh ich alone, w i t h one hundred 
YOL. I . H h and 
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and ninety-two cannon, confumed 
eighteen thouland quintá is , 
Hi ther to the quaiity of this new 
powder is inconteftibly good; i t carries 
twice as far as common powder; for 
w h i c h reafon the k íng of Spain, and the 
infants, make ufe of no other i n íhoot r 
i n g ; and the k ing of Naples receives a 
fmall quantity of i t by his couriers, 
who every week fet oíF from Madrid. 
Spani íh America w i l l foon be inde». 
pendant o f the mother country, w i t h 
refpeól to this precious yet pernieious 
commodity, w h i c h aiternately ferycs for. 
the pleafures and deftruél ion of man-
k i n d . T h e prefent mini í ter of the I r i -
dies has ordered three manufactures of 
falt-petre to be eílabli íhed there, at 
L i m a , México, and Santa F é de Bogotá. 
He expeéis great fuccefs from the iatter, 
w h i c h , i f the event anfwcrs his hopes, 
w i l l foon furni íh a hundred t h o u í a n d 
quin tá is of powder per annum. He hag 
icnt to America, for the improvément o f 
thefc manufaé lures j the fame Salvador 
Dam-
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Í3ampierre who failed iíi his á t tempts i n 
Europe. T h e fidelity of the Spani íh co-
lonies, and the importance of them ta 
the parent country merited that íhefe 
meaas of defence fhould be more w i t h i n 
their reach. May the genius of Spain 
prevent their attempting a lefs innocent 
Ufe o f them. 
T h e corps of engineers is feparated, as 
i n France^ from the artillery ; i t was not 
eílabii íhed before the year ¿711 . I t con-
fifts of ten direélors , ten colonels^ 
twenty lieutenant-colonels, t h i r t y cap-
tains, forty lieutenants, and forty 
fecond lieutenants ; i n all^ one h u n -
áíeá and íifty officers. The care of the 
fort iñcations is not lufficient to empioy 
even this fmall number of perfoíls, and 
they are indiíFerently empioyed in m i l i -
tary opbrations, and i n thofe wh ich i n 
France exclufively belong to the engi-
neers of bridges and caufeways. Therc 
is one commander for each of thefe 
works ; and he who preñdes over the 
works of c iv i l architeclure and hydran-
H h z lies* 
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lies, neverthelefs retains his rank i n the 
army, although he cannot properly be 
confidered as a mi l i t a iy man. T h e per-
fon who at prefent holds the place has 
the rank of field-maríhal. The other 
has, under his dire6lion, the three aca-
demies eílabli íhed at Barcelona, Oran, and 
Ceuta, for the inf t ruél ion o f engineers, 
and thofe who afpire to that profeíiion. 
Before I conclnde what I have to obferve 
concerning the Spani íh army, l í h a l l fpeak 
of the marks of dift inélion, and rewards, 
conferred upon the officers. 
T h e general officers, have, as í have 
already obferved, an uniform very much 
refembling that of a French general. 
T h e colonels, lieutenant-colonels, and 
majors, wear no epaulettes. T h e former 
have three narrow gold or ñlver laces 
upon the cuíF, the lieutenant-colonels 
two , and the majors only one. T h e 
captains wear two epaulettes; the l ieu-
tenants, one upon . the r ight í h o u l d e r ; 
the fecond lieutenants, one upon the 
left. A1I officers who are not at 
leaft field-maríhals are obliged conti-
nually 
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i i t ial ly to wear their uniform even when 
they appear á t court.; 
According to fome late r egu ía t ion^ 
no perfon can become an officer wi thou t 
haying been a cadet. T h e miii tary fchool, 
firíl eítabliíhed at Avi la , and not long 
fince removed to Port Saint Mary, is 
not fo much intended to inf t rué l í l u -
dents i n the firft elements o f taél ics , as 
to cult ívate the difpofitions of officers, 
whatever may be their age, who have 
the noble emulation o f dif t ingui íhing 
themfelvcs m the mii i tary profeffion, 
i n wh ich well-direfted ftudies, though 
they cannot fupply the want of, may i n 
fome meafure ant icípate , cxperience. 
N o t h i n g is omitted i n this academy 
w h i c h may conduce to that end ; and 
i t is, perhaps, the only in í t i tu t ion o f 
the k ind i n Europe. I fpeak in favour 
of i t w i t h the more pieafure, as its 
fouñder is no longer fenfible o f pane-
gyric or adulation. 
The kings o f Spain have no more 
forgotten the declining years o f their 
mili» 
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mili tary men than their youth . There 
is a corps o f invalids i n Spain, as wel i 
for officers as foidiers; but the forty-fix 
companies, of which i t is compoíed, are 
di í l r ibuted at Madrid , and i n the pro-
vinces, where they perform an eafy duty. 
Thofe incapable of all íervice form ano-
ther corps of twenty -fix companies, d i -
vid ed between Seville, Valencia, Lugo , 
and Toro . Both thefe corps are undet 
the infpeélor of the infantry. 
I n Spain there is no order of kn ight -
hood particiilarly deíl ined to the reward 
o f officers. T h e pre íent íbvereign has, 
however, impofed on himfelf a law to 
confer on none but thefe the four m i -
l i tary orders ; yet, w i thou t excluding 
them from that he has himfelf founded. 
Bu t thefe favonrs abfolutely depend 
upon his pleafure, and not upon the 
length c f fervice. There are befides 
other means of rewarding the oíd ler-
vants of the crown; the k ing beftows 
on them penfions or ernployments ana-
logous to their p ro í e i l i on ; his benefi-
cence alfo extends to their widows. 
I n 
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I n 1761, he eílablifhed a fund from 
wh ich they receive penfions according 
to the rank o f their hu íbands . Eiglw 
teen thoufand reals a year are paid to 
thofe of captains-general, twelve t hou -
fand to thofe of lieutenants-general, and 
i n proportion to the widows of petty 
officers. Th i s fund, confifts of a grant 
o f fix thoufand doblons, about ninety 
thoufand livres (37501.) anterior to its 
e í l a b l i í h m e n t ; a contribution of twenty 
per cent, upon what the k ing receives 
from the fpoiis of bi íhops, and from the 
revenues of vacant bifhopricks; a de-
duclion of eight maravedís for eacb. 
crown upon al l the penfions enjoycd 
by the fubjeas of the k ing ; ha l f o f 
the firft year's pay of al l the officers o f 
the a rmy; another deduél ion o f eight 
maravedis from each crown of their 
pay ; and al l the property of officers dy-
ing wi thou t heirs, or in te í la te : a t r u lv 
valuable and beneficia! in í l i tu t ion , w h i c h 
by infuring a fubfiítence to the widows 
of officers, w i thou t their í landing i n 
need óf proteé l ion to enforce their claims, 
has greatly encouraged mil i tary men ío 
marry, 
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marryj -and has had an influence, even 
i n this refpeót, uponthe other claffes of-
fociety. 
T h e place of commandant-general of 
s. province is an opening to general ofíi-
cers, but obliges them to a lmoí t a per-
petual refidenee ; for i n Spain, biflio. -s, 
intendants, governors and command rs 
refide wherethey are employed, al though 
the refidenee of the fovereign and í h a t 
of the capital have the lame temptations 
for ambition and diflipation as i n other 
countries. 
A l l the commandants of provinces 
bear the t i t le of captain-general, wh ich 
however muft not be confounded with, 
that of the firft miiitary rank. Th.ey 
commonly receive? but from an abufe, 
the t i t le of vice-roy alio, wh ich pi'o-
perlybelongs to none but the comman-
dant of Navarre, and tho.fe of the prin^ 
cipal provinces of Spani íh America, 
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